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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD  
 
 
In re Application Serial No.:  77/926,242 
Filed:  February 2, 2010 
Mark:  APPLES & A’S 
Published in the Official Gazette January 4, 2011 
 
 
ATHLETICS INVESTMENT GROUP LLC D/B/A/ ) 
THE OAKLAND ATHLETICS BASEBALL   ) 
COMPANY,       ) Opposition No.  91200484 
     Opposer,  ) 
 v.       ) 
        ) 
GARTNER STUDIOS, INC.,    ) 
     Applicant.  ) 
 
 
Commissioner for Trademarks 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board 
P.O. Box 1451 
Alexandria, VA  22313-1451 
 

ANSWER 
TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

 
 Applicant, Gartner Studios, Inc., by its attorneys, hereby submits its Answer to the Notice 

of Opposition filed by Opposer, Athletics Investment Group LLC d/b/a/ The Oakland Athletics 

Baseball Company (hereinafter “Oakland”), as follows: 

 

 1. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations of Paragraph 1 and therefore denies the same. 

 2. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations of Paragraph 2 and therefore denies the same. 

 3. Applicant admits that Oakland is shown as the owner of Reg. Nos. 1,234,697, 

1,257,146, 1,263,825, 1,267,687, 1,267,861, 1,523,854, 1,530,675, 1,570,831, 2,417,758, 

2,573,396, 2,630,348, 2,759,932, 3,349,787, and 3,349,788 in the records of the U.S. Patent and 
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Trademark Office.  Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as 

to the remainder of Paragraph 3 and therefore denies the same.  

 4. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations of Paragraph 4 and therefore denies the same. 

 5. Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

allegations of Paragraph 5 and therefore denies the same. 

 6. Applicant admits the allegations of Paragraph 6.  

 7. Applicant admits the allegations of Paragraph 7.  

 8. Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 8. 

 9. Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 9.  

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

 1. Applicant’s mark APPLES AND A’S is not likely to cause confusion with 

Opposer’s registered marks. 

2. Opposer’s opposition is barred by laches, estoppel and acquiescence. 

 3. As shown in Exhibit A hereto, the mark “A” has been registered and continues to 

be registered in over 90 U.S. Trademark Registrations in class 16 without causing any confusion 

with Opposer’s registrations.  

 4. As shown in Exhibit B hereto, the mark “A” has been registered and continues to 

be registered in some 47 U.S. Trademark Regstrations in Class 18 without causing any confusion 

with Opposer’s registrations. 

 WHEREFORE, Applicant requests that Opposer’s opposition be denied and that 

Applicant’s mark that is the subject of U.S. Trademark App. Serial No. 78/618,124 proceed to 

allowance. 
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Dated:  May 20, 2013     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 DICKE, BILLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
 Attorneys for Applicant 
 
 By:  /John M. Weyrauch/   
 100 South Fifth Street, Suite 2250 
 Minneapolis, MN  55402 
 (612) 767-2511 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 

 I hereby certify that on May 20, 2013, I caused a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

ANSWER To Notice of Opposition to be sent via First Class Mail, postage prepaid, to Opposer’s 

counsel at the following address:  

 
Seth Shaifer 
COWAN, LIEBOWITZ & LATMAN, P.C. 
1133 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY  10036 

 
 
 _______________________________ 
 Norma J. Arhos 
 
































