In the Matter of U.S. Application No. 76/365,332
For: CH-CHOCTAW HOSPITALITY INSTITUTE
Published: June 11, 2002

CHOCTAW NATION OF OKLAHOMA

VS.

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Before the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board -
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Opposer,

Opposition No. 125,682

'MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS

Applicant.

BOX TTAB

NO FEE

Commissioner for Trademarks
2900 Crystal Drive

Arlington, Virginia 22202-3513

ANSWER i

Applicant, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, hereby Answers the Notice of Opposition

filed by Opposer as follows. Asa general' matter, Applicant denies that Opposer will be damaged by

the registration of the mark at issue herein. | More specifically: =3 =

1. Applicant admits the allegation of Paragraph 1. ‘: glj -- -

2. Applicant is without sufficient knowledge to either admit or deny the allegations of <3 ; :
Patagraph 2 and therefore denies the same. : i; v *

3. Applicant admits the allegation of Paragraph 3. C_f ‘”’:J

4. Applicant admits the allegation of Paragraph 4. i

5. Applicant admits the allegation of Paragraph 5.

6. Applicant admits the allegation of Paragraph 6 in part and denies it in part, i.e., the town of
Choctaw, Mississippi, is one of Applicant’s locations and places where it provides services.

7. .Applicant admits the allegafion of Paragraph 7.
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22.

Applicant admits the allega’éions‘of Paragraph 8 in part and denies them in part, 1.e.,
Applicant admits that the term CHOCTAW is an identifier of specific Nati_ve American
Indian Tribes and/or the members thereof but Applicant is without sufﬁcient knowledge to
either admit or deny that the term CHOCTAW is “well-known”, “common”, and/or
“descriptive” identifier theréof and therefore denies the same. [

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 9.

Applicant admits the allegations of Paragraph 10 in part and denies th;m in part, i.e.,
Applicant admits that the térm CHOCTAW is an identifier of specific Native American
Indian Tribes and/or the members thereof but Applicant is without sufﬁcient knowledge to
either admit or deny that the ‘term CHOCTAW is “well-known”, “comimon”, and/or
“descriptive” identifier thereof and therefore denies the same.

Applicant is without sufficient knowledge to either admit or deny the allegations of
Paragraph 11 and therefore denies the same.

Applicant denies the allegatigns of Paragraph 12.

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 13.

Applicant is without sufficient knowledge to either admit or deny the ailegations of
Paragraph 14 and therefore dénies the same.

Appliéant admits the allegation of Paragraph 15 in part and denies it in 'part, i.e., the town of
Choctaw, Mississippi, is one of Applicant’s locations and places where? 1t provides services.
Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 16.

Applicant denies the allegatiohs of Paragraph 17.

Applicant denies the allegatipﬁs of Paragraph 18.

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 19.

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 20.

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 21.

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 22.
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. Applicant denies the allegétiohs'of Paragraph 23. ) i _

Applicant is ' without sufﬁcient knowledge to either admit or deny theev allegations of
Paragraph 24 and therefore denies the same. |

Applicant denies the aliegations of Paragraph 25.

Applicant is without sufficient knowledge to either admit or deny the allegations of
Paragraph 26 and therefore denies the same.

Applicant is without sufficient knowledge to either admit or deny thc; allegations of
Paragraph 27 and therefore denies the same.

Applicant denies thé allégéfions of Paragraph 28.

Applicant denies the allegétions of Paragraph 29,

Applicant denies the allegations of Paragraph 30.

WHEREFORE, Applicant denies that Opposer is entitled to any of the relief for which it has

prayed.

Respectfully submitted,

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW INDIANS

| BY\W%\wW

Barbara L. (Pixie) Waite _
Venable, Baetjer, Howard & Civiletti, LLP
1201 New York Avenue, NW., Ste. 1000
Washington, DC 20005

(202) 962-4811 :

Attorneys for Applicant

Dated\'\b }Q}QQB ;
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e CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rebecca A. Rhinehardt, a secretar}; in the Law Offices of Venable‘,?'BaeAtjer, Howard &
~ Civiletti, L.L.P., hereby certify that a true and accurate copy of the foregoing}Answer has been

served upon the following by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, on this the ZDJL> day of June, 2003.

Eric J. von Vorys
Glenn C. Etelson .
Stephen G. Janoski
Karl Wm. Means
Shulman Rogers Gandal Pordy & Ecker, P.A..
11921 Rockville Pike, Third Floor
Rockville, Maryland 20852
‘Attorneys for Petitioner
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