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INTRODUCTION 

Applicant Honda Giken Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha (“Honda”) filed U.S. Trademark 

Application Serial No. 78,924,545 (the “Application”) in the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office on July 7, 2006.  The Application seeks to register the unique aesthetic look of the GX 

Series Engines (“GX Engine Trademark”).  The Application was published in the Official 

Gazette on January 25, 2011.  On May 25, 2011, Opposer Kohler Co. (“Kohler”) filed its Notice 

of Opposition.  Subsequently, on July 22, 2011, Opposer Briggs & Stratton Corporation 

(“Briggs”) filed its Notice of Opposition.  Despite containing widespread allegations, the 

grounds for these Notices of Opposition limited themselves to non-functionality and lack of 

secondary meaning.  The two oppositions were consolidated by agreement of all parties on 

February 9, 2012.  Now, over a year since the first proceeding was initiated, Opposers seek leave 

to amend their Notices of Opposition to add additional grounds of abandonment, genericness, 

and failure to use the Mark as a trademark or service mark.     

Opposers’ Motion for Leave to File Amended Notices of Opposition (“Opposers’ 

Motion”) under Fed. R. Civ. P. 15(a) should be denied.  Amendments to the pleadings should be 

denied when there has been undue delay or when amendment would be futile.  Forman v. Davis, 

371 U.S. 178, 182 (1962).  Here, Opposers have unduly delayed by waiting nearly a year to add 

grounds for their Opposition based on facts that were known to them, or could have been known 

with the exercise of reasonable diligence, when the original Notices of Opposition were filed.  In 

fact, the Notices of Opposition themselves contain statements regarding information Opposers 

now perplexingly claim they have learned only recently through discovery.  Moreover, 

Opposers’ Motion should be denied because the proposed amendments would be futile since the 

materials Opposers rely on in support of their motion to amend negate the exact claims they are 

seeking to add.  For example, Opposers rely on settlement agreements between Honda and third 
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parties as evidence that Honda has acquiesced to third party use of the claimed trade dress.  

However, on their face, these settlement agreements show the exact opposite—that Honda has 

actively enforced its rights in the claimed trade dress and demanded that third parties cease using 

infringing designs.  

ARGUMENT 

I.  OPPOSERS’ MOTION TO AMEND SHOULD BE DENIED AS UNTIMELY 
BECAUSE OPPOSERS HAD ACCESS TO ALL OF TH E INFORMATION THEY 
ALLEGE SUPPORTS THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WELL BEFORE THEY 
MOVED TO AMEND 

The claims Opposers seek to add are based on information that was known to them, or 

could have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence, when the original Notices of 

Opposition were filed nearly one year ago.  This undue delay in seeking leave to amend makes 

Opposers’ motion untimely.  See Trek Bicycle Corp. v. StyleTrek Ltd., 64 U.S.P.Q. 2d 1540, PIN 

(TTAB 2001) (denying motion to amend filed prior to close of discovery where based on facts 

known at the time the action was commenced).  Opposers seek to add three additional grounds to 

their notices of opposition:  abandonment, genericness, and failure to use the GX Engine 

Trademark as a trademark.  However, Opposers’ suggestion that they first became aware of these 

additional grounds as a result of recent discovery – namely, two settlement agreements produced 

by Honda, Honda’s responses to requests for admission, and an excerpt from a Honda website – 

is disingenuous.  Indeed, Briggs’ original Notice of Opposition – filed more than ten months ago 

– explicitly alleges both “lack of use of the Engine Design as a trademark” and “tolerance of 

third party engine designs more similar in appearance to Applicant’s Engine Design” than the 

Briggs engines that Honda alleges infringe on its trade dress.  Ex. A1 (Briggs’ Notice of 

Opposition) at ¶ 8; see also Ex. B (Kohler’s Notice of Opposition) at ¶¶ 4-5 (“On information 

                                                 
1 The Declaration of Sarah R. Frazier along with Exhibits A-M attached thereto, is filed herewith in support of this 
Opposition.   
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and belief, the trademark proposed for registration by the Applicant and described in the 

Application consists largely of features which are generally used throughout the internal 

combustion engine industry” and “[m]any of the features that the Applicant claims as part of its 

mark appear in other coexisting product configurations for engines manufactured by others, are 

not unique to the Applicant and therefore do not indicate source in the Applicant.”).2  Thus, 

Opposers were aware of information that, according to them, would have supported their 

allegations of abandonment, genericness, and failure to use the GX Engine Trademark as a mark 

even at the time they filed their original Notices of Opposition.  The fact that they may have 

obtained additional information in discovery that they contend supports such allegations (a 

contention that Honda disputes) does not excuse their failure to assert these grounds previously.    

Similarly, Opposers’ discovery responses themselves suggest they were aware of third 

party designs that they contend were uses of the claimed mark by others.  For example, on 

October 25, 2011, Briggs served Rule 26 Initial Disclosures in which it identified three Briggs 

employees “likely to have discoverable information that Opposer may use to support its claims 

or defenses,” including information about “third party use of similar designs.”  Ex. D (Briggs’ 

Rule 26 Initial Disclosures) at 1-2.  In addition, Briggs claimed to have in its possession, custody, 

or control “[d]ocuments related to the lack of inherent or acquired distinctiveness of Applicant’s 

claimed engine configuration including but not limited to evidence of use of similar designs by 

third parties.”  Id. at 2 (emphasis added); see also Ex. E (Kohler’s 2/8/2012 Rule 26 Initial 

Disclosures) at 2 (same).  Moreover, despite objecting to Honda’s request for “documents 

referring or relating to third party engine designs that Opposer claims are more similar in 

appearance to Applicant’s Mark than Opposers’ Products” as “irrelevant,” see  Ex. F (Briggs’ 
                                                 
2 Indeed, weeks after receiving the settlement agreement it cites as part of the basis for its new grounds of opposition, 
counsel for Briggs took the position that these statements were “irrelevant” and “included for background purposes 
only,” and reiterated that the only issues in this proceeding were “whether the applied-for trade dress is distinctive 
and non-functional.”  Ex. C (Letter from Seth Herring to Silena Paik, dated April 20, 2012) at 2.   
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Response to Honda’s First Set of Requests for Production) at 9, Briggs “produced responsive 

relevant documents in the form of representative images of third party engine designs that it 

contends are similar to Honda’s applied-for trade dress.”  Ex. C at 2 (emphasis added).  In fact, a 

third of the 111 pages produced by Briggs on March 22, 2012, are pictures of third party engines, 

the vast majority of which appear to be pictures downloaded from publicly available websites.  

See Ex. G (Excerpts from Briggs’ document production) at BASCO0000002-11, 

BASCO0000015-31, BASCO0000034-40, BASCO0000097, and BASCO0000100-102.  

Similarly, more than half of Kohler’s production to date has consisted of such images.  See Ex. H. 

(Excerpts from Kohler’s document production) at KOHLER000037-73, KOHLER000086-101, 

and KOHLER000108-117. 

Furthermore, Opposers’ additional support for their proposed amendments—statements 

on Honda’s website about changes made to GX Engine models for the years 2010 and 2011—

were likewise available at the time of filing of the original Notices of Opposition.  See 

Declaration of Dana Pearce attached hereto.  Indeed, the very Honda website Opposers accessed 

also contains press releases dated prior to the filing of both Notices of Opposition that describe 

the changes Opposers now allege constitutes abandonment.  Ex. I (Honda Introduces All-New 

Large GX and iGX Engines Series, Press Release dated February 2, 2010); Ex. J (Honda 

Launches All-New Mid GX Engine Lineup, Press Release dated January 18, 2011).  Thus, 

information concerning the new designs that Opposers contend evidences Honda’s abandonment 

of the GX Engine Trademark has been publicly available for more than a year.  The Board has 

denied amendment under similar circumstances where accessing an opposing party’s website 

“could quite easily have been undertaken prior to filing . . . or by any prompt investigation 

conducted immediately thereafter.”  See Media Online Inc. v. El Clasificado Inc., 88 U.S.P.Q. 2d 
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1285, 1286-87 (TTAB 2008) (denying motion to amend where support for new claims came 

from consulting the dictionary and accessing respondent’s website).  Here, where Opposers 

chose to wait nearly a year to seek leave to amend their pleadings to add claims based on 

information patently available when they commenced these proceedings, amendment is contrary 

to the spirit of Rule 15(a), and their Motion therefore should be denied.  

 

II.  OPPOSERS’ MOTION TO AMEND SHOULD BE DENIED BECAUSE THE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS ARE FUTILE 

A. Opposers’ Allegation that Honda has Consented or Acquiesced to Third Parties’ 
Manufacture and Sale of Engines in the U.S. with Designs that Incorporate Many 
or All of the Elements of Honda’s Mark Misstates the Evidence 

Opposers’ proposed amendments are futile because they have failed to identify any 

evidence that supports their allegation that Honda consented to third parties’ use of engine 

configurations that are the same or substantially similar to the claimed trademark.  To the 

contrary, the documents and information on which Opposers’ Motion relies support the validity 

and enforceability of the GX Engine Trademark. 

In arguing otherwise, Opposers attempt to call out individual aspects of third party engine 

configurations that they claim are similar to the corresponding aspects of the GX Engine 

Trademark.  However, this approach both misapplies the law of trade dress as well as 

mischaracterizes the evidence.  It is well established that trade dress refers to the total image and 

overall appearance of a product.  Philosophy, Inc. v. Wilson, 2012 WL 975573 at *6 (TTAB Mar. 

7, 2012) (internal citations omitted).  Thus, it is the combination and overall unique look of the 

components identified in the Application that Honda seeks to protect, and Opposers’ focus on 

one or two individual components is misplaced.  In fact, the very settlement agreements on 

which Opposers seek to rely as evidence of Honda’s acquiescence of others’ use of the GX 
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Engine Trademark explicitly acknowledge that the GX Engine Trademark is unique and 

distinctive and a valid indicator of source.  See Opposers’ Motion, Ex. 1 (Lifan Settlement 

Agreement) at § 2.1 (“Lifan acknowledges and agrees . . . that the overall GX Engine Trade 

Dress is a distinctive indicator that Honda is the source of products bearing the GX Engine Trade 

Dress, and that the GX Engine Trade Dress is non-functional, valid and legally enforceable.”); 

Opposers’ Motion, Ex. 4 (Jiangdong Settlement Agreement), ¶ 1 (“JIANGDONG and HOMIER 

agree . . . that the GX Engine Trade Dress is a distinctive indicator that HONDA is the source of 

the products bearing the GX Engine Trade Dress, and that the GX Engine Trade Dress is non-

functional, valid and legally enforceable.”).3 

Moreover, even if one were to consider the individual components of the third party 

engines on which Opposers rely, it is apparent that they are not the same as or substantially 

similar to the GX Engine Trademark.  For example, in the approved design referenced in the 

Lifan settlement agreement, the air cleaner cover does not have “a belt-like area on the lower 

portion of the cover encompassing the entire circumference”; the top of the belt-like area is not 

“aligned with a rib of the fuel tank”; the fuel tank is not “roughly rectangular” (rather its bottom 

right corner protrudes); and the design does not “feature[] a beveling that runs around the top of 

its circumference.”  Compare Application to Opposers’ Motion, Ex. 1 at AHGXC000064.   

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Numerous other parties have provided similar acknowledgements in other settlement agreements into which Honda 
has entered.  See, e.g., Ex. K (Agreement between American Honda and Titan) at AHGXC000002-03 (“Titan 
acknowledges and agrees that American Honda is the owner of the GX Engine Trade Dress, that the GX Engine 
Trade Dress is a distinctive indicator that Honda is the source of products bearing the GX Engine Trade Dress and 
that the GX Engine Trade Dress is non-functional, valid and legally enforceable.”); Ex. L (Settlement Agreement 
and Mutual Release between Honda and Champion) at AHGXC000009 (“WHEREAS, HONDA owns the rights to 
certain unique, distinctive, immediately recognizable and non-functional trade dress in its small single-cylinder, 
horizontal shaft, OHV gasoline powered GX engines . . . which consist of the combination of numerous design 
elements and markings . . . .”). 
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In addition, the air cleaner cover on the Lifan engine has slots on the front and the side that are 

not part of the GX Engine Trademark, the air tank and the angle of the interior edge of the fuel 

tank on the Lifan engine is less inclined than on the GX Engine Trademark.  Opposers’ Motion, 

Ex. 1 at AHGXC000064.  Finally, although Opposers selectively point to one image of the 

alternative Lifan design, other images in the settlement agreement make clear that the Lifan 

engine does not have “an overall cubic design,” as claimed in Honda’s Application; rather, the 

fuel tank on the Lifan engine is semi-circular in design.  Id. at AHGXC000064-67.   

        

 

Indeed, in recognition of the differences between the GX Engine Trademark and the alternative 

Lifan engine, the parties agreed that “engines having an external appearance identical to the 

Lifan Alternative Engine Designs depicted in Exhibit E  are not substantially similar to the GX 

Engine Trade Dress.”  Id. at ¶ 4.3 (emphasis added). 

Lifan Approved Design #2, 
Drawing 4 of 4  
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Similarly, the Subaru Robin engine to which Opposers point has substantial differences 

from the GX Engine Trademark.  The Subaru Robin EX21 referenced in Opposers’ Motion does 

not have “an overall cubic design”; it does not have a “slanted fan cover” (rather the fan cover is 

rounded on all sides); the air cleaner cover does not feature “a cube shape with beveled top 

outside edges” (rather the top of the air cleaner cover is sloping outward, and the beveling 

appears only on the front edge); the fuel tank is not “roughly rectangular”; and the engine does 

not feature “a beveling that runs around its top circumference.”  Compare Application to 

Opposers’ Motion, Ex. 3 at Ex. K.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In asserting that Honda has admitted that the Subaru Robin engine is similar to the GX 

Engine Trademark, Opposers conveniently omit key portions of Honda’s responses to Opposers’ 

Requests for Admission that make clear that the Subaru Robin engine lacks the combination of 

elements and overall engine configuration that constitutes the GX Engine Trademark.  See Ex. M 

(Honda’s Responses to Opposers’ First Set of Requests for Admission Nos. 47-84) at pp. 41-67 

(“Honda denies that the Subaru Robin [engines depicted in Exhibits G through N have] a cubic 

design like the overall cubic design that is part of the GX Engine Trademark described and 

Subaru Robin EX21  
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shown in U.S. Application Serial No. 78/924,545.”; “Honda denies that the Subaru Robin 

[engines depicted in Exhibits G through N contain specific elements] in combination with all the 

other components of the GX Engine Trademark described and shown in U.S. Application Serial 

No. 78/924,545.”).  It is precisely because of the overall and individual differences in the 

appearance of the GX Engines and the Subaru Robin engine that Honda acknowledged in the 

Jiangdong settlement agreement cited by Opposers that the Subaru Robin engine designs are 

noninfringing.  See Opposers’ Motion, Ex. 4 at ¶ 6 (“HONDA agrees that the engines depicted 

on Exhibit D attached hereto . . . are not the same as or substantially similar to the GX Engine 

Trade Dress.”). 

In sum, all of the evidence Opposers contend supports their theory of acquiescence shows 

the exact opposite – that Honda has vigorously enforced its trade dress rights against engine 

configurations that are the same or substantially similar to the GX Engine Trademark.  

Accordingly, Opposers have failed to identify any evidence that supports their request for leave 

to amend to add claims of abandonment, genericness, and failure to use the GX Engine 

Trademark as a mark, and their Motion should be denied as futile.    

B. Honda Has Not Abandoned Its Trade Dress By Its Utilization of a New Version 
of the GX Engine 

Opposers’ reliance on Honda’s introduction of new designs of its GX Engine models is 

also misplaced.  As an initial matter, it is clear from the face of Honda’s website that the 

“redesign” of the GX Engines was primarily internal, and did not affect the overall external 

appearance of the engines.  For example, the changes made offer “improved fuel economy,” 

“quieter performance,” “lower noise levels, lower vibration, and lower emissions.”  See 

Opposers’ Motion, Ex. 5.  Any alterations to the external appearance of the engines were minor 

and certainly do not constitute abandonment of the claimed trade dress. 
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Moreover, to the extent there were any modifications to the external appearance, they 

were minor in nature, and the overall look remains unchanged.  The new versions all have “an 

overall cubic design, with a slanted fan cover, the fuel tank located above the fan cover on the 

right, and the air cleaner located to the left of the fuel tank.  The air cleaner cover features a cube 

shape with beveled top outside edges, and a belt-like area on the lower portion of the cover 

encompassing the entire circumference and the top of the belt-like area is aligned with a rib of 

the fuel tank.”  Application.  In addition, the fuel tank on the new versions remains “roughly 

rectangular,” and they “feature[] a beveling that runs around its top circumference.”  Id.  The 

only noticeable difference between the new design and the one depicted in Honda’s Application 

is that the carburetor cover on the new design lacks the “four ribs along its outside edge.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is well-established that minor variations in trade dress do not constitute abandonment.  See, 

e.g., Rose Art Undus., Inc. v. Swanson, 235 F.3d 165, 173 (3d Cir. 2000) (holding a product 

series may have trade dress rights even if there are slight variations in design so long as “the 

trade dress conveys a single and continuing commercial expression”); Dreyfus Fund v. Royal 

Bank of Canada,  525 F. Supp. 1108, 115 (S.D.N.Y. 1981) (“The law permits a user who 

New Version of the GX 120 
Drawing, U.S. Trademark 

Application Serial No. 78,924,545 
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DECLARATION OF SARAH R. FRAZIER 

 I, Sarah R. Frazier, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly licensed to practice to practice law in the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts.  I am an Associate at the law firm of Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr, 

counsel for Honda Giken Kogyo Kaubshiki Kaisha (“Honda”), the Applicant in the above-

entitled actions. 

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit A  is a true and correct copy of Opposer Briggs & Stratton 

Corporation’s (“Briggs”) July 22, 2011 Notice of Opposition.  

3. Attached hereto as Exhibit B  is a true and correct copy of Opposer Kohler Co.’s 

(“Kohler”) May 25, 2011 Notice of Opposition. 



4. Attached hereto as Exhibit C  is a true and correct copy of the April 20, 2012 letter from 

Mr. Seth B. Herring, counsel for Briggs, to Ms. Silena Y. Paik, counsel for Honda.   

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit D  is a true and correct copy of Briggs’ Rule 26 Initial 

Disclosures made on October 28, 2011, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(1).  

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit E  is a true and correct copy of Kohler’s Rule 26 Initial 

Disclosures made on February 8, 2012, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(1).  

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit F  is a true and correct copy of excerpts of Briggs’s January 3, 

2012 Responses to Honda’s First Request for Production of Documents. 

8. Attached hereto as Exhibit G  is a true and correct copy of excerpts of Briggs’ March 22, 

2012 production of documents. 

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit H  is a true and correct copy of excerpts of Kohler’s May 4, 

2012 production of documents.   

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit I  is a true and correct copy of a February 2, 2010 Press 

Release from Honda titled “Honda Introduces All-New Large GX and iGX Engines Series:  New 

Engines Offer More Power, Better Fuel Economy and Low Noise,” available at 

http://engines.honda.com/pdf/news/2010-gx-engine-release.pdf.    

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit J  is a true and correct copy of a January 18, 2011 Press 

Release from Honda titled “Honda Launches All-New Mid GX Engine Lineup:  New Models for 

Commercial Power Equipment Market Designed with Technologically Advanced Features for 
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News from Honda  
 
 

 
 Media Contact / For more information: 

 
 Sara Pines, Honda Public Relations 
 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
 (678) 339-1385  
  

For Immediate Release 
 

Honda Introduces All-New Large GX and iGX Engines Series  

New Engines Offer More Power, Better Fuel Economy and Low Noise  

 

 LAS VEGAS, Nev., February 2, 2010 – Honda today introduced an all-new 

generation of its versatile and reliable GX and iGX series of general purpose engines at 

the 2010 World of Concrete show in Las Vegas. The new generation GX Series, 

Honda’s legendary family of commercial grade engines, brings improvements in power, 

fuel efficiency, emissions performance and quiet operation to the already popular engine 

line.   

 Featuring four all-new models, the large GX engine line combines increased 

power and versatility with greater fuel economy in the same envelope.  The new GX240, 

GX270, GX340 and GX390 engine models are overhead valve (OHV) horizontal shaft 

engines that offer users durable power for a wide range of demanding commercial, 

construction and rental applications.   

 In addition to the new GX series, Honda is expanding its iGX series with an all- 

new iGX340 and iGX390 engine.  The iGX series offers further enhancements to the GX 

series, incorporating an electronic self tuning regulator (STR) governor.  Similar to GX, 

iGX engines are also (OHV) horizontal shaft engines, yet provide additional advanced 

technologies for more complex applications. 

– more –  
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 “Our new GX and iGX series of engines have been redesigned to provide more 

power and excellent fuel efficiency while reducing emissions and noise,” said Scott 

Conner, assistant vice president, Honda Engines.  “The new GX and iGX bring an 

enhanced level of value and performance to our customers.”  

 Potential applications for the large GX series of engines include: 

‚ Commercial Concrete Equipment 
‚ Commercial Generators 
‚ Water pumps 
‚ Trenchers 
‚ Chippers/shredders 
‚ Air compressors 
‚ Stump grinders 
‚ Pressure washers 
‚ Aerial lifts and platforms 
 
 

The new large GX series of engines features a host of technologies and design 

elements that allow for improved power output.  The new GX models produce 6 percent 

more power than previous models, making them among the most powerful engines in 

each of their respective categories.  This additional power is achieved via an advanced 

combustion chamber design, the implementation of Digital Capacitive Discharge Ignition 

(CDI) with variable ignition timing, and an increased compression ratio. 

Along with improved power, the new GX series of engines provides a significant 

reduction in noise and vibration, which is vital to end users of both commercial and 

residential engine applications.  Noise has been reduced up to 5 decibels, making the 

new GX one of the quietest engines available in its class.  A new reed-style breather 

valve and a new muffler design also contribute to the engine’s quiet operation, while a 

new light weight piston allows an optimized overbalance ratio for less operating 

vibration. 

Although fuel efficiency is a key attribute of all Honda engines, fuel consumption 

in the new GX family of engines has been significantly improved for 2010.  The new 

- more - 
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large GX engines increase fuel efficiency by 12 percent.  In addition to increased fuel 

efficiency, the new GX engines will meet the 2011 EPA exhaust emission regulations 

without the use of a catalyst. 

 The all-new iGX engine series features an integrated electronic control unit 

(ECU) using Honda STR governor technology.  A long life multi layer gradient density-

type air filter extends the air cleaner maintenance interval by 50 percent.  Premium 

features such as an electronically controlled governor, fully automatic choke and an 

automotive style electric starter are standard on the iGX series engines. 

Potential new applications and attributes of this technology include: 

• pressure washers that automatically respond to the load when the user 
squeezes or releases the trigger handle; 

• water pumps that can be automatically activated by a remote switch 
based on water level; 

• generators that can automatically respond to load and adjust engine 
speed based on electrical draw. 

• drive-by-wire applications, including utility vehicles, scissor lifts, ride-on 
trowels and other remotely operated products. 

 
Honda is the world’s preeminent engine maker, selling more than 24 million units 

globally in 2008 through a diverse array of automotive, motorcycle, and power 

equipment products.  Honda engines are characterized by the same quiet and fuel-

efficient technology that is behind the company’s reputation for premium quality. 

   



 
 
 

Honda GX Specifications  

     
 GX240 GX270 GX340 GX390 
Engine Type Air-cooled, 4-Stroke, OHV, single cylinder 
Bore x Stroke 3.0" x 2.3" (77 x 58 mm) 3.5" x 2.5" (88 x 64 mm) 
Displacement 16 cu in (270 cm3) 24 cu in (389 cm3) 
Compression Ratio 8.5 : 1  8.2 : 1  
Net power (kW/rpm)* 7.9 hp (5.9 kW) 8.5 hp (6.3 kW) 10.7 hp (8.0 kW) 11.7 hp (8.7 kW) 
Net Torque* 13.5 lbs ft (18.3 Nm) 14.1 lbs ft (19.1 Nm) 19.5 lbs ft (26.4 Nm) 
PTO Shaft Rotation Counterclockwise (from PTO shaft side) 
Ignition System Digital CDI with variable ignition timing 
Starting System Recoil Starter 
Carburetor Butterfly 
Lubrication System Splash 
Governor System Centrifugal Mass Type 
Air Cleaner Dual Element  
Oil Capacity  1.16 US qt (1.1 L) 
Fuel Tank Capacity  5.6 US qt (GX240/GX270)     6.4 US qt (GX340/GX390 
Evaporative Emissions Low permeation hose and purge joint provided 
Exhaust Emissions Certified for use in all 50 states 
Dimensions (L x W x H) Q-
Shaft 15.0" (380 mm) x 16.9" (429 mm) x 16.6" (422 mm) 16.0" (407 mm) x 18.1" (459 mm) x 17.7" (449 mm) 
Dry Weight 55 lbs (25.0 kg) 69 lbs (31.5 kg) 
     
* The power rating of the engine indicated in this document is the net power output tested on a production engine 
for the engine model and measured in accordance with SAE J1349 at 3,600 rpm (net power) and at 2,500 rpm  
(Max net torque). Mass production engines may vary from this value. Actual power output for the engine installed 
in the final machine will vary depending on numerous factors, including the operating speed of the engine in  
application, environmental conditions, maintenance, and other variables.   

 
 
 

– more –  
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Honda i GX Specifications 
 iGX340 iGX390  
Engine Type Air-cooled, 4-Stroke, OHV, single cylinder 
Bore x Stroke 3.5" x 2.5" (88 x 64 mm)  
Displacement 24 cu in (389 cm3)  
Compression Ratio 8.2 : 1  
Net power (kW/rpm)* 10.7 hp (8.0 kW) 11.7 hp (8.7 kW)  
Net Torque* 19.5 lbs ft (26.4 Nm)  
PTO Shaft Rotation Counterclockwise (from PTO shaft side) 
Ignition System Digital CDI with variable ignition timing 
Starting System Electric Starter  
Carburetor Float type - Horizontal Butterfly 
Lubrication System Splash 
Governor System Electric STR (Self Tuning) 
Air Cleaner Dual Element 
Oil Capacity 1.16 US qt (1.1 L) 
Fuel Tank Capacity  6.4 US qt (6.1 L)  
Evaporative Emissions Low permeation hose and purge joint provided 
Exhaust Emissions Certified for use in all 50 states 
Dimensions (L x W x H) Q-
Shaft 

16.0" (407 mm) x 19.1" (485 mm) x 17.7" (449 
mm)  

Dry Weight 82 lbs (37.0 kg)  

  
 
  

    
* The power rating of the engine indicated in this document is the net power output tested on a production engine 
for the engine model and measured in accordance with SAE J1349 at 3,600 rpm (net power) and at 2,500 rpm  
(Max net torque). Mass production engines may vary from this value. Actual power output for the engine installed 
in the final machine will vary depending on numerous factors, including the operating speed of the engine in  
application, environmental conditions, maintenance, and other variables.   

 
 
 

# # # 



 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  
 
Honda Power Equipment, a division of American Honda Motor Co., Inc., markets a 
complete range of outdoor power equipment, including outboard marine engines, 
general purpose engines, generators, lawnmowers, pumps, snowblowers, tillers and 
trimmers for commercial, rental and residential applications. Its comprehensive product 
line consists exclusively of 4-stroke engines. 
 
Information for media regarding Honda products is available at www.hondanews.com. 
Consumer information regarding Honda products is available at www.honda.com.  
 
 

– more –  
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News from Honda               
 
 
 Media Contact / For more information: 

 
 Sara Pines, Honda Public Relations 
 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
 (678) 339-1385 (ph) 

For Immediate Release 

 

Honda Launches All-New Mid GX Engine Lineup 
New Models for Commercial Power Equipment Market Designed with Technological ly 

Advanced Features for Lower Emissions, Lower Noise, Lower Vibration 
 

ALPHARETTA, Ga., January 18, 2011 Î At the 2011 World of Concrete trade 

venue, an international event dedicated to the commercial concrete and masonry 

construction industries, Honda today announced the launch of its all-new mid GX engines 

line.  Completely redesigned for 2011, the new GX120, the GX160 and the GX200 are 

single-cylinder, horizontal-shaft engines that replace the existing GX120, GX160 and GX200 

models.  The lineup is an ideal fit for an array of commercial turf applications and 

equipment including generators; construction/industrial equipment; agricultural 

equipment; water pumps; and pressure washers.  

The new Honda mid GX engines, while being dimensionally equivalent and having 

the same power output of the models they replace, boast increased performance resulting, in 

part, from the incorporation of these innovative features: 

‚ improved fuel economy through changes in valve timing, compression ratio, 
carburetor settings, and cooling system modifications; 

 

‚ new, more stringent emissions standards met through changes in valve timing; 
carburetor settings; and other proprietary components; 

 

‚ low noise levels achieved via a change in muffler structure design, breather valve, 
push rod materials, and crank/case cover rigidity; reduced vibration accomplished 
through use of a lighter engine piston. 
 

The new mid GX engines also are equipped with a number of design enhancements, 

including a new carburetor chamber coating; a recoil rope design change; the addition of a 
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carburetor filter; and an improved fuel tank guard Î all of which improve their fuel economy, 

reliability and durability.   

ÐAs a global environmental leader, Honda developed our new mid GX engines with 

technologically advanced features that contribute to lower emissions, lower noise, lower 

vibration and nearly 100 percent installation capability for OEMs in the commercial power 

gswkrogpv"octmgv.Ñ said Mike Rudolph, senior manager, Honda Engines.  ÐDgecwug"vjg"pgy 

engines essentially match the dimensions of the existing GX models they replace, original 

gswkrogpv"ocpwhcevwtgtu"yknn"pqv"jcxg"vq"oqfkh{"vjg"fgukipu"qh"vjgkt"eqoogtekcn"gswkrogpv0Ñ"" 

 
A Closer Look at Emissions Standards in 2011 and Beyond 

 
The new Honda GX120, GX160 and GX200 mid GX engines meet EPA Phase 3 

exhaust and evaporative emissions standards Î the most stringent emission regulations in 

the world.  As background, the EPA has finalized a new emission control program to reduce 

hydrocarbon emissions from small spark-ignition engines by approximately 35 percent.  

These new exhaust emissions standards will take effect in 2011 or 2012, depending on the 

size of the engine.  The final rule also includes new standards to reduce evaporative 

emissions from these fuel systems.  Ultimately, these standards will serve to reduce the 

ozone and carbon monoxide levels produced by these engines.   

The design configuration of the new Honda mid GX models reduces pollutants such 

as hydrocarbons (HCs) and nitrous oxide (NOx) while maintaining the same level of output 

power as the previous Honda GX models they replace.  ÐThe engines reduce HCs by 

reducing oil consumption via a redesigned piston shape and piston ring along with a modified 

carburetor setting.  In addition, the engine designs reduce NOx emissions through an 

adjustment in ignition timing which reduces combustion temperature and pressure.Ñ"

explained Rudolph. 
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Reduction of Noise and Vibration and in the New Honda Mid GX Mod els 
 

In the new mid range GX160 engines, the composition of the push rods has been 

changed from steel to aluminum.  Because the cylinder heads also are constructed from 

aluminum, this design change equalizes the linear expansion coefficient (the ratio at which 

the length of the push rod changes from reaction to engine heat) of the push rods.  This 

improvement reduces the valve clearance (caused by the thermal expansion of the push 

rods and the cylinders) which reduces the tappet noise.  The new engines also exhibit three 

primary design enhancements that contribute to class-leading low noise operations.  

Enhancements to the muffler, the breather valve and the case cover (GX160/200 models 

only) result in lower noise levels: 

 
Current Honda GX120 :  101 dBA 

 
New Honda GX120:    99  dBA Î dual silent spec 

 
Current Honda GX160:  102 dbA 

 
New Honda GX160:    99  dBA Î dual silent spec 

 
Current Honda GX200:  103 dbA 

 
New Honda GX200:  101 dBA Î dual silent spec 

 
Turning to the issue of vibration, any engine generates vibration through the 

reciprocal movement of the pistons.  In the new mid GX models, the piston weight has been 

reduced and the crank weight has been adjusted according to the piston weight and 

connecting rod weight.  As a result, the crankshaft rotates to counterbalance the reciprocal 

movement force of the pistons Î reducing primary engine vibration. 

All three new mid GX models Î the GX120, the GX160 and the GX200 Î carry the 

Honda industry-competitive, three-year warranty.  Comprehensive details about this warranty 

offering and other consumer information can be found at www.honda.com.  

Honda is the world's largest manufacturer of engines, producing and marketing more 

than 23 million units globally in 2009 for a diverse array of automotive, motorcycle, marine, 

and power equipment products.  Honda Engines offers a complete line of small, general 

purpose engines for commercial, rental industry, and consumer applications.  Honda engines 
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supply smooth and dependable power for more than 3,000 different product applications 

including pressure washers, lawnmowers, and rescue and construction equipment. 

 
Specifications for Honda Mid GX Engines 

 
 
 GX120 GX160 GX200 

Engine Type Air-cooled, 4-stroke, OHV, single cylinder 

Bore X Stroke (inches/mm) 406Ñ"Z"309Ñ" 
(60 mm X 42 mm) 

409Ñ"Z"30:Ñ" 
(68 mm X 45 mm) 

409Ñ"Z"403Ñ" 
(68 mm x 54 mm) 

Displacement 7.2 cubic in.  

(118 cm
3
) 

9.9 cubic in.  

(163 cm
3
) 

12 cubic in.  

(196 cm
3
) 

Compression Ratio 8.5 : 1 9.0 : 1 8.5 : 1 

Net Power (kW/rpm)* 3.5 hp (2.6 kW) 4.8 hp (3.6 kW) 5.5 hp (4.1 kW) 

Net Torque* 5.4 lbs. ft. (7.3 Nm) 7.6 lbs. ft. (10.3 Nm) 9.1 lbs. ft. (12.4 Nm) 
PTO Shaft Rotation Counterclockwise (from PTO shaft side) 

Ignition System Transistor Magneto 

Starting System Recoil Starter 

Carburetor Butterfly 

Lubrication System Splash 

Governor System Mechanical 

Air Cleaner Dual Element 

Oil Capacity 0.59 US qt. (0.56 L) 0.61 US qt. (0.58 L) 0.63 US qt. (0.60 L) 

Fuel Tank Capacity 2.1 US qt. (2.0 L) 3.3 US qt. (3.1 L) 3.3 US qt. (3.1 L) 

Evaporative Emissions Low permeation hose and purge joint provided 
Exhaust Emissions Certified for use in all 50 states 

Dimensions (L X W X H) 3402Ñ"*527"oo+"Z" 
3506Ñ"*563"oo+"Z" 
3502Ñ"*54;"oo+ 

3405Ñ"*534"oo+"Z" 
3508Ñ""*568"oo+"Z" 
3508Ñ"*568"oo+ 

3408Ñ"*543"oo+"Z" 
360:Ñ"*598"oo+"Z" 
3508Ñ"*568"oo) 

Dry Weight 29 lbs. (13.0 kg) 33 lbs. (15.1 kg) 35 lbs. (16.1 kg) 
 
* The power rating of the engines indicated in this document measures the net power output at 
3600 rpm (7000 rpm for model GXH50, GXV50, GX25 and GX35) and net torque at 2500 rpm, as 
tested on a production engine. Mass production engines may vary from this value.  Actual power 
output for the engine installed in the final machine will vary depending on numerous factors, 
including the operating speed of the engine in application, environmental conditions, maintenance 
and other variables. 

   
 
GfkvqtÓu"Pqvg< 
 
Honda Power Equipment, a division of American Honda Motor Co., Inc., markets a complete range of 
outdoor power equipment, including outboard marine engines, general purpose engines, generators, 
lawnmowers, pumps, snowblowers, tillers and trimmers for commercial, rental and residential applications. 
Its comprehensive product line is powered exclusively by environmentally advanced 4-stroke engines. 
 
Information for media regarding Honda products is available at www.hondanews.com. 
Consumer information regarding Honda products is available at www.honda.com. 
 

http://www.hondanews.com/
http://www.honda.com/
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