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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE BEFORE THE
TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

BRIGGS & STRATTON CORPORATION )
and KOHLER CO., )
)
Opposers, )
) Opposition No. 91200832 (parent)
V. )
) Opposition No. 91200146
HONDA GIKEN KOGYO KABUSHIKI )
KAISHA, ) Application Serial No. 78924545
)
Applicant. )
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DECLARATION OF MOTOHIRO FUJITA IN SUPPORT OF
APPLICANT HONDA GIKEN KOGYO KABUSHIKI KAISHA’S OPPOSITION TO
OPPOSERS BRIGGS & STRATTON CORPORATION AND KOHLER CO.’S
MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

1, Motohiro Fujita, declare as follows:

1. Iam an employee of Honda R&D Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of Honda Giken Kogyo
Kabushiki Kaisha (“Honda”). I am currently the Chief Engineer in Internal Audit
Division, responsible for the internal audit.

2. 1have been employed by Honda and its subsidiaries continuously since 1973.

3. Ireside in Japan.

4. When I joined Honda in 1973, I was an engineer involved in the performance design for
engines for power products.

5. Beginning in approximately 1981, I personally participated in the development of the

Honda GX Engine.



6. Work on the GX Engine development first began in approximately 1981, and lasted for
approximately two years. Approximately 50 people were involved in the development
effort. The cost of the initial development of the GX Engine was at least 1.2 to 1.3
billion yen, which translates to approximately $10 million based on current exchange
rates.

7. The development team consisted of three groups: the performance design group, the
styling design group, and the engine testing group. The performance design group had
approximately 20 members; the styling design group had approximately 5 members, and
the testing group had approximately 25 members. I was a member of the performance
design group.

8. During development of the GX Engine, these groups collaborated on an almost daily
basis in order to ensure that they were all working toward the same development
objectives.

9. Itis typical when Honda undertakes new product development to have a styling design
group involved. The objective of the styling design group is to help ensure that the
product has an appearance that is attractive to consumers.

10. With respect to the GX Engine, the styling design group selected as the design concept a
concept of a “cubic” look.

11. The “cubic” styling chosen by the styling design team is reflected in the overall square
appearance of the engine when observed from the front, as well as in the boxy appearance
of the individual components.

12. Also, the styling design team chose to introduce many straight lines to create a linear

appearance and thereby contribute to the overall cubic impression of the GX Engine.



13.

For example, the styling design team made the top and left sides of the fan cover straight.

14. The styling design team also designed the air cleaner cover and fuel tank to have the

15.

same height, have similar beveling (with sharper angles on the ountside edges than on the
inside), have similar vertical lines where the right vertical line of the air cleaner cover
was designed to mirror the left vertical line of the fuel tank, and to include a belt on the
bottom of the air cleaner cover that aligns with the seam on the fuel tank. These
ornamental elements were intended to create straight lines and continuity in the design,
further contributing to the overall cubic impression.

The styling design team also intended for the top right side of the fuel tank and the lower
left side of the fan cover to have similar angles, and for the angle of the lower left side of
the fan cover to continue unobstructed to the left edge of the carburetor cover. These

ornamental elements too were intended to create continuity in the design.

16. This “cubic” style does not make the engine perform any better; nor does it make the

17.

18.

engine less costly to manufacture. If anything, the cubic style increases the cost to
manufacture certain components.

The shape of the fan cover is another aspect of the styling of the GX Engine. The
purpose of the fan cover is to protect the cooling fan that is rotating inside, as well as to
direct the air that is generated to other portions of the engine that gets hot during use.
The fan cover does not need to have the shape that the Honda styling design team chose
in order to perform this function.

Yet another styling choice is the shape and appearance of the carburetor cover. For
example, the plastic horizontal ribs on the carburetor cover above the label are purely

ornamental styling. In addition, the overall shape of the carburetor cover is arbitrary, and



the carburetor cover need not have this shape in order for the component to function
properly.

19. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of a document created in October
1981 regarding the ZE model engine (which was the working name for the design that

eventually became the GX Engine), bearing the numbers AHGX0061283-

AHGX0061309.

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that

the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this 17th day of September, 2013 at Wako City, Japan.

NS

Motohiro Fujita
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Filed Under Seal



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing Declaration of Motohiro Fujita In
Support of Applicant Honda Giken Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha’s Opposition to Opposers Briggs &
Stratton Corporation and Kohler Co.”s Motion for Summary Judgment [REDACTED ~ PUBLIC
VERSION] was served by Federal Express, this 24th day of September, 2013 upon:

Donald Daugherty
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C.
555 E. Wells Street, Suite 1900

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

And

Robert N. Phillips
Seth B. Herring
Reed Smith LLP
101 Second Street
Suite 1800 ,
San Francisco, California 94105

Sarah R. Fraiier



