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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Kabushiki Kaisha Hitachi Seisakusho d/b/a )
Hitachi, Ltd., a Japanese corporation, )

Opposer,
Opposition No. 91168628

V. Serial No. 78/453,552

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.,

AN N T N W R Y

Applicant.

ANSWER TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION -

In the matter of application Serial No. 78/453,552 for registration of the mark
“ILEADING THE NEXT” by Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. (hereinafter “Applicant”), which
was published in the Official Gazette on November 22, 2005, Applicant hereby submits its
Answer to the Notice of Opposition filed by Kabushiki Kaisha Hitachi Seisakusho d/b/a Hitachi,
Ltd. (“Opposer” or “Hitachi”) in the above-referenced action as follows:

1. Applicant is without sufficient information or knowledge to form a belief with
respect to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 1 and therefore denies same.

2. Applicant is without sufficient information or knowledge to form a belief with |
respect to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 2 and therefore denies same.

3. Applicant admits that Opposer lists numerous items in its Class 10 description for
its “INSPIRE THE NEXT” Application under Serial No. 75/924,852, but is without sufficient
information or knowledge to form a belief with respect to the truth or falsity of the remaining
allegations in paragraph 3 and therefore denies same.

4. Applicant denies Opposer’s characterization of its “INSPIRE THE NEXT” mark

as a “house mark”, but admits the remaining allegations in paragraph 4.




5. Applicant is without sufficient information or knowledge to form a belief with
respect to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 5 and therefore denies same.

6. Applicant is without sufficient information or knowledge to form a belief with
respect to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 6 and therefore denies same.

7. Applicant is without sufficient information or knowledge to form a belief with
respect to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 7 and therefore denies same.

8. Applicant admits that it filed a U.S. Application for the mark “LEADING THE
NEXT?” under Serial No. 78/453,552 on July 20, 2004 for the goods covered in its Class 10
description, that Applicant’s application was published on November 1, 2005, that Opposer
obtained a thirty-day extension of time to file this Notice of Opposition and that Opposer has
timely filed this Opposition, and Applicant denies all remaining allegations in paragraph 8.

9. Applicant admits that it intends to use its “LEADING THE NEXT” mark on the
goods listed in its Class 10 description, but denies the remaining allegations in paragraph 9.
Applicant lacks information or knowledge to form a belief with respect to the truth or falsity of
whether there is a definite relationship and overlap between the goods to be offered in
connection with Applicant’s “LEADING THE NEXT” mark and the goods set forth in
Opposer’s application and actually offered in connection with Opposer’s “INSPIRE THE
NEXT” mark and therefore denies such allegations. Applicant denies its mark is likely to be
confused with Opposer’s mark.

10.  Applicant is without sufficient information or knowledge to form a belief with
respect to the truth or falsity of the allegations in paragraph 10 regarding the reasons Opposer
selected its “INSPIRE THE NEXT” mark and Opposer’s intended expression of that slogan, and

therefore denies same. Applicant denies that its “LEADING THE NEXT” mark creates the same



commercial impression, as, inter alia, the words “LEADING” and “INSPIRE” look and sound

different. Applicant additionally denies Opposer’s statements regarding the “incomplete

sentence” and the alleged ramifications of such alleged usage and Applicant denies any

remaining allegations in paragraph 10.

11.  Denied.

WHEREFORE, Applicant prays that the Opposition against its U.S. trademark

application for “LEADING THE NEXT” be dismissed.

Date: February 16, 2006

Respectfully submitted,

LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER LTD.
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Mark J. Liss

Seth A. Rose

LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD.
Two Prudential Plaza, Suite 4900
Chicago, IL 60601-6780
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Attorneys for Applicant

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of Applicant’s ANSWER
TO NOTICE OF OPPOSITION was sent on this 16" day of February, 2006, via first class mail,

postage prepaid, to the following:

Michelle C. Burke

McDermott Will & Emery LLP
227 West Monroe Street

Suite 4400

Chicago, IL 60606

LA A s




