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guide services; bus transport
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and comedy productions; health clubs, namely, providing instruction and equipment for physical
exercise; amusement centers and arcades; providing casino and gaming services by means of web
sites and a global computer network
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services; providing facilities for conventions, banquets, social functions, fund raising, and special
events; making hotel reservations for others

Grounds for Opposition


http://estta.uspto.gov

The mark is primarily geographically descriptive Trademark Act section 2(e)(2)

The mark is primarily geographically deceptively | Trademark Act section 2(e)(3)
misdescriptive

Attachments Cotai Opp.pdf ( 33 pages )(2550002 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Jonathan D. Bick/
Name Jonathan D. Bick
Date 01/20/2009




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In the Matter of Trademark Application Serial No. 78/588,080
For the Mark: COTAI STIP

Blue String Ventures, Inc.
Opposer,
Opposition No.:
V.
Las Vegas Sands Corporation,
Applicant.
NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Blue String Ventures, Inc. (hereinafter "Opposer"), a Nevada corporation, having its
principal place of business at 1869 Indian Bend Drive Henderson, NV 89074 believes it will be
damaged by registration of the mark COTAI STRIP as shown in Application Serial No.
78/588,080 owned by Las Vegas Sands Corporation, whose address is 3355 Las Vegas
Boulevard South Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 (hereinafter "Applicant"), and hereby opposes the
same.

The grounds for opposition are as follows:

1. Opposer is the owner of the domain name "CotaiStrip.com." (Exhibit 1 - printout
from Whois.net).
2. Opposer's "CotaiStrip.com" website is travel guide featuring information about

the Cotai Strip as well as information about real estate and travel and tours all relating to the
Cotai Strip geographical area which includes properties not owned or otherwise affiliated with
the Applicant (Exhibits 2 and 3 - Opposer's CotaiStrip.com website and Opposer's Application

Serial No. 77/621,531 for CotaiStrip.com). Opposer will be harmed by registration of
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Applicant's Cotai Strip mark since registration could result in Opposer being compelled to cease
and desist use of the geographic term Cotai Strip as well the involuntary transfer of its
CotaiStrip.com domain name.

3. Applicant's COTAI STRIP mark, when used on or in connection with the goods
and/or services of Applicant, is primarily geographically descriptive under Section 2(e)(2) of the
Trademark Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(¢)(2). Upon information and belief, Applicant's COTAI

STRIP mark has not acquired distinctiveness pursuant to Section 2(f) of the Trademark Act.

4. The term Cotai Strip is a geographic location on the Chinese island of Macau
which refers to a finger of reclaimed land which merges the Coloane and Cotai islands (Exhibit 4
- THE INDEPENDENT, Jan. 14, 2009).

5. Major media outlets and the press in Macau regularly use the term "Cotai Strip"
in exactly the same way as "Las Vegas Strip" (See, e.g., Exhibit 5 - WALL STREET JOURNAL ).

6. The name Cotai Strip is used by the press and other Cotai Strip casino companies,
such as Melco-PBL and Galaxy Entertainment, to geographically identify this island on Macau

(Exhibit 6 - Wikipedia Article).

7. The name "Cotai" came from the names of the two islands, the Taipa Island and
the Coloane Island. Therefore, people often mix up the LVS's project of Cotai Strip with Estrada
do Istmo, the actual road connecting Taipa and Coloane, or even broader, the whole district.

Macau press use the phrase "Cotai Strip" in that exact way as "Las Vegas Strip" (Exhibit 6).

8. The mark is geo graphically descriptive and has not acquired distinctiveness for
certain of the goods/services set forth in the application as evidenced by the fact there are more
than 400 other domains containing the words "Cotai Strip" which have been registered by many

others (Exhibit 7 - printout from DomainTools.com).
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9. Additional evidence of worldwide, geographically descriptive use of the term
"Cotai Strip" may be found in, but not limited to, content published in the following: the January
2009 edition of MACAU BUSINESS; the January 16, 2009 MACAU DAILY TIMES; the January 11,
2009 edition of THE STRAITS TIMES; Reuters - January 13, 2009; January 16, 2009 edition of LAS
VEGAS SUN; January 14, 2009 edition of THE INDEPENDENT; the January 14, 2009 edition of
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD (See Exhibit 8). Each of these references uses the term "Cotai
Strip" to refer to a geographical location which include properties not owned by or otherwise
affiliated with Applicant.

10. A search for the term "Cotai Strip" on the NEXIS electronic news data base
reveals 1,952 news stories which refer to "Cotai Strip" as a geographical location (See Exhibit 9).

11.  The non-profit Macau hotel association also refers to the "Cotai Strip" as a
location of properties both associated and not associated (or otherwise) affiliated with the
Applicant (Exhibit 10).

12. In view of the foregoing, Applicant's COTAI STRIP mark should be refused
registration on the ground that it is primarily merely geographically descriptive since, upon
information and beliéf, the goods and/or services identified by Applicant's Application Serial No.
78/588,080 come from the "Cotai Strip." In addition, as demonstrated above, the primary
significance of the term "Cotai Strip" is that of a generally known geographic place. Moreover,
the relevant purchasing public would believe that the goods and/or services for which the mark is
sought to be registered originate in the "Cotai Strip" on the Chinese island of Macau.

13.  Alternatively, in the event that the goods and/or services of Applicant do not
originate on the "Cotai Strip" area of the island of Macau, Applicant's Mark is primarily

geographically deceptively misdescriptive under Section 2(¢)(3) of the Trademark Act, 15
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U.S.C. § 1052(e)(3) and should be refused registration on this basis. Assuming that Applicant's
goods and/or services do not originate on the "Cotai Strip," the mark is geographically
deceptively misdescriptive since the primary significance of the mark is a generally known
geographic location, the consuming public is likely to believé that the place identified by the
mark indicates the origin of the goods and/or services bearing the mark, when in fact the goods
do not come from that place and the misrepresentation was a material factor in the consumer's
decision. The Opposer endeavored to determine the geographic source of Applicant's goods and
services but Opposer's findings were inconclusive due in part to the fact that the application is
based on Section 1(b).

WHEREFORE, Opposer respectfully requests that Application Serial No.
78/588,080 be refused, that no registration be issued thereon to Applicant, and that this
opposition be sustained in favor of Opposer.

Opposer herein appoints Jonathan Bick, members of the Bar of the State of New
Jersey, its attorneys to prosecute the above opposition with full powers of substitution and
revocation and to transact all business in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office connected
therewith; correspondence address: WolfBlock LLP, 101 Eisenhower Parkway, Roseland, New
Jersey, Tel.: (973) 228-5700, Fax.: (973) 228-7852, e-mail: jbick@wolfblock.com.

Respectfully submitted,
Blue String Ventures, Inc.

Dated: January 20, 2009 By: /s/ Jonathan Bick

Jonathan Bick Esq.
WolfBlock LLP

101 Eisenhower Parkway
Roseland, New Jersey 07068
Tel: (973) 228-5700

Fax: (973) 228-7852
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E-mail: jbick@wolfblock.com
Counsel for Opposer
Encl. (Exhibits 1 - 10)
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on January 20, 2009, I caused one true copy of the Notice of
Opposition to be served upon Applicant Las Vegas Sands Corporation by causing a true and
correct copy thereof to be sent via first class mail, postage prepaid, addressed to plaintiff's
attorney of record as follows:

Susan Okin Goldsmith
Duane Morris LLP
Suite 1200
744 Broad Street
Newark NJ 07102

/s/ Jonathan Bick
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Whois.Net Page 1 of 2

NV

Whois.Net

DOMAIN-BASED RESEARCH SERVICES

’ : , L
WHOIS Lookup | |.com ] Gol |
Whois: cotaistrip.net cotaistrip.org
Available Domains
r corporationtaiband.... r mycotaistrip.com r mycompanytaistrip.c... r mycotairemove.com
r corporationtairemov... I companytaistriplive... I easycompanytaistrip... r corporationtaiband...
I corporationtaiband.... I mycotaistrip.net r mycompanytaistrip.n... r mycotaistrip.org
I mycotairemove.net I corporationtairemov... r companytaistriplive... r easycompanytaistrip

ORDER NOW

Premium Domains For Sale At Sedo.com
thecotaistrip.co... $10000 cofaistripevents... $300 cotaistripboxing... $300 cotaistripbets.c... $300

cotaistripjoker.... $300

Click here for a SiteTiki.com article about cotaistrip.com

[whois.godaddy . com]

The data contained in GoDaddy.com, Inc.'s Whols database,

while believed by the company to be reliable, is provided "ag is"

with no guarantee or warranties regarding its accuracy. This

information is provided for the sole purpose of assisting you

in obtaining information about domain name registration records.

any use of this data for any other purpose is expressly forbidden without the prior writte
permigsion of GoDaddy.com, Inc. By submitting an inguiry,

you agree to these terms of usage and limitations of warranty. In particular,
you agree not to use this data to allow, enable, or cotherwise make possible,
diggemination or collection of this data, in part or in its entirety, for any
purpose, such as the transmission of unsolicited advertising and

and solicitations of any kind, including spam. You further agree

not to use this data to enable high volume, automated or robotic electronic
processes designed to collect or compile this data for any purpose,

including mining this data for vour own personal or commercial purposes.

Please ncte: the registrant of the domain name is specified

in the "registrant" field. In most cases, GoDaddy.com, Inc.
is not the registrant of domain names listed in this database.

Registrant: |

Eni.._7
A VI RO

http://www.whois.net/whois_new.cgi?d=cotaistrip&tld=com 1/20/2009




Whois.Net Page 2 of 2

Blue String Ventures, Inc.

Registered through: Gobaddy.com, Inc. (http://www.godaddy.com}
Domain Name: COTAISTRIP.COM

Domain servers in listed order:
N&1.BLUEGRAVITY.COM
Ng2 . BLUEGRAVITY . COM

For complete domain details go to:
http://who.godaddy . com/whoischeck.aspx?Domain=COTAISTRIP. COM

Domain Information Hosting Resources
Domain Name Registration, News Web Hosting, VPS, Managed Hosting,
Daily DNS Changes, ICANN Windows Hosting, Windows Servers

Dedicated Web Hosting

Copyright © 1999-2008

http://www.whois.net/whois_new.cgi?d=cotaistrip&tld=com 1/20/2009



Cotai Strip - Entertainment Capital of Asia Page 1 of 1

COtal StriD.Com Your Guide to the Cc

Home Location Shopping & Dining Resorts/Casinos Travel Guide

Cotai Strip, Macau

Inspired by the lights, action, and fun of the Las Vege
Cotai is the world's fastest growing adult playground.
1996, development has exploded with nearly 26 Hote
various stages of construction. By the year 2010 the :
up to 30 resorts making it the newest Vacation Parad

Here at CotaiStrip.com, you will find everything you n
about the beautiful and exotic destination. From the ¢
shopping, dining, nightlife, travel information, fun, anc
construction updates, you'll soon be ready to plan yoi
Asia's Version of Sin City.

Cotai Visitor Information
Location: Between Taipei & the Coloane
(Macau, China)
Official Chinese and Portuguese
Language:
Size: 5.2 km/11.4 sq. miles
Temperture: Avgerage High 78°F
Average Low 69°F
Population 520,400
(Macau):
: Macanese pataca (MOP

Guangdong

Frovincs

EXHIBIT. A

http://www.cotaistrip.com/ 1/20/2009



TARR Status

| ASSIGH Status

. TTAB Status

‘( Use the "Back"” button of the

Internet Browser to return to TESS)

COTAISTRIP.COM

Word Mark
Goods and Services

Standard Characters
Claimed

Mark Drawing Code
Serial Number
Filing Date

Current Filing Basis
Original Filing Basis
Owner

Attorney of Record
Type of Mark
Register

Live/Dead Indicator

COTAISTRIP.COM
IC 036. US 100 101 102. G & S: Real estate. FIRST USE: 20080401. FIRST USE IN
COMMERCE: 20080401

IC 039. US 100 105. G & S: Arranging travel and tours. FIRST USE: 20080401. FIRST
USE IN COMMERCE: 20080401

(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK
77621531

November 25, 2008

1A

1A

(APPLICANT) BLUE STRING VENTURES, INC. CORPORATION NEVADA 1869
Indian Bend Drive Henderson NEVADA 89074

Jonathan D. Bick
SERVICE MARK
PRINCIPAL
LIVE

EXHIBIT 3



Screenshot from The Independent, a British newspaper, from January 14, 2009
which states that the Cotai Strip, a finger of reclaimed land which merges the Coloane and Cotai
islands.
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- Screen Shot of http:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotai_Strip -- last visited January

16, 2009

Cotai Strip

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Cotai Strip is the name of the casino and tourism project at the Cotai District, Macau,
inspired by the Las Vegas Strip in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA.

Map of the planned Cotai Strip.
The project is invested by Las Vegas Sands, and LVS currently has a trademark application

pending with the United States Patent and Trademark Office for the name "Cotai Strip".Y

However, the name Cotai Strip is used generlcally by the press, as well as other Cotai Strip
casino companies, such as Melco- PBL and Galaxy Entertainment, in their financial filings and
websites.

The name "Cotai" came from the names of the two islands, the Taipa Island and the Coloane
Island. Therefore, people often mix up the LVS's project of Cotai Strip with Estrada do Istmo,
the actual road connecting Taipa and Coloane, or even broader, the whole district.

Although Galaxy Entertainment's Grand Waldo Hotel commenced operations in 2006 and was
the first casino to open on the Cotai Strip, the first big milestone for the Cotai Strip was the
opening of Las Vegas Sands’ Venetian Macao on August 28, 2007.

EXHIBIT (0
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+ 1 Las Vegas Sands financial problems

e 2 List of Casinos and Hotels by Macau Concessionaire

¢ 3 Gallery
e 4 Footnotes

[edit] Las Vegas Sands financial problems

Due to the 2008 financial crisis, up to 11,000 construction workers are to lose their jobs as US
gaming giant Las Vegas Sands Corp cuts back its development in Macau.2!Stephen Weaver,
Sands' president for Asia, says on Thursday in Macau, up to 11,000 workers will lose their jobs
in Macau after the company halted building projects in the city. Developments of site no. 5 and
no. 6 on the strip will be halted. ™

[edit] List of Casinos and Hotels by Macau Concessionaire

Cotai Strip Site 1 = The Venetian Macao Resort Hotel.

Cotai Strip Site 2 = Four Seasons Hotel Macau.

Cotai Strip Site 3 = Far East Consortium "The Phoenix".

Cotai Strip Site 4 = Shangri-La Hotel Macau and Traders Hotel Macau.

Cotai Strip Site 5 = Sheraton Macao Hotel and St. Regis Macao.

Cotai Strip Site 6 = Hilton Hotel Macau and Conrad Hotel Macau.

Cotai Strip Site 7 = Fairmont Hotel Macau, Raffles Macau and Swissotel Macau.

20,000 hotel rooms. 1.5 mm sq ft of casino space. 3.0 mm sq ft of MICE space. 3.0 mm
sq ft of retail space. 4.0 mm sq ft of vacation suites. 25,000 seats for live entertainment.

Melco-PBL

e City of Dreams = Hard Rock Hotel, Crown Hotel, and Grand Hyatt Macau.

e Macau Studio City = The Ritz-Carlton Macau, Marriott Studio City, and W Macau.

Galaxy entertainment

¢ Galaxy World Resort = Hotel Okura.



o 3 hotels open when phase I is complete, and 9 hotels in total when all phases are
finished.

e Grand Waldo Hotel.

MGM Mirage
o  MGM Grand Macao

Wynn Resorts

e Owns land on Cotai and has stated that they plan to build one casino resort that will be
"the most beautiful hotel on earth".*!

Harrah's Entertainment

e Owns the Macau Orient Cotai, adjacent to the Lotus Bridge and across from Macao
Studio City. Project operate as a golf course for the time being. !

[edit] Gallery

City of Dreams  Shangri-La MacauGalexyWorld Reso

Venetian

[edit] Footnotes

1. 2 "United States Patent and Trademark Office".

2. 2 Melco-PBL SEC Filing F-1, 12/01/2006

3. 2 Unlucky Number - Hong Kong Standard

4. A [http://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking news_detail.asp?id=9563 Up to 11,000
Macau workers to lose jobs ]

5. A~ "CotaiCasinoNews.com".

6. » Harrah's Entertainment press release, 09/12/2007

This Macau location article is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.
Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotai_Strip"
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cotai strip - Domain Search , Page 1 of 3

«¢, TrafficZ DomainTools LeaseThis.com
k3

cotai strip - Domain Search ,
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- two screen shots which state in relevant part that David Green, Macau-based
gaming expert for PricewaterhouseCoopers, refers to a set of Las Vegas Sands property and non-

Las Vegas Sands property resorts as Cotai Strip development.
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- screen shot of an article which states in relevant part:

They came with a canny investment on a prime piece of golf course land on the Cotai Strip
and now feel they are well positioned amid the chill of the global economic meltdown.
Harrah(Os CEO Gary W. Loveman, tells Macau Business why he wishes they(ld been able
to enter the enclavells gaming run when all the others did

Note that the golf course land which Harrah's purchased, and which is referred to here as being
"on the Cotai Strip," is south of the Las Vegas Sands property.
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-- screen shots of article prepare by additional authors from November 2008
magazine articles which refer to the geographical location of the Cotai Strip.
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-- screenshot from the Macau Daily Times - January 16, 2009 -in which the "Judiciary
Poiice" is said to be headquartered "on the Cotai Strip." No reference to any Las Vegas Sands property.
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screenshot from the January 11, 2009 online edition of The Straits Times, a
Singapore pubiication, which refers to the "Cotai Strip gambling and entertainment district”" in Macau.
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two screenshots showing an article in the Las Vegas Sun from January 16, 2009
with the second screenshot referring to a non Las Vagas Sands property located on Macau’s
Cotai Strip
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- Screenshot from Reuters - January 13, 2009. The second paragraphs two and
eight refer to the term "Cotai Strip" as a geographical location which include non-Las Vegas
Sands properties.
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Screenshot of the The Independent, a British newspaper, from January 14, 2009
which refers to the term "Cotai Strip" as a geographical location which include non-Las Vegas
Sands properties.
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Screenshot of Sydney Morning Herald, January 14, 2009 referring to refer to
the "Cotai Strip" as a location of properties not associated with the Las Vegas Sands organization
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Screenshot of
http://www .lexis.com/research/retrieve? m=46355¢79¢01d88077fef54¢191e73b74&csve=bl&cf
orm=searchForm& fmtstr=XCITE&docnum=1& startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVtz-
zSkAz& md5=e2b8e69f53187a2369a1153331bfc18b last visited January 19, 2009 which

shows that the term "Cotai Strip" was used in 1,952 news stories.
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Screenshot of non-profit Macau trade associations refer to the "Cotai Strip" as a
location of properties not associated with the Las Vegas Sands organization
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