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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

STARBUCKS U.S. BRANDS, LLC
and STARBUCKS CORPORATION DBA
STARBUCKS COFFEE COMPANY,
Opposers,
Opposition No. 91179507
-against-

MILANO FOOD CONCEPTS PRIVATE
LIMITED,

Applicant.

ANSWER

Applicant MILANO FOOD CONCEPTS PRIVATE LIMITED (“Milano”), by its
attorneys White & Case LLP, answers the Notice of Opposition (“Opposition”) by Starbuck U.S.
Brands, LLC and Starbucks Corporation DBA Starbucks Coffee Company (collectively,
“Opposer”) as follows:

Answering the unnumbered preamble paragraph of the Opposition, Milano states
that it is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the
allegations concerning the corporate structure and business address of Opposer and, therefore,
neither admits nor denies said allegations; that it is without knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations concerning Opposer’s subjective belief as to any
purported damage “by the registration of the mark FOCACCINO MILANO COFFEE BAR
AND BAKERY & DESIGN shown in Application Serial No. 78729620” and, therefore, neither

admits nor denies said allegations; that it denies the allegations contained in the preamble
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paragraph concerning any purported damage to Opposer; and that it admits that Opposer purports
to oppose U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 78729620.

In response to the individually numbered paragraphs in the Opposition, Milano
answers as follows:

1. Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 1 of the Opposition.

2. Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 2 of the Opposition.

3. Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 3 of the Opposition, except that it admits
that Opposer is listed as the record owner of U.S. Trademark Registration Nos. 3,080,371,
2,458,908; 2,251,651; 2,149,732; 2,151,175; 2,148,066, and 1,745,953 in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office online trademark database.

4, Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 4 of the Opposition.

5. Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 5 of the Opposition.

6. Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 6 of the Opposition, except that it admits
that Opposer’s marks are on the Principal Register of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

7. Milano admits the allegations contained in paragraph 7 of the Opposition.

8. Milano admits the allegations contained in paragraph 8 of the Opposition.
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9. Milano admits that paragraph 9 of the Opposition depicts the
FOCACCINO MILANO COFFEE BAR AND BAKERY & DESIGN trademark that is the
subject of Application Serial No. 78729620.

10.  Responding to paragraph 10 of the Opposition, Milano repeats and
incorporates by reference the responses in paragraphs 1 through 9 of this Answer.

11.  Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 11 of the Opposition.

12.  Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 12 of the Opposition, except that it admits
that some of Opposer’s registrations issued prior to the filing date of Milano’s application.

13.  Milano denies the allegations contained in paragraph 13 of the Opposition.

14.  Milano denies the allegations contained in paragraph 14 of the Opposition.

15.  Responding to paragraph 15 of the Opposition, Milano repeats and
incorporates by reference the responses in paragraphs 1 through 14 of this Answer.

16.  Milano is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as
to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 5 of the Opposition.

17. Milano denies the allegations contained in paragraph 17 of the Opposition.

18.  Milano denies the allegations contained in paragraph 18 of the Opposition.

Milano expressly denies any and all allegations in the Opposition for which it has

sufficient knowledge or information and which are not expressly admitted above.

AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES
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1. There is no likelihood of confusion, mistake or deception of the
purchasing public because Milano’s mark is manifestly distinct in sight, sound and meaning from
any alleged mark of the Opposer.

2. There can be no dilution of Opposer’s mark by Milano’s mark because
Opposer’s mark is not sufficiently famous.

3. There can be no dilution of Opposer’s mark by Milano’s mark because the
marks are not similar.

WHEREFORE, Milano prays that the Notice of Opposition be dismissed in its
entirety, and that a registration issue to Applicant for its mark.

Dated: New York, New York
October 29, 2007

Respectfully submitted,

WHITE & CASE LLP

By: /Christopher J. Glancy/
Christopher J. Glancy

1155 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10036
Telephone: (212) 819-8200
Facsimile: (212) 354-8113

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT

MILANO FOOD CONCEPTS PRIVATE
LIMITED
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Answer was served by first
class mail, postage prepaid, on this 29" day of October, 2007, upon counsel for Opposer,
Julia Anne Matheson, Esq., Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett and Dunner, LLP,

901 New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20001.

Matthew Bart
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