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The Board, on May 30, 2003, issued the notice
instituting this opposition and allowed applicant until July
9, 2003 to file an answer. On July 14, 2003 (by certificate
of mailing), applicant filed its answer and a notion to
accept its late-filed answer. W find that the delay was
not the result of wllful conduct or gross neglect. See
Paol 0’ s Associates Limted Partnership v. Paol o Bodo, 21
USPQ2d 1899 (Conmir 1990). Moreover, applicant, by filing
an answer, has shown it may have a neritorious defense
herein. Finally, because the answer is only five days |ate
opposer will not be prejudiced by applicant’s delay in
filing its answer. Accordingly, applicant’s answer is
accept ed.

Dates remain as set in the May 30, 2003 trial order.
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