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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMAREK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Valentino S.p.A., }
)
Opposer, } Opposition No. 91183098
)
)
v, }
)
VanderVeer, LLC, }
)
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Applicant. )

Trademark Trial and Appeal Board
Commuissioner for Trademarks
P.O. Box 1451

Alexandria, VA 22313-1451

ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION

Applicant, VanderVeer, LLC (*Applicant™), answers the Notice of Opposition
(*“Opposition™) as follows:
Applicant denies that Valentino S.p.A. (“Opposer”) will be damaged by the
registration of Application Serial No. 77/277,765 (Applicant’s Mark).
1. Applicant 1s without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 1 and, therefore, denies same.
2. Applicant admits that Opposer is the owner of the regisirations attached to the
Opposition, but Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a
belief as to the truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 2 and, therefore, denies

SAme.
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Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 3 and, therefore, denies same.

Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 4 and, therefore, denies same.

Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 5 and, therefore, denies same.

Applhicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a beliel as to the
truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 6 and, therefore, denies same.

Applicant 18 without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of allegations contained in Paragraph 7 and, therefore, denies same.

Applicant is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the
truth of allepations contained in Paragraph § and, therefore, denies same.

Applicant admits that the first use date of its V logo is November 2005,

Applicant admits that it has no connection with Valentino but denies that it has ever
used the V and oval design mark of opposer.

Applicant denies all allegations of Paragraph 11 of the Opposition.

Applicant denies all allegations of Paragraph 12 of the Qpposition.

Applicant denies all allegations of Paragraph 13 of the Opposition.

Applicant denies all allegations of Paragraph 14 of the Opposition.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES

Applicant’s Mark is not likely to cause confusion or dilution and is entitled to
registration on the Principal Register.

Opposer has failed to state a claim upon which relief may be granted.
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17. The relief Opposer seeks is barred by the doctrines of unclean hands, laches,
estoppel, and/or acquiescence.

18. The reliel Opposer seeks is barred by the prior registration (Morehouse) defense.

19. Opposer has abandoned its rights, if any, to its alleged trademarks in association
with the goods and services identified in each of Opposer’s registrations.

20. Opposer’s alleged trademarks are not famous, and, therefore, use and/or registration
of Applicant’s Mark will not cause dilution of Opposer’s alleged trademarks.

Wherefore, Applicant prays that:

1. Judgment in the present opposition be entered in favor of Applicant;

yd

The present opposition be dismissed; and
3. That {rademark application Serial No. 77/277,765 be allowed to proceed to

registration.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing ANSWER TO NOTICE
OF OPPOSITION was served on opposer by service on its attorney via email at

asterbatorfem com and via first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: Anne M. Sterba,

Rothwell, Figg, Frnst & Manbeck P.C., 1425 K 8t., N.W., Suite 800, Washington, D.C.

20005.
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