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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the matter of application Serial No. 77/514,179
Published in the Official Gazette on December 29, 2009

JOHN PHILLIPS AVLON, )
an individual )
)

Opposer, )

)

\2 ) Opposition No. 91194679

)

DEMARCUS FREEMON, )
an individual )
)

Applicant. )

)

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

P.O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

OPPOSER’S REPLY IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

Opposer John Phillips Avlon (“Opposer”™), by his attorneys, hereby submits this Reply in
Support of his Motion for Summary Judgment (“Opposer’s Motion™) of dismissal of Applicant’s
application no. 77/514179.

Applicant’s Response to Opposer’s Motion for Summary Judgment (“Applicant’s
Response”) fails to raise any dispute of fact. Applicant relies on a single, unsupported legal
argument and fails to contest the dispositive arguments in Opposer’s Motion. Applicant
superfluously argues that Opposer’s INDEPENDENT NATION mark cannot stand alone without
the additional language “How The Vital Center Is Changing American Politics.” (See
Applicant’s Motion at pp. 2-10). Applicant’s argument is misleading, fails to cite any legal
authority, and fails to explain how its argument is relevant to this proceeding. Applicant further

fails to address the facts of this case, i.e., the trademark is used as a book title and in connection



with Opposer’s services of providing a website that features information and articles in the field
of news, politics, media, social issues, public affairs and entertainment, providing a blog
featuring information in the field of news, politics, media, social issues, public affairs and
entertainment, providing an Internet news portal featuring links to news stories and articles in the
field of current events, providing an online forum in the field of politics, social issues, media,
news, public affairs and entertainment and providing an on-line community for registered users
to participate in discussions, get feedback from their peers, form virtual communities, and
engage in social networking (collectively, “Opposer’s Website Services”). Finally, Applicant’s
failure to address its undisputed admissions necessitates summary judgment in favor of Opposer.

I INDEPENDENT NATION Is a Complete Representation of Opposer’s Trademark.

In each section of its Response, Applicant relies on the unsupported argument that
Opposer’s INDEPENDENT NATION mark cannot stand alone without an associated tagline or
subtitle. (See Applicant’s Response). Applicant offers no legal basis for its argument. (/d). At
best, Applicant’s argument attempts to demonstrate that Opposer’s INDEPENDENT NATION
mark is a mutilation or incomplete representation of mark. See T.M.E.P. § 807.12(d). Under the
well-established standard, however, there can be no dispute that INDEPENDENT NATION
alone is a trademark.

The Board should not even consider Applicanl’s argument because Applicant failed to
demonstrate that the INDEPENDENT NATION mark and any associated taglines comprise a
composite mark. See TM.E.P. § 807.12(d) (“An applicant may apply to register any element of
a composite mark if that element presents, or will present, a separate and distinct commercial
impression apart from any other matter with which the mark is or will be used on the

specimen.”). Indeed, the undisputed facts show that INDEPENDENT NATION is a stand alone



mark. Even if the Board considers Applicant’s argument, the undisputed facts demonstrate that
INDEPENDENT NATION creates a separate and distinct commercial impression apart from any
tagline.

A. INDEPENDENT NATION Is a Stand Alone Mark

Applicant does not dispute that the INDEPENDENT NATION mark is used in at least
three different ways: (1) as a book title; (2) as a domain name; (3) in connection with Opposer’s
Website Services.

Opposer’s book is titled “INDEPENDENT NATION.” (See February 27, 2012 Avlon
Decl. at § 2). Opposer’s book includes different taglines in the hardcover and paperback
versions of the book. (See Declaration of Robert J. Barz (“Barz Decl.”), 49 3, 6, Ex. A, Ex. B).
The change from the tagline “How the Vital Center Is Changing American Politics” in hardcover
to “How Centrism Can Change American Politics” in paperback explains Applicant’s confusion
regarding the wording of the taglines. (See Applicant’s Response at p. 4). The use of distinct
taglines demonstrates that the mark at issue is not comprised of either tagline. Only
“INDEPENDENT NATION” is used on both versions of the book cover. (Barz Decl. at { 3, 6).
Moreover, the back cover of the hardcopy version of the book, which includes a synopsis and a
review of the book, refers to the book simply as “INDEPENDENT NATION.” (Barz Decl. at
19 4-5).

Neither of the taglines is included in the domain name “independentnation.org.”
Moreover, Opposer’s website has always included the INDEPENDENT NATION mark
regardless of additional wording. Like the book, additional language on the website, including

the use of taglines, has varied throughout the years. (See February 27, 2012 Avlon Decl. at 9§ 4).



The most recent version of the website does not use the tagline identified by Applicant at all.
(/d.). The absence of a tagline has not altered the use of the mark. (Id.).

In sum, Opposer’s use of INDEPENDENT NATION with and without the taglines
identified by Applicant demonstrates that those taglines are not essential to the mark, that the
taglines can be and have been easily divorced from the mark, and that the taglines are not part of
the INDEPENDENT NATION mark. Without its untenable argument regarding taglines,
Applicant is unable to rebut the undisputed evidence that shows Opposer was the first user of an
identical mark that is used for the same services and in the same channels of trade. (See
Opposer’s Motion at pp. 5-6).

B. INDEPENDENT NATION Creates a Separate and Distinct Commercial
Impression Apart From Any Tagline.

Even assuming arguendo if INDEPENDENT NATION were always used with a tagline,
INDEPENDENT NATION always creates a separate and distinct commercial 1mpression,
Applicant’s Response relies almost entirely on the erroneous premise that INDEPENDENT
NATION is part of a larger composite mark: “Independent Nation: How the Vital Center Is
Changing American Politics.” (See Applicant’s Response at pp. 2-10). Not only does
Applicant’s argument ignore the use of INDEPENDENT NATION with the tagline “How
Centrism Can Change American Politics,” it fails to provide any basis — legal or factual — to
support its position. (/d).

In previous rulings on this issue, the TTAB has made clear that it considers the following
factors to determine whether a mark like INDEPENDENT NATION is separate and distinct
from additional wording: whether the additional wording is of “smaller size and slightly different
stylization than the wording comprising the mark”; whether removal of the additional wording

“does not disturb any aspect of the mark’s visual continuity”; whether the additional wording is



“in close proximity” to the mark; whether the additional wording is “physically separated” from
the mark; whether the additional wording is “less prominent” than the mark. See In re Royal
BodyCare, Inc., Serial No. 78976265, 2007 TTAB LEXIS 30 (Trademark Trial & App. Bd. Feb.
22, 2007); see also In re Jordan Outdoor Enterprises, Ltd., Serial No. 78298898 [non-
precedential], 2006 TTAB LEXIS 353 (Trademark Trial & App. Bd. Aug. 9, 2006); see also In
re The Gray Foxes, Serial No. 76544022 [non-precedential], 2005 TTAB LEXIS 429, 6-7
(Trademark Trial & App. Bd. Sept. 30, 2005).

In this instance, regardless of the tagline used (if any), INDEPENDENT NATION is
prominent and completely separate from the additional language. INDEPENDENT NATION is
much larger in size, printed in a different style and on a different half of the book from the
additional wording. (Barz Decl. at Ex. A, Ex. B; see also February 27, 2012 Avlon Decl. at Ex.
A). Similarly, as used in connection with Opposer’s Website Services, the INDEPENDENT
NATION mark is used prominently in a form separate and distinct from any other wording on
the Web site. (See February 27, 2012 Avlon Decl. at § 4). Moreover, the interchangeability of
different additional language undisputedly demonstrates that removal and/or replacement of
either of the taglines does not disturb any aspect of the visual continuity of INDEPENDENT
NATION. The same holds true for the website, which currently does not include any additional
language with the mark. (/d. at Ex. B).

iL Opposer Has Used Its INDEPENDENT NATION Mark as a Book Title, a Domain
Name and In Connection With Opposer’s Website Services.

Applicant’s arguments that INDEPENDENT NATION as a book title alone does not
establish trademark rights and that INDEPENDENT NATION as a domain name alone does not
establish trademark rights are inapposite because INDEPENDENT NATION is used as a book

title and a domain name and in connection with Opposer’s Website Services. (See Applicant’s



Response at pp. 7-8). Applicant’s arguments are misleading and not properly applied to the
undisputed facts.

Applicant’s argument regarding book titles and domain names ignores the undisputed
fact that INDEPENDENT NATION is not used as a domain name alone or as a book title alone.
Applicant applies case law to a set of facts not present here. Opposer not only uses the mark as a
book title and in a domain name, but also prominently displays the INDEPENDENT NATION
mark on Opposer’s website and uses the mark in connection with Opposer’s Website Services.
‘To that end, Applicant does not dispute that INDEPENDENT NATION is a source identifier for
Opposer’s Website Services.

Applicant fails to address the undisputed fact that Opposer uses INDEPENDENT
NATION as a mark in a book title, a domain name and in connection with Opposer’s Website
Services. Applicant addresses two of the three independently, without ever addressing the
undisputed collective uses set forth in Opposer’s Motion:

INDEPENDENT NATION [is used] in connection with the advertising and
promotion of his book published that year, as well as in connection with certain
services, namely, providing a Web site that features information and articles in the
field of news, politics, media, social issues, public affairs and entertainment,
providing a blog featuring information in the field of news, politics, media, social
issues, public affairs and entertainment, providing an Internet news portal
featuring links to news stories and articles in the field of current events, providing
an online forum in the field of politics, social issues, media, news, public affairs
and entertainment and providing an on-line community for registered users to
participate in discussions, get feedback from their peers, form virtual
communities, and engage in social networking

(Compare Opposer’s Motion at p. 2 with Applicant’s Response at pp. 7-8).

III. ~ There is a Likelihood of Confusion Between Applicant’s Mark and Opposer’s
Mark.

The parties do not dispute that both marks contain the identical wording INDEPENDENT

NATION. Regardless of any tagline to Opposer’s book title, the literal, dominant portion of



Applicant’s mark is identical to Opposer’s mark. CBS Inc. v. Morrow, 708 F.2d 1579, 1581-
1582 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (“the verbal portion of the mark is the one most likely to indicate the
origin of the goods to which it is affixed”); see also L.C. Li-censing, Inc. v. Cary Berman, 86
U.S.P.Q.2d 1883, 1887, 2008 WL 835278, at *3 (TTAB 2008) (“[I]t is well settled that if a mark
comprises both a word and a design, then the word is normally accorded greater weight because
it would be used by purchasers to request the goods.”). Moreover, the services at issue are
identical or highly related. As a result, “the degree of similarity necessary to support a conclusion of
likely confusion declines.” Century 21 Real Estate Corp. v. Century Life of Am., 970 F.2d 874, 877
(Fed. Cir. 1992).

Applicant’s services are admittedly so broad that they encompass the entirety of Opposer’s
services. (See Applicant’s Response at p. 10). In other words, Applicant purports to provide the
exact same services as Opposer and also some additional services. Applicant does not dispute the
similarity of Applicant and Opposer’s identical services. (/d). Applicant also does not dispute that
Applicant’s and Opposer’s services travel in the same channels to the same classes of purchasers.
See Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Packard Press, Inc., 281 F.3d 1261, 1268 (Fed. Cir. 2002) (“absent
restrictions in the application and registration, goods and services are presumed to travel in the same
channels of trade to the same class of purchasers”). Accordingly, Applicant has failed to raise any
genuine issue of material fact regarding the similarity of the marks and services at issue.

IV.  Applicant’s Admissions Entitle Opposer to Summary Judgment

There is no dispute that Applicant failed to provide a timely response to Opposer’s
requests for admission. (See Applicant’s Response at p. 2). Applicant ignores the ramifications
of failing to respond to the requests for admission. (/d). Fed. R. Civ. P. 36 provides that if a
party upon which requests for admission have been served fails to file a timely response thereto,

the requests will stand admitted (automatically), and may be relied upon by the propounding



party pursuant to 37 CFR § 2.120()(3)(i), unless the party upon which the requests were served
is able to show that its failure to timely respond was the result of excusable neglect; or unless a
motion to withdraw or amend the admissions is filed pursuant to Rule 36(b), and granted by the
Board. See TBMP § 527.01(d); see also TBMP § 524.01 (“If no response is timely served to a
request for admission, the matter is automatically deemed admitted.”). Applicant did not seck
leave to withdraw or amend any of the admissions that it effectively admitted under Fed. R. Civ.
P.36. Accordingly, all of Opposer’s requests for admissions served on Applicant stand admitted
and are considered conclusively established. Fed. R. Civ. 36(b); see also American Automobile
Ass'n v. AAA Legal Clinic of Jefferson Crooke, P.C., 930 F.2d 1117, 19 USPQ2d 1142, 1144
(5th Cir. 1991) (an admission not withdrawn or amended cannot be rebutted by contrary
testimony at trial).

As set forth in Opposer’s Motion, the following facts are admitted:

1. Applicant did not use the mark prior to July 3, 2008;

2, Opposer was the first to use the mark in connection with the electronic
publication of articles and blog submissions;

3. The marks are identical;

4. The parties’ services and publications are offered in the same channels of
trade; and

5. There have been numerous instances of confusion between the parties.

Petersen Decl., § C.' These undisputed facts alone provide grounds for summary judgment in
favor of Opposer. (See Opposer’s Motion).
For all the foregoing reasons and those set forth in Opposer’s Motion, Opposer John

Phillips Avlon respectfully requests that the Board grant his Motion for Summary Judgment.

1

Applicant’s argument that it believed “that the discovery period was extended to the end of
March 2012” does not excuse the Applicant from ignoring the requirements of Rule 36,
which require responses within 30 days regardless of the discovery period. See Fed. R. Civ.
P. 36.



DATED this 10" day of April, 2012.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN PHIYLIPS ON

By:

“One offis Attomeyso
Carol A. Genis, Esq.

Robert J. Barz, Esq.
Cristiana N. Huynh, Esq.
K&L GATES LLP

P.O. Box 1135

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1135
Telephone: (312) 807-4272
Fax: (312) 827-8084



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing Opposer’s
Motion for Summary Judgment is being sent by over night mail this 10" day of April 2012 in an

envelope addressed to Applicant’s counsel at:

Herbert T. Patty, Esq.
1625 The Alameda, Suite 508
San Jose, CA 95126

L

Robert J Barz,

10



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the matter of application Serial No. 77/514,179
Published in the Official Gazette on December 29, 2009

JOHN PHILLIPS AVLON, )
an individual )
)

Opposer, )

)

\2 ) Opposttion No. 91194679

)

DEMARCUS FREEMON, )
an individual )
)

Applicant. )

)

United States Patent and Trademark Office
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board

P.O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

DECLARATION OF ROBERT J. BARZ
IN SUPPORT OF OPPOSER’S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

I, ROBERT J. BARZ, hereby declare:

1. I'am counsel for the Opposer in the above-captioned proceeding. 1 have personal
knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration and, if called as a witness, could and would
competently testify thereto.

2. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit A is a truc and correct copy of the
amazon.com page for the hardcover version of “Independent Nation,”

3. The front cover of the hardcover version of “Independent Nation” includes the
tagline: “How the Vital Center Is Changing American Politics.”

4. The back cover of the hardcover version includes a synopsis that calls the book
“Independent Nation” without a tagline. The back cover also includes a review by Rudolph

Giuliani that calls the book “Independent Nation” without a tagline.



5. Attached to this Declaration as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the
amazon.com page for the paperback version of “Independent Nation.”
6. The front cover of the paperback version of “Independent Nation” includes the
tagline: “How Centrism Can Change American Politics.”
[ declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America

that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this 10" ay of April at Chicago, Illinois.

Robert J. Barz



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, an attorney, hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing Declaration of
Robert J. Barz in Support of Opposer’s Motion for Summary Judgment is being sent to counsel
for Applicant via overnight mail on April 10, 2012 in an envelope addressed to Applicant’s

counsel at:

Herbert T. Patty, Esq.
1625 The Alameda, Suite 508
San Jose, CA 95126

Robert J. Barﬁ].




EXHIBIT A

Opposition No. 91194679

April 10, 2012 Barz Declaration on Behalf of
John Phillips Avlon
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political biographies, it offers an insightful and engaging analysis of the successes and failures of key Centrist leaders throughout the twentieth
century. In the process, it demonstrates that Centrism is not only a winning political strategy but an enlightened governing philosophy that
best reflects the will of the people by putting patriotism ahead of partisanship and the national interest ahead of special interests.
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From Publishers Weekly

Avlon, a columnist for the New York Sun, a staffer in Clinton's 1996 election campaign and former chief speechwriter for Rudy Giuliani, argues
that centrism, "the rising political force in modern American life," also offers the best chance for America to prosper. Part history, part political
philosophy, part roadmap for centrists, this volume demonstrates Avlon's thesis by exploring political battlegrounds-from state primaries to
presidential campaigns-in which a centrist message succeeded. To Avlon centrism is not a matter of compromise or reading polls; rather it's an
antidote to the politics of divisiveness, providing principled opposition to political extremes. His description of Maine Republican senator
Margaret Chase Smith's morally and politically courageous Senate speech rejecting McCarthyism four years before the Senate censured him
embodies Avlon's view of centrism, and he uses that example to demonstrate the value of centrists like Smith to the body politic. Perhaps the
most remarkable achievement he describes was that of Earl Warren, who in 1946 ran for governor of California in the Republican, Democratic
and Progressive primaries-and won all three. Avlon's centrist tent is a large one: the political campaigns of presidents as diverse as Theodore
Roosevelt, Wilson, JFK, Nixon and Clinton are chronicled to demonstrate the staying power and effectiveness of centrist politics., But his broad
definition of centrism somewhat undercuts his thesis, and his failure to address the times when centrist politics may not have been

appropriate-the New Deal era, for example-also leaves lingering questions. Still, Avlon's argument that centrismis good for America is appealing.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Former Rudy Giuliani speechwriter Avlon posits that political accomplishment has stemmed and should continue to stem from a centrist posture.
Avlon goes on to chronicle the careers of such disparate "centrists” as Teddy Roosevelt, Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Jesse Ventura, and--yes--
Rudy Giuliani, to name but a few. As for his theory, Arthur Schlesinger gave a superior outline in his book The Vital Center (1988). Avlon also
seems to cherish only one model of a centrist--the budgetary conservative with his fingers on the pulse of politically correct social issues. Still,
the author makes a good point when he suggests that political parties should be able to bridge various policies that would appear to be perfect
fits (e.g., if maximizing freedom of choice is one's concern, why shouldn't pro-choice liberals take school choice vouchers under their
umbrella?). The fault, Avlon suggests, lies in the curse of special-interest politics. In all, the book's salvation lies in the essay-size bios, which
are very revealing, instructive, and full of new insights about stories we thought we already knew, Allen Weakland

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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33 of 38 people found the following review helpful

Much better then Prozac Nation, or The Nation of Islam,
March 18, 2004

By Larry Kincaid (New York USA) - See all my reviews

p 5 4 : Independent Nation: How the Vital Center Is Changing American Politics
{Hardcover)
John Avlon's book Independent Nation, distinguishes itself from the pack of
jeremiads against our polarized political culture via his ability to use small points to
prove larger ones. He weaves a rich tapestry from the fabric of American history
that allows the reader an insight not only into political giants such as Moynihan
and Giuliani's policies, but there persons as well. By including sections about lesser
known figures Avlon shows that while we do live in a unique time, this is not the

www.amazon.com/Independent-Nation-Changing-American-Politics/dp/1400050235
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first generation whose politics were personal or polarized.

One of the most fascinating parts of the book is the section on Edward Brooke,
who is an often forgotten figure in the struggle for civil rights. How did a black
Republican get elected to the US Senate in white Democratic Massachusetts?
Avlon argues that by pursuing the "vital center” he was elected first in 1966 and
then re-elected in 1972 even as Nixon was losing the state. The arguments he
uses to buttress this point are impressive and well-thought out.

Is there a vital center anymore? The fringes of both parties take out their
vengeance via the primaries on any person who puts forth what Dick Morris called
the "triangulation strategy" and but yet we sometimes let great leaders slip by like
Guliani, Moynihan and even Clinton.

1 once read that we get the politics we deserve rather than those that we desire.
Avlon illustrates this with countless examples of people who were excoriated by
their own parties and often only appreciated in historical retrospect. Where have
you gone Daniel Moynihan....

Help ether customers find the most helplul reviews Report abuse i Eermalink

Was this review helpful to you? Comment

26 of 31 people found the following review helpful

A Sharp Political History of Centrism...And A Vital Roadmap,
March 3, 2004

By Rick Wilson (Washington, DC) - See all my reviews

»: Independent Nation: How the Vital Center Is Changing American Politics

(Hardcover)

John Avlon's Independent Nation is a cogent and nuanced history of the
profoundly independent character of American political life. As a historical
education in the lives of leaders who defied the conventional political wisdom of
their times by steering an independent path we see icons from Teddy Roosevelt to
Rudy Giuliani. They sometimes left their base voters puzzled but won accolades
from the vast center. In these character and leadership profiles, Independent
Nation shines.

Both parties continue to wage primary battles that mandate we follow Nixon's
dicta: run for your base in the primary, run in the center for the general. As the
fractures on the far left and far right combine with increasing vocal constituency
groups at either end of the spectrum, getting back to the center in either
campaigns or governance becomes more challenging, though as Avlon's work
demonstrates, more vital than ever,

Independent Nation serves as a smart roadmap for campaigners, historians and
those interested in the tidal flow of ideological life in America. It is a picture not
only of what effective leadership from the center of our nation has been, but is
becoming.

Help other customers find the most helpfuf reviews Reportabuse | Permalink

Was this review helpful to you? Comment

13 of 15 people found the following review helpful
Worth reading!, July 24, 2005
By Frank (Stockton CA) - See ail my reviews

v Independent Nation: How Centrism Can Change American Politics

{Paperback}

Avlon makes some good points, and his book is worth reading, particularly for its
insights on what went wrong in the Carter administration.

On the other hand, Avlon sometimes stretches the evidence to make a point, so
that he even winds up contradicting himself.

Writing about Nixon as a typical moderate, Avlon says that Nixon rejected the
Republican appeal to racist southern votes, and that Nixon strove to reassure
voters he "was no Wallace." Nixon was "ultimately successful" in desegregating
southern schools, and is finally quoted as writing that "Republicans must not go
prospecting for the fool's gold of racist votes.”

But when later writing about African-American Senator Edward Brooke's role as a
moderate, Avlon claims that Brooke was constantly fighting the Nixon
administration's "southern strategy," now claiming that Nixon himself was
appropriating "George Wallace's blue-collar southern segregationist support.” To
signal his support of the South, Nixon here is said to have nominated to the
Supreme Court Haynsworth, who had questionable commitment to civil rights, and
then nominated Carswell, who was "spectacularly unqualified,” though Southem,
and believed in segregation. The Nixon administration had an "intentionally slow
timetable for desegregation.” Here, BROOKE, not Nixon, is quoted as calling the
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search for southern racist votes "fool's gold.”
The book is worth reading, but beware the stretched facts.

The binding in the book I bought was cheaply made.
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From Publishers Weekly

Avion, a columnist for the New York Sun, a staffer in Clinton's 1996 election campaign and former chief speechwriter for Rudy Giuliani, argues
that centrism, "the rising political force in modern American life," also offers the best chance for America to prosper. Part history, part political
philosophy, part roadmap for centrists, this volume demonstrates Avion's thesis by exploring political battiegrounds-from state primaries to
presidential campaigns-in which a centrist message succeeded. To Avion centrism is not a matter of compromise or reading polls; rather it's an
antidote to the politics of divisiveness, providing principled opposition to political extremes. His description of Maine Republican senator
Margaret Chase Smith’s morally and politically courageous Senate speech rejecting McCarthyism four years before the Senate censured him
embodies Avilon's view of centrism, and he uses that example to demonstrate the value of centrists like Smith to the body politic. Perhaps the
most remarkable achievement he describes was that of Earl Warren, who in 1946 ran for governor of California in the Republican, Democratic
and Progressive primaries-and won all three. Avlon's centrist tent is a large one: the political campaigns of presidents as diverse as Theodore
Roosevelt, Wilson, JFK, Nixon and Clinton are chronicled to demonstrate the staying power and effectiveness of centrist politics. But his broad
definition of centrism somewhat undercuts his thesis, and his failure to address the times when centrist politics may not have been
appropriate-the New Deal era, for example-~also leaves lingering questions. Still, Avlen's argument that centrism is good for America is appealing.
Copyright ® Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Boogklist

Former Rudy Giuliani speechwriter Avlon posits that political accomplishment has stemmed and should continue to stem from a centrist posture,
Avion goes on to chronicle the careers of such disparate "centrists" as Teddy Roosevelt, Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Jesse Ventura, and--yes--
Rudy Giuliani, to name but a few. As for his theory, Arthur Schiesinger gave a superior outline in his book The Vital Center (1988). Avlon also
seems to cherish only one model of a centrist--the budgetary conservative with his fingers on the pulse of politically correct social issues. Still,
the author makes a good point when he suggests that political parties should be able to bridge various policies that would appear to be perfect
fits (e.g., if maximizing freedom of choice is one's concern, why shouldn't pro-choice liberals take school choice vouchers under their
umbrella?). The fault, Avlon suggests, lies in the curse of special-interest politics. In all, the book's salvation lies in the essay-size bios, which
are very revealing, instructive, and full of new insights about stories we thought we already knew. Affen Weakland

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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33 of 38 people found the following review helpful

Much better then Prozac Nation, or The Nation of Islam,
March 18, 2004

By Larry Kincaid (New York USA) - See all my reviews
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H Indegendent Nation: Howthe Vital Center Is Chanaing American Politics
{Hardcover)

John Avion's book Independent Nation, distinguishes itself from the pack of
jeremiads against our polarized political culture via his ability to use small points to
prove larger ones, He weaves a rich tapestry from the fabric of American history
that allows the reader an insight not only into political giants such as Moynihan
and Giuliani's policies, but there persons as well. By including sections about lesser
known figures Avlon shows that while we do live in a unique time, this is not the
first generation whose politics were personal or polarized.

One of the most fascinating parts of the book is the section on Edward Brooke,
who is an often forgotten figure in the struggle for civil rights. How did a black
Republican get elected to the US Senate in white Democratic Massachusetts?
Avlon argues that by pursuing the "vital center" he was elected first in 1966 and
then re-elected in 1972 even as Nixon was losing the state. The arguments he
uses to buttress this point are impressive and well-thought out.

Is there a vital center anymore? The fringes of both parties take out their
vengeance via the primaries on any person who puts forth what Dick Morris called
the "triangulation strategy" and but yet we sometimes let great leaders slip by like
Guliani, Moynihan and even Clinton.

I once read that we get the politics we deserve rather than those that we desire.
Avlon illustrates this with countless examples of people who were excoriated by
their own parties and often only appreciated in historical retrospect, Where have
you gone Daniel Moynihan....

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews Regort abuse | Permalink

Was this review helpful to you? Comment

26 of 31 people found the following review helpful

A Sharp Political History of Centrism...And A Vital Roadmap,
March 3, 2004

By Rick Wilson (Washington, DC) - See all my reviews

Independent Nation: How the Vitai Center Is Changing A merican Politics

{Mardco 1
John Avlon's Independent Nation is a cogent and nuanced history of the
profoundly independent character of American political life. As a historical
education in the lives of leaders who defied the conventional political wisdom of
their times by steering an independent path we see icons from Teddy Roosevelt to
Rudy Giuliani. They sometimes left their base voters puzzied but won accolades
from the vast center. In these character and leadership profiles, Independent
Nation shines,

Both parties continue to wage primary battles that mandate we follow Nixon's
dicta: run for your base in the primary, run in the center for the general. As the
fractures on the far left and far right combine with increasing vocal constituency
groups at either end of the spectrum, getting back to the center in either
campaigns or governance becomes more challenging, though as Avion's work
demonstrates, more vital than ever.

Independent Nation serves as a smart roadmap for campaigners, historians and
those interested in the tidal flow of ideological life in America. It is a picture not
only of what effective leadership from the center of our nation has been, but is
becoming.

Help other customers find the most helpful reviews Report abuse i Permalink

Comment

Was this review helpful to you?

13 of 15 people found the following review helpful
Worth reading!, July 24, 2005
By Frank (Stockton CA) - See all my reviews

: Independent Nation: How Centrism Can Change A merican Politics

Avlon makes some good points, and his book is worth reading, particularly for its
insights on what went wrong in the Carter administration.

On the other hand, Avlon sometimes stretches the evidence to make a point, so
that he even winds up contradicting himself.

Writing about Nixon as a typical moderate, Avion says that Nixon rejected the
Republican appeal to racist southern votes, and that Nixon strove to reassure
voters he "was no Wallace." Nixon was "ultimately successful” in desegregating
southern schools, and is finally quoted as writing that "Republicans must not go
prospecting for the fool's gold of racist votes,"

But when later writing about African-American Senator Edward Brooke's role as a
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moderate, Avion claims that Brooke was constantly fighting the Nixon
administration's "southern strategy,” now claiming that Nixon himself was
appropriating "George Wallace's blue-collar southern segregationist support.” To
signal his support of the South, Nixon here is said to have nominated to the
Supreme Court Haynsworth, who had questionable commitment to civil rights, and
then nominated Carswell, who was "spectacularly unqualified,” though Southern,
and believed in segregation. The Nixon administration had an "intentionally slow
timetable for desegregation.” Here, BROOKE, not Nixon, is quoted as calling the
search for southern racist votes "fool's goid."

The book is worth reading, but beware the stretched facts.

The binding in the book I bought was cheaply made.
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