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Request for Reconsideration after Final Action

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 86196451

LAW OFFICE
ASSIGNED

LAW OFFICE 107

MARK SECTION

MARK http://tmng-al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/86196451/large

LITERAL ELEMENT BANNERMAN

STANDARD
CHARACTERS

YES

USPTO-GENERATED
IMAGE

YES

MARK STATEMENT The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular font style, size or color.

EVIDENCE SECTION

        EVIDENCE FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._Braavos__Inc._-
_Request_for_Reconsideration_Re_BANNERMAN.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (13 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0002.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0003.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0004.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0005.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0006.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0007.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0008.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0009.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0010.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0011.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0012.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0013.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0014.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._f_Kathlyn_Querubin_in_Support_of_Request_for_Reconsideration.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (8 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0015.JPG
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        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0016.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0017.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0018.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0019.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0020.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0021.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0022.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._Request_for_Reconsideration_after_Final_Office_Action-signed.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0023.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0024.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitA.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (3 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0025.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0026.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0027.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitB.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0028.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0029.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitC.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (22 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0030.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0031.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0032.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0033.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0034.JPG
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       ORIGINAL PDF
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evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitD.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0052.JPG
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       ORIGINAL PDF
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FILE(S)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitF.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (8 pages)
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FILE(S)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitH.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (3 pages)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitI.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (3 pages)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE
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       (3 pages)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitK.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (5 pages)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitL.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (3 pages)
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        \\TICRS\EXPORT16\IMAGEOUT16\861\964\86196451\xml15\RFR0087.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitM.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (6 pages)
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       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE

evi_17322717410-20160331184205870284_._ExhibitN.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (5 pages)
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DESCRIPTION OF
EVIDENCE FILE

Please see the actual argument text attached within the Evidence section.

SIGNATURE SECTION

RESPONSE
SIGNATURE

/Kathlyn Querubin/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Kathlyn Querubin

SIGNATORY'S
POSITION

Attorney of record, CA bar member

SIGNATORY'S PHONE
NUMBER

N/A

DATE SIGNED 03/31/2016

AUTHORIZED
SIGNATORY

YES

CONCURRENT APPEAL NO
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re the Trademark Application: ) 
) 

Serial No.: 86196451 ) Trademark Law Office: 107 
) Attorney: Aretha C. Somerville 

Applicant: Braavos, Inc. ) 
) 

Trademark: BANNERMAN ) 
) 

Filing Date: Febrnary 18, 2014 ) 
) 

Office Action ) 
Mailing Date: October 15, 2015 ) 

) 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION AFTER FINAL ACTION 

Braavos, Inc. ("Applicant"), by and through counsel, hereby requests reconsideration of 

the Examining Attorney's fina l Office Action refusing the above-captioned application, issued 

on October 15, 2015. 

I. I NTRODUCTION 

Applicant, a company that provides same-day and full-time security guards for 

businesses, has applied to register the mark BANNERMAN (the "Applicant's Mark") for the 

following services in Class 42: "Computer services, namely, providing search platforms to allow 

users to search for, evaluate, select and hire third party security personnel for security services" 

(the "Application"). On June 8, 2015, the Examining Attorney issued a non-final office action 

refusing registration of BANNERMAN on the ground that it is p1imarily merely a surname, 

based solely on evidence in the form of screenshots from the website www.Peoplefinders.com 

showing the surname Bannennan appearing 80 times. On September 24, 2015 , Applicant filed a 

response ("Office Action Response") presenting arguments in favor of registration, together with 

rebuttal evidence. 
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On October 15, 2015, the Examining Attorney issued a final office action ("Final Office 

Action") once again refusing the Application on the same basis as the original office action, this 

time proffering evidence in the forn1 of printouts from the www.lexis.com "Public Records: 

Surname" database (the "Lexis database") showing "bannerman" appearing a total of 1,903 

times. (Final Office Action at 2.) At the same time, however, the Examining Attorney 

acknowledged that the term "bannerman" has non-surname significance in that it " is also a 

person who carries a banner," but nonetheless refused the application because "the fact that the 

term also has a dictionary meaning will not dissipate its primary significance as a surname." (Id.) 

The Examining Attorney is incotTect. The non-surname significance of BANNERMAN 

that the Examining Attorney acknowledged is the primary significance of the term in the minds 

of the purchasing public, for the following reasons. First, BANNERMAN is a rare surname in 

the United States; in 2010, according to the Census Bureau, only 1,591 people in the United 

States held that surname. Because so few people know, or know of, a person named Bannerman, 

it is unlikely that the purchasing public will ascribe surname significance to BANNERMAN 

when encountering it in the marketplace. Second, because so few people hold the surname 

Bannerman, the public is more likely to think of "bannernrnn" as it is used in the highly popular 

television series, Game of Thrones, than as a surname. In Game of Thrones, "bannerman" is a 

frequently-used term for a standard-bearer or loyal vassal. Third, the Examining Attorney erred 

by not giving weight to an existing registration for BANNERMAN covering personal care goods 

such as lotions in Class 3 ("U.S. Reg. No. 4847632"), which another examining attorney 

permitted to register without objecting on Section 2(e)(4) grounds. Fourth, the Examining 

Attorney erred by not resolving all doubts about whether BANNERMAN is a surname in 

Applicant's favor. 

2. 
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II. ARGUMENT 

A. The Examining Attorney's additional evidence is not sufficient to establish 
that the primary significance of BANNERMAN is that of a surname. 

1. The number· of individuals named Bannerman in the Lexis database is 
fewer· than 1,903. 

The Examining Attorney attempts to show that Bannerman is a common name by 

pointing to 1,903 occurrences of the name in the Lexis database, but because the directory listing 

contains at least 113 duplicates, the actual number of discrete individuals named Bannerman in 

the Lexis database is actually lower. The following represent just a small example of the 

duplicates: listings 9 and 10 share the same name and address (though the entries have different 

phone numbers, it likely indicates that the person at this address has two phone lines); listings 14, 

15, 16, and 17 share the same name, city, and state and listing 14 and 16 and 15 and 17 share the 

same phone number; listings 21 and 22 share the same name, city, state, and phone number; 

listings 52 and 53 share the same name and address; listings 65 and 66 share the same name and 

address; listings 75 and 76 share the same name and address; listings 85 and 86 share the same 

name, city, state, and phone number; and listings 88 and 89 share the same name, city, state, and 

phone number. The 113 duplicates represent nearly a quarter of the 500 listings excerpted. If any 

conclusion can be drawn from the Examining Attorney's partial evidence, it is that the actual 

number of discrete individuals with the surname Bannerman is fewer than the 1,903 results 

found in the Lexis database. 

The Trademark Trial and Appeals Board (the "Board") has held that such duplication in 

telephone directory listings undermines the strength of the Examining Attorney 's evidence. For 

example, in Jn Re Curlin Med. Inc., Serial No. 78560314, 2008 WL 885932, at *2 (T.T.A.B. Feb. 

11, 2008), the Board reversed the Examining Attorney's final refusal to register CURLIN on the 

3. 
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ground that it is primarily merely a surname. The Board held, among other things, that the 

surname was rare and the persuasiveness of the Examining Attorney's directory listing evidence 

was undermined by the "many obvious duplicate references to the same person." Id. at ':'2. 

Similarly, in Jn Re Aero met Techs., Inc., Serial No. 76237453, 2003 WL 22273111 , at *2 

(T.T.A.B. Sept. 25, 2003), the Board also found the Examining Attorney's directory listing 

evidence showing the surname GLASSON appearing over 400 times unpersuasive, noting that 

23% of the names appeared to be duplicates. The Board found the surname to be rare, and 

reversed the Examining Attorney's final refusal. Id. 

In Jn Re Cardano Risk Mgmt. B.V, Serial No. 85230910, 2012 WL 2588572, at ':'2 

(T.T.A.B. June 7, 2012), the Board held that CARDANO was a rare surname, noting that, "upon 

closer inspection of the full results of [the Examining Attorney' s] search, the actual number of 

results appears to be closer to 100 and is further diminished by apparent duplicate entries." The 

Board reversed the Examining Attorney' s final refusal. Id. 

Finally, in Jn Re Hall Wines, LLC, Serial No. 78926151 , 2009 WL 625580, at ':'2 (Feb. 

10, 2009), the Board found the surname BERGFELD to be rare and reversed the final refusal. 

The Board pointed out that the Examining Attorney's directory listing evidence contained 

several duplicate entries- i.e., "several individuals listed with the same first name and living at 

the same address"- which indicated that the number of discrete individuals with the surname is 

lower than the number of occmTences in the directory listing. As these and many other cases 

show, the Board considers directory listing evidence containing many duplicates insufficient to 

support an Examining Attorney' s contention that a surname is not rare. 

4. 
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2. When viewed in light of the size of the Lexis database and the national 
population, it is clear that the number of people named Bannerman is 
ve1·y small. 

Even assuming that there are 1,903 individuals in the Lexis database with the surname 

Bannerman, the surname is still rare given the total number of individuals in the Lexis database. 

The Board has held repeatedly that, when examining the rarity of a surname based on directory 

listing evidence, the number of occtmences must be considered in light of the total number of 

records in the database. 

For example, in Jn re Nordstrom, Inc., Serial No. 86303016, at ':'3-4 (U.S.P.T.O. Mar. 9, 

2016), the Examining Attorney put forth evidence showing that VALETTE appears over 200 

times in the Lexis database, while the applicant put forth evidence showing that, according to 

www.names.whitepages.com, there are 223 persons in the United States with the name 

"Valette." Id. The Board held that, "considering the very great size of the databases from which 

both Applicant' s and the Examining Attorney' s evidence is drawn," "Valette" is "an extremely 

rare surname." Id. Similarly, in Aeromet, 2003 WL 22273111 at ''2, the Board found that 

GLASSON is a rare surname because the approximately 400 non-duplicative occurrences of that 

name in the Examining Attorney' s directory evidence represented less than 0.000392156% of the 

102,000,000 residents listed in the database. In Jn Re Benthin Mgmt. Gmbh, 37 U.S.P.Q.2d 1332, 

':'2 (T.T.A.B. Sept. 13, 1995), the Board held BENTHIN to be a rare surname because the name 

appeared only 100 times out of approximately 75,000,000 entries in the Phonedisc database, 

representing only 0.0001 33333% of the database. In Jn Re Sava Research Corp. , 32 U.S.P.Q.2d 

1380, ':'2 (T.T.A.B. July 29, 1994), the Board found SAVA to be a rare surname because the 

name appeared only 100 times in a directory of over 90,000,000 total listings, 0.000111111 %. 

5. 
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Here, the Examining Attorney's evidence from the Lexis database shows that 

"bannerman" appears a total of 1,903 times. Even assuming that each of the 1,903 entries 

represents a discrete individual with the surname Bannerman (which, as discussed above, is 

unlikely), that number is merely a fraction of the total number of individuals in the Lexis 

database. According to its website, the Lexis database contains a "comprehensive collection of 

more than 45 million records from more than 10,000 diverse sources," including "comprehensive 

information on approximately 266 million individuals." (See Declaration of Kathlyn Quembin 

("Quembin Deel.") at 2.) Thus, the 1,903 individuals that purportedly have the Bannerman 

surname represent only 0.00071541 3% of the 266 million individuals in the Lexis database. The 

use of "Bannerman" as a surname among such a small portion of the total Lexis database does 

not constitute primafacie evidence that the tern1 has primarily surname significance in the minds 

of the purchasing public. 

Information from the United States Census Bureau further puts the rarity of Bannerman 

into perspective. In 2000, the Census Bureau collected national surname data and compiled a list 

of 151,671 surnames occurring more than 100 times, covering about 89.8% of the population. 

(Quembin Deel. at 3.) The surname Bannerman ranks 16,602 out of 151 ,671 names on the list, 

with only 1,591 individuals bearing the name. (Id.) The Board has previously found that such 

census data supports a finding of surname rarity. For example, in Jn re Hall Wines, 2009 WL 

625580 at ':'2, the Board found BERGFELD to be "an extremely rare surname," especially in 

light of census data showing that the name ranks 20,391 in the United States for surname rarity. 

In addition, census data shows that the national population in 2010 was 308,745,538-

meaning that the 1,591 individuals bearing the name Bannerman represented only 

0.000515311% of the population at that time. (Id. at 3.) Even if we assume that the number of 

6. 
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people named Bannerman grew at the same rate as (or even faster than) the U.S. population, still 

only a fraction of the purchasing public today is exposed to the term "bannerman" as a surname 

and will therefore view the term as having primary surname significance. 

Thus, Applicant's evidence demonstrates that Bannerman is such a rare surname that the 

purchasing public is unlikely to perceive it as a surname; rather, the public is more likely to 

perceive it as something else-specifically, as described below, as a term meaning standard-

bearer or loyal vassal. 

B. To the purchasing public, the pl'ima1·y meaning of the term "banne1·man" is 
a standa1·d-bearer or loyal vassal, not a sm·name. 

1. "Bannennan" is used frequently in the popula1· Game of Thrones 
television sel'ies to mean standard-bearnr 01· loyal vassal. 

The Examining Attorney has acknowledged that BANNERMAN has a non-surname 

meaning: a "standard-bearer" or loyal vassal who carried "the colors, standards or guidons of a 

military unit." (See Final Office Action at 2; Applicant's Office Action Response at 5-6.) The 

rarity of the surname Bannennan strongly suggests that few persons in the relevant market would 

know, or even know of, a person named Bannerman. Instead, the public is more likely to 

perceive "bannernrnn" as a term meaning a standard-bearer or a loyal vassal than as a surname, 

especially in light of its frequent use in the popular series Game of Thrones for its non-surname 

meaning. In Game of Thrones, the term "bannerman" is used frequently to mean standard-bearer 

or loyal vassal, and entire episodes have been dedicated to the rise and fall of various bannem1en. 

(See Querubin Deel. at 7.) 

Game of Thrones is immensely popular in the United States, breaking ratings records and 

drawing an average of 9.4 million viewers in the 2014-2015 season alone. (Id. at 4.) Game of 

Thrones is so popular, and has had such an enonnous impact on American popular culture that, 
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according to data from the Social Security Administration, a large number of parents in the 

United States are naming their children after fictional Game of Thrones characters. (Id. at 5-6.) 

The popularity of the Game of Thrones demonstrates that a much larger swath of the purchasing 

public is exposed to the non-surname usage of the term "bannerman" than to the surname 

Bannerman, and therefore is more likely to ascribe non-surname significance to the tern1. 

An Internet search of popular online forums for the tenn "bannerman" proves this point. 

For example, on the online forum TheBurningWheel.com, a user asked: "What is a Bannerman?" 

(Id. at 8.) None of the responses attribute surname significance to the te1111: "It ' s another term for 

standard bearer," "a soldier who holds the army's banner in battle," "the Knight, with his Sworn 

Homage trait, would be the best fit for a Lord's sworn bannermen (vassals)," "Isn't he roughly 

analogous to a Squire?" (Id.) On a similar thread on Yahoo! Answers, the users also ascribe the 

non-surname significance to the term "bannerman" : "A bannerman is literally a loyal soldier to 

whom is entrusted the carrying of the house's banner in battle (and during travel) ," "A 

bannerman is . .. a lord of a house who holds his lands through swearing military allegiance to a 

higher lord." (Id. at 9.) Similarly, there is no mention of the surname significance of 

BANNERMAN among users on Quora: "What makes a bannerman? Basically anyone who 

swears fealty or is ruled by another." (Id. at 10.) 

Given the rarity of Bannerman as a surname and the use of the term "bannerman" to 

mean a standard-bearer or loyal vassal in one of the most popular television shows in the United 

States, any surname significance of BANNERMAN is eclipsed or overcome by its non-surname 

significance. 
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2. Applicant chose BANNERMAN because of its non-surname 
significance. 

Applicant chose BANNERMAN as the name of its services to capitalize on the public 

familiarity of the term "bannerman" as a standard-bearer or a loyal vassal. (Declaration of Matt 

Voska at 2.) (Applicant's use of Game of Thrones references does not stop with the name of its 

services. Applicant's name, Braavos, Inc. , is named after the fictional city "Braavos" in the 

Game of Thrones series. (Id.)) Indeed, Applicant also chose the name BANNERMAN because 

the term's non-surname meaning as a standard-bearer or loyal vassal is suggestive of its services. 

Applicant is a company that provides same-day and full-time security personnel for offices and 

events. These security personnel are, in effect, the modern-day standard-bearers, the loyal men 

and women-"vassals"-who stand guard at the front-lines of ''battle" at each office or event. 

C. The Examining Attorney etTed by not conside1·ing a pdo1-, thfrd party 
registrntion for BANNERMAN. 

On November 3, 2015, the USPTO permitted the registration of BANNERMAN on the 

principal register in connection with personal care goods (such as shampoo, hair conditioners, 

skin conditioners, and hair lotions) in Class 3 ("U.S. Reg. No. 4847632"). (Quernbin Deel. at 

11.) The prosecution history for U.S. Reg. No. 4847632 shows that the Examining Attorney did 

not object to BANNERMAN on Section 2(e)(4) grounds. (Id. at 11.) The Board has previously 

held in an analogous case that, "even though the submission of copies of third-party registrations 

may not be said to establish a binding USPTO practice, it remains the case that such registrations 

may in general be given some weight to show the meaning of a mark ... . " Jn Re Jmh Prods. , 

Inc., Serial No. 76608812, 2006 WL 2558361 , at *6 (T.T.A.B. Aug. 25, 2006). This policy 

adheres to the Federal Circuit's admonition that the USPTO should "achieve a unifo1m standard 
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for assessing the registrability of marks,"' by considering existing registrations. Id. (quoting Jn re 

Nett Designs Inc., 236 F.3d 1139, 1142 (Fed. Cir. 2001)). 

In Jn Re Jmh, 2006 WL 2558361 at *l , the Board reversed the Examining Attorney's 

final refusal to register MISS NUDE CENTERFOLD SEARCH on the ground that, when used in 

connection with the applicant's goods and services, the mark is merely descriptive. In its 

decision, the Board took into account the applicant's submission of third party registrations of 

marks that include the word "MISS" or "MS." combined with other words. Id. at ':'7. The Board 

held that the third party registrations made clear that "MISS" is used in its dictionary sense of "a 

prefix to the name of that which a usually young woman is held to represent," and, therefore 

would be perceived by consumers as a courtesy title or form of polite address. Id. Thus, when 

"MISS" is combined with the descriptive wording "NUDE CENTERFOLD SEARCH," the 

resulting mark as a whole is not merely descriptive of the adult entertainment subject matter of 

applicant's goods and services; rather, it is suggestive. Id. 

The same principle should apply here. Like a mark that is found to be merely descriptive, 

a mark that is primarily merely a surname is not registrable on the principal register absent a 

showing of acquired distinctiveness. See Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure ("TMEP") 

§§ 1209, 1211. The reason for not protecting a mark that "merely describes" the goods or 

services in connection with which it is used is, among others, "to maintain freedom of the public 

to use the language involved, thus avoiding the possibility of harassing infringement suits by the 

registrant against others who use the mark when advertising or describing their own products." 

Id. § 1209. The reason for not protecting a mark that is primarily merely a surname rests on the 

same principle: "surnames are shared by more than one individual, each of whom may have an 

interest in using his surname in business," and the requirement for evidence of distinctiveness 
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avoids-or at least, delays-the possibility of conflict due to one person's claim of exclusive 

rights to a name shared by many. Id. § 1201. Thus, the Examining Attorney should have, as the 

Board required in In Re Jmh, 2006 WL 2558361 at *l, considered U.S. Reg. No. 4847632. 

The Examining Attorney should also have considered BANNERMAN in light of 

Applicant' s services. U.S. Reg. No. 4847632 was deemed registrable on the principal register not 

only without objection, but also in connection with personal care products-goods that are 

usually branded with trademarks that are also surnames (e.g. , Dr. Bo1mer' s, Burt ' s Bees). Here, 

the case for finding that BANNERMAN is not primarily merely a surname is stronger because 

the mark will be used in connection with services that are not typically branded using surname 

marks. In addition, BANNERMAN is suggestive of the bodyguard and physical security services 

Applicant provides, and therefore is more likely to have non-surname significance. 

D. The Examining Attorney e1Ted by not resolving all doubts in Applicant's 
favo1·. 

The Board is clear that where there is any doubt about whether a term is a surname, all 

doubt must be resolved in the applicant' s favor. In In Re Benthin Mgmt. Gmbh, 37 U.S.P.Q.2d 

1332 at ':'3 (T.T.A.B. 1995), the Board stated, "on the question of whether a mark would be 

perceived as primarily merely a surname, we are inclined to resolve doubts in favor of the 

applicant and pass the mark to publication with the knowledge that others who have the same 

surname and use it or wish to use it for the same or similar goods or services can file a notice of 

opposition." Similarly, in In Re United Distillers Pie, 56 U.S.P.Q.2d 1220 at *3 (T.T.A.B. 2000), 

the Board held that, "[t]o the extent that there is any doubt on the question of whether the mark 

would be perceived as primarily a surname, we resolve such doubt in favor of the applicant." See 

also In Re Joint-Stock Co. Baik, 84 U.S.P.Q.2d 1921 (T.T.A.B. 2007) (holding the same). 
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As detailed above, several factors weigh in favor of finding that BANNERMAN is not 

primarily merely a surname: (1) the Examining Attorney's insufficient and duplicative Lexis 

database evidence; (2) the small number of persons actually named Bannerman in the United 

States; (3) the public 's exposure to the non-surname meaning of "bannerman" through the 

popular Game of Thrones series; and ( 4) the fact that another Examining Attorney permitted the 

registration of BANNERMAN for personal care products without objection. Applicant has, at the 

very least, raised doubt about the public perception of the term. Accordingly, the Examining 

Attorney is required to resolve that doubt in favor of Applicant and permit the registration of 

BANNERMAN on the principal register. 

Ill. CONCLUSION. 

The Examining Attorney has failed to establish a prima facie case that the significance of 

BANNERMAN to the purchasing public is that of a surname. First, the Examining Attorney's 

Lexis database evidence (which contains numerous obvious duplicates) does not establish that 

the surname Bannerman is so common in the United States that the purchasing public would 

recognize the tern1 to be a surname. In fact, Applicant has put forth evidence from the United 

States Census Bureau demonstrating that Bannerman is a rare surname in the United States. 

Second, the use of the term BANNERMAN in the popular television series Game of Thrones to 

mean a standard-bearer or loyal vassal shows that the public is more likely to perceive 

BANNERMAN as a standard-bearer or loyal vassal than as a surname, especially when viewed 

in light of the small number of people who actually have the Bannernrnn surname. Third, the 

Examining Attorney' s final refusal is incorrect in light of the USPTO's previous registration of 

BANNERMAN without objecting to the application on Section 2( e )( 4) grounds. Fourth, 

Applicant has raised significant arguments about whether the public perceives BANNERMAN to 
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be a surname, requmng the Examining Attorney to resolve all doubts in Applicant's favor. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examining Attorney reconsider her 

decision and allow the registration of BANNERMAN on the principal register. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re the Trademark Application: ) 
) 

Serial No.: 86196451 ) Trademark Law Office: 107 
) Attorney: Aretha C. Somerville 

Applicant: Braavos, Inc. ) 
) 

Trademark: BANNERMAN ) 
) 

Filing Date: Febrnary 18, 2014 ) 
) 

Office Action ) 
Mailing Date: October 15, 2015 ) 

) 

DECLARATION OF KATHLYN OUERUBIN IN SUPPORT OF BRAA VOS, INC.'S 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION AFTER FINAL ACTION 

I, Kathlyn Querubin, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney employed by Cooley LLP, counsel of record for Braavos, Inc. 

("Braavos"). I have personal knowledge of the facts set out below, and if called as a witness, 

could and would testify competently to them. 

2. On March 31, 2016, I went to the website for the Lexis public records database, which 

includes the surname database, located at http://www.lexisnexis.com/en-us/products/public-

records.page. On the website, Lexis claims that its public records database contains a 

"comprehensive collection of more than 45 million records from more than 10,000 diverse 

sources," including "comprehensive information on approximately 266 million individuals." A 

screenshot from the Lexis public records database website is attached as Exhibit A. 

3. On March 31, 2016, I went to several webpages on the United States Census Bureau 's 

website. First, I went to the webpage, "Frequently Occurring Surnames from the Census 2000," 

located at the following URL: 
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http://www.census.gov/topics/population/genealogy/data/2000 surnames.html. A screenshot of 

this website is attached as Exhibit B. Then, I went to the webpage of a whitepaper entitled 

"Demographic Aspects of Surnames from Census 2000." According to the whitepaper, the 

Bureau compiled a list of 151 ,671 surnames occurring more than 100 times, covering about 

89.8% of the United States population. The whitepaper is located at the following URL: 

http://www2.census.gov/topics/genealogy/2000surnames/surnames.pdf, and 1s attached as 

Exhibit C. I then reviewed a spreadsheet prepared by the Bureau listing all the surnames 

occurring 100 or more times. This list shows that the surname Bannerman ranks 16,602 out of 

the 151 ,671 names on the list, with only 1,591 individuals bearing the name. The spreadsheet can 

be found at the following URL: 

http://www2.census.gov/topics/genealogy/2000surnames/names.zip , and a screenshot of the 

spreadsheet showing the surname "Bannerman" is attached as Exhibit D. I then went to a 

webpage showing census data from 2010. According to census data from 2010, the United States 

population at the time was 308,745,538. The 2010 census data can be found at the following 

URL: http://www.census.gov/2010census/data/, and a screenshot of the 2010 census data 

webpage is attached as Exhibit E. 

4. On March 31 , 2016, I went to several websites describing the popularity of the HBO 

television series, Game of Thrones, in the United States. A sampling of those websites are below: 

129000749 

a. TV Insider lists Game of Thrones as one of the top 50 most popular shows in the 

U.S., drawing 9.4 million viewers in the 2014-2015 season. A screenshot of TV 

Insider's webpage, located at the URL http://www.tvinsider.com/article/1989/top-

50-tv-shows-2014-2015-highest-rated-winners-and-losers/, 

Exhibit F. 
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b. A June 2015 article on Time.com states that Game of Thrones' 2015 season finale 

drew the show's largest audient ever-13% higher than last season ' s finale. The 

article also stated that the 2015 finale landed on the top of Nielsen 's Twitter TV 

Ratings weekly list, with 436,000 relevant tweets seen by 5.1 million people. A 

screenshot of the Time webpage, located at http://time.com/3922974/game

thrones-finale-ratings-record/, is attached as Exhibit G. 

c. A July 2015 article on CinemaBlend.com states: Game of Thrones is "averaging 

19 .8 million total viewers per episode, when factoring in the original TV 

premieres, On-Demand, encore performances, DVR, HBO Go and HBO Now. 

With all of those ways to watch, it's easy to see how Game of Thrones has racked 

up those sorts of numbers, but what' s more interesting is that more households 

have seemed to have picked up the series during its fifth season. THR says that 

eventually the average is expected to be above the 20 million mark, soundly 

beating out the 19 .1 million total viewer average that Season 4 brought in. (And 

that's not even counting everyone who pirates the series.)" A screenshot of 

CinemaBlend' s webpage, located at the URL 

http://www.cinemablend.com/television/Game-Thrones-Ratings-Getting-Even

Bigger-72886.html, is attached as Exhibit H. 

d. An April 2015 article on Forbes.com states: "Game of Tiu-ones has come a long 

way. The very first episode in 2011 attracted 2.2 million viewers, meaning the 

show has almost quadrnpled its audience since then. The show has expanded into 

a cultural phenomenon and shows no sign of slowing. At the current pace, it could 

be on track to surpass even something like the series finale of The Sopranos, 
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which drew 11.9 million viewers for HBO in 2007." A screenshot of Forbes' 

webpage, located at http://www.forbes.com/sites/insertcoin/2015/04114/game-of

thrones-season-5-premiere-sets-audience-record-despite-episode-

leak/#2f4bbe7324aa, is attached as Exhibit I. 

e. An April 2014 article on VanityFair.com states: "The fact that HBO 's Game of 

Thrones is a significant part of our pop-cultural landscape is undeniable. Most of 

you can rattle off at least a few House words and some of the more dedicated 

among you have even memorized the spelling ofTargaryen. But Game of Thrones 

achieved new heights this past Sunday, when it became the most-watched HBO 

episode since The Sopranos finale." A screenshot of Vanity Fair's webpage, 

located at http://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2014/04/ game-of-thrones-record

breaking-ratings, is attached as Exhibit J. 

5. On March 31 , 2016, I viewed an article called "Parents Are Actually Naming Their 

Babies After 'Game Of Thrones ' Characters," on the Buffington Post ' s website. The articles 

states that the " latest data from the Social Security Administration reveals that 241 babies were 

named Khaleesi- a word meaning ' wife of the khal ' that the [Game of Thrones] series author 

George R.R. Martin invented for his "Mother of Dragons" character - in 201 3." A screenshot 

of the webpage, located at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/04/08/game-of-thrones-baby

names n 7018504.html, is attached as Exhibit K. 

6. On March 31, 2016, I viewed an article called "Arya, Khaleesi and Tyrion: The Game of 

Thrones Effect on American Baby Naming," on the Buffington Post's website. The article states: 

"both Khaleesi and Daenerys were unknown to American baby naming prior to the release of the 

books and television series. Therefore, George R. R. Martin can be attributed as the creator of 
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these names, much like Shakespeare created character names that changed the face of baby 

naming in the 16th and 17th centuries." A screenshot of the webpage, located at 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mallory-moss/arya-khaleesi-and-tyrion-the-game-of-thrones

effect-on-american-baby-naming b 7050138.html, is attached as Exhibit L. 

7. On March 31, 2016, I performed an Internet search of the various episodes of Games of 

Thrones, and I discovered that several episodes are specifically about a specific bannerman or 

bannermen. For example: 

129000749 

a. "The Ghost of Harrenhal" is the fifth episode in the second season of the Game of 

Thrones. One of the major plot points of the episode is about how King Renly 

Barratheon's bannermen swear fealty to Stannis Baratheon after Renly's death. A 

summary of that episode IS located at 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Ghost of Harrenhal and attached as Exhibit 

M. 

b. "Dark Wings, Dark Words" is the second episode in the third season of the Game 

of Thrones. One of the major plot points is about the capture of Jamie Lannister 

and Brienne of Tarth by one of Roose Bolton's bannermen. A summary of the 

episode is located at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark Wings, Dark Words and 

attached as Exhibit N. 

c. "Kissed by Fire" is the fifth episode in the third season of Game of Tiu-ones. One 

of the major plot points is about the execution of Lord Karstark, a bannerman of 

Robb Stark, and the subsequent desertion of half of Robb Stark's bannermen. A 

summary of the episode IS located at 

5. 



https ://znculturecast. wordpress. com/2013/04/29/ game-of-thrones-season-3-

episode-5-kissed-by-fire/ and attached as Exhibit 0 . 

d. "The Rains of Castamere" is the ninth episode in the third seasons of the Game of 

Thrones. The episode centers on the betrayal of the "King of the North," Robb 

Stark, by his bannermen. A summary of that episode is located at 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Rains of Castamere and attached as Exhibit 

:f. 

e. "Mhysa" 1s the third season finale of Game of Thrones, and centers on the 

massacre of Robb Stark' s baimermen by Roose Bolton's bannermen. Roose 

Bolton is himself a bannerman of Robb Stark. A summary of that episode 1s 

located at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mhysa and attached as Exhibit 0. 

In addition, I performed an Internet search and discovered that several prominent Game 

of Thrones characters are described as bannermen. A Wikipedia article listing all the Game of 

Thrones, characters, including several bannermen, IS located at 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of Game of Thrones characters and is attached as Exhibit 

R. In addition, the article uses the word "bannerman" or "bannermen" 16 times. 

8. On March 31, 2016, I performed an Internet search of popular online forums to see 

whether people attribute surname significance to the term "bannerman." I found that, 

overwhelmingly, people did not believe "bannerman" to be a surname. On the online forum 

TheBurningWheel.com, a user asked: "What is a Bannerman?" None of the responses attribute a 

surname significance to the term: "It' s another term for standard bearer," "a solider who holds 

the army's banner in battle," "the Knight, with his Sworn Homage trait, would be the best fit for 

a Lord's sworn bannermen (vassals)," " Isn't he roughly analogous to a Squire?" That fornm 
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thread is located at https://www.burningwheel.com/fomm/showthread.php?4082-What-is-a

Bannerman, and a screenshot is attached as Exhibit S. 

9. On a similar thread on Yahoo! Answers, the users also ascribe the non-surname 

significance to the term "bannerman" : "A bannerman is literally a loyal soldier to whom is 

entmsted the carrying of the house's banner in battle (and during travel) ," "A bannerman is not a 

standard bearer, it is a lord of a house who holds his lands through swearing military allegiance 

to a higher lord." That Yahoo! Answers fomm thread is located at 

https://answers.yahoo.com/guestion/index?gid=20091230135553AAPYVys, and a screenshot is 

attached as Exhibit T. 

10. Similarly, there is no mention of the surname significance of the term "bannerman" 

among users on Quora: "What makes a bannerman? Basically anyone who swears fealty or is 

ruled by another." That Quora fomm thread is located at https://www.guora.com/What-are

bannermen-Why-do-they-pledge-their-loyalty, and a screenshot is attached as Exhibit U. 

11. On November 3, 2015, the USPTO pern1itted the registration of BANNERMAN on the 

principal register in connection with personal care goods (such as shampoo, hair conditioners, 

skin conditioners, and hair lotions) in Class 3, and assigned it with the registration number 

4847632. The prosecution history U.S. Reg. No. 4847632 shows that the Examining Attorney for 

that application did not object to BANNERMAN on Section 2(e)(4) grounds. A copy of the 

registration certificate and a printout of the prosecution history for U.S. Reg. No. 4847632 are 

attached as Exhibit V. 
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I declare under penalty of pe1jury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true 

and correct. This Declaration was executed in San Francisco, California, on March 31, 2016. 

Kathlyn Querubin 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re the Trademark Application: ) 
) 

Serial No.: 86196451 ) Trademark Law Office: 107 
) Attorney: Aretha C. Somerville 

Applicant: Braavos, Inc. ) 
) 

Trademark: BANNERMAN ) 
) 

Filing Date: Febrnary 18, 2014 ) 
) 

Office Action ) 
Mailing Date: June 8, 2015 ) 

) 

DECLARATION OF MATT VOSKA IN SUPPORT OF BRAAVOS, INC.'S RESPONSE 
TO OFFICE ACTION 

I, Matt Voska, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am the Chief Operating Officer at Braavos, Inc. ("Braavos"). I have personal knowledge 

of the facts set out below, and if called as a witness, could and would testify competently to 

them. 

2. Braavos has filed an application to register the mark BANNERMAN for the following 

services in Class 42: "Computer services, namely, providing search platforms to allow users to 

search for, evaluate, select and hire third party security personnel for security services." 

3. The term "Bannerman" is not the surname of any of the founders, executives or 

employees of Braavos. I am not aware of anyone associated with Braavos having the surname 

"Bannern1an." 

4. Braavos chose the name BANNERMAN because the te1m 's non-surname meaning as a 

standard-bearer or loyal vassal is suggestive of the services Braavos provides: same-day and fu ll-

time security personnel for offices and events. These security personnel are, in effect, the 



modern-day standard-bearers, the loyal men and women-"vassals"-who stand guard at the 

front-lines of "battle" at each office or event. 

5. Braavos also chose the name BANNERMAN to capitalize on the public's familiarity of 

the term "bannerman" as a standard-bearer or a loyal vassal because of its use in the Game of 

Thrones. Our company's name, Braavos, Inc. , is another Game of Thrones reference and is 

named after the fictional city "Braavos" from the series. 

I declare under penalty of pe1jury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is 

true and correct. This Declaration was executed in San Francisco, California, on March 29 2016. 

Matt Voska 
COO, Braavos, Inc. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

A person' s name is one of the most basic pieces of information that describes them. 
Moreso than a person' s race, sex or age, we most often recognize people by their name. 
But names are not divorced from other aspects of an individual. Often, by knowing a 
name, we can infer many other things about the person. Names also have a historical 
context, ebbing and increasing over time with changes in popular culture. 

This report documents both the overall frequency of surnames (last names), as well as 
some of the basic demographic characteristics that are associated with surnames. The 
p1·esentation of data in this 1·epo1·t focuses on summal'ized aggregates of counts and 
charncteristics associated with sm·names, and, as such, do not in any way identify 
any specific individuals. 

The data for this project were taken from records from the 2000 decennial census of 
population. The primary pmposes of the U.S. decennial census of population are to 
provide data with geographic detail on the population for use in reapportionment and 
redistricting, and administering governmental programs. However, for decades, 
dece1mial census data have been used by govenm1ent agencies, researchers, 
academicians, businesses, the news media, and many others to describe and understand 
demographic trends and patterns in the U.S. population. 

In releasing any data or information from the decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau 
has a legal obligation under Title 13 of the U.S. Code to protect the confidentiality of 
individuals' information. In this regard, individual questionnaires of any specific census, 
(generally of interest for genealogical and historical research), are not released by the 
National Archives until 72 years after that specific census has been taken. Additionally, 
no public-use microdata files of any type contain name information 
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This report has been undertaken to provide a better understanding of the overall 
distribution of surnames in the population, and to provide some idea of the relationship 
between surnames and basic demographic characteristics such as gender, race and 
ethnicity. Even in this highly aggregate fo1m, this information may be helpful in 
genealogical, marketing, and cultural research, as well as a variety of other applications. 
As such, it is useful information in helping to understand the ever-changing nature of the 
cultural mosaic that helps to define our nation. 

2. THE BASE DAT A 

While Census 2000 is the first decennial census that permits examining demographic 
detail with names, this report is by no means the first to present tabulations of names. 
The Social Security Administration has published counts of frequently occurring 
surnames numerous times (SSA, 1957, 1964, 1975, 1985). Their tabulations consist of 
surnames of all people who had obtained Social Security Numbers as of the dates of these 
reports. The number of distinct surnames reported have ranged from about 1,500 (SSA, 
1957) to over 8,000 (SSA, 1985). These names, however, have been limited to six 
characters. Six characters are certainly sufficient to uniquely identify shorter names like 
SMITH, BROWN and JONES. On the other hand, a name such as MARTIN could be 
MARTIN, or, it could be something like MARTINI, or MARTINEZ. The Social 
Security Administration has had ongoing data releases on the first names of newborns for 
each year since 1990 (SSA, 2003). SSA's first compilation of newborns first names was 
released in Shackleford (1998). These data, however, lack race and ethnicity information 
and are limited to the 1,000 most frequent male first names and the 1,000 most frequent 
female first names. 

In July 1995, the Census Bureau placed summary information on male and female first 
names and last names on its website (Census Bureau, 1995). The data released in 1995 
were created from a sample of 7 .2 million census records (about 3 percent of the 
population) developed as part of the 1990 Post-Enumeration Survey (PES) operation, 
following the 1990 decennial census. Word and Perkins (1996) have used these same 
data to develop a Spanish surname list, also available from the Census Bureau 

This report uses name responses from almost 270 million people with valid name 
information in Census 2000. As part of the Census 2000 form, individuals were asked to 
print their name, as well as the names of all other persons enumerated at a given address. 
All information on the census forms, including written information such as names, was 
captured in an optical scanning process conducted at four census processing centers 
around the country. After scanning, the original forms were shredded and destroyed. 
The scanned forms were then converted into strings of characters data, using optical 
character recognition software (OCR). These strings of characters become the base data 
for use in this report. More discussion about the process of converting the written-in 
names to data, including the assumptions used to define and edit names, will be discussed 
in the section, "Methodology of Measuring Names" . 
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3. CHARACTERISTICS OF SURNAMES 

3.1 How many names a1·e the1·e? 

Even after applying various edits and acceptance criteria to the names, there are a sizable 
number of unique names in the population. Over 6 million last names were identified. 
Many of these names were either unique (occurred once) or nearly so (occurred 2-4 
times) raising questions about the actual validity of the name. Cursory examination of 
the data indicates that many of these unique names were probably the entire name of the 
person (first and last, or first, middle initial and last) concatenated into a single 
continuous string, with some other infomrntion. At this time, it is not possible to easily 
break a fully concatenated name back into its' constituent parts. Doing so, however, 
would have reduced the counts of unique names sizably, while only slightly increasing 
the numbers of person with more common names. While a relatively large proportion of 
all names relate to only one person or a few people, a large proportion of the entire 
population can be identified with a relatively small proportion of all names. Table 1 
better explains this phenomenon. 

Table 1 shows the frequency of last names and the numbers of people who are defined by 
them. Seven last names are held by a million or more people. The most common last 
name reported was SMITH, held by about 2.3 million people, or about .9 percent of the 
population. Another 6 names with over a million respondents (JOHNSON, WILLIAMS, 
BROWN, JONES, MILLER and DA VIS), along with SMITH, account for about 4 
percent of the population, or one in every 25 people. There are another 268 last names 
each occurring at least 100,000 times, but less than 1 million times. Together, these 275 
last names, just 4/100,000 of all reported last names, account together for 26 percent of 
the population, or about one of every four people. On the flip side of this distribution, 
about 65 percent (or 4 million) of all captured last names were held by just one person, 
and about 80 percent (or 5 million) were held by no more than 4 people. 
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Table 1 

Last Na mes by F1·equency of OccutTence and N umbe1· of People: 2000 

Last Names People with these Names 
Frequency Number Cumulative Cumulative Number Cumulative Cumulative 
of Number Proportion Number Proportion 
Occurrence (percent) (percent) 
1,000,000+ 7 7 0.0 10,710,446 10,710,446 
100,000-
999,999 268 275 0.0 60,091 ,601 70,802,047 
10,000-
99,999 3,012 3,287 0.1 77,657,334 148,459,381 
1,000- 20,369 23,656 58,264,607 206,723,988 
9,999 0.4 
100-999 128,015 151 ,671 2.4 35,397,085 242,121,073 
50-99 105,609 257,280 4.1 7,358,924 249,479,997 
25-49 166,059 423,339 6.8 5,772,510 255,252,507 
10-24 331,518 754,857 12.1 5,092,320 260,344,827 
5-9 395,600 1,150,457 18.4 2,568,209 262,913,036 
2-4 1,056,992 2,207,449 35.3 2,808,085 265,721 ,121 
1 4,040,966 6,248,415 100.0 4,040,966 269,762,087 

3.2 Characteristics of surnames 

Table A-1 shows the distribution of the top 50 last names in terms of numeric count, 
crosstabulated by Race/Hispanic origin. As Section 4.4.7 explains, race data in this 
analysis is constructed so that any person identified as Hispanic is placed in that 
classification, regardless of reported race. As such, race identification is used only for 
those persons who are not Hispanic. 

As can be seen, many surnames have race/Hispanic distributions that appear to be quite 
distinct from the race/Hispanic distribution of the population as a whole. Especially in 
the case of the Hispanic population, which constitutes about 12 percent of the overall 
population in this study, it is clear that there are names which might be characterized as 
strongly "Hispanic" last names. In Table Al this includes such names as GARCIA, 
RODRIQUEZ, MARTINEZ, HERNANDEZ, LOPEZ, GONZALEZ, and several others. 
Each of these surnames have race/Hispanic proportions which are over 90 percent 
Hispanic. 

While other surnames have strong associations with specific race groups, none show the 
kind of strength in association as with these Hispanic-related names. The name 
MILLER, for example belongs about 86 percent of the time to persons classified as 
White, while Whites make up about 70 percent of this population. BAKER is another 
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surname with a higher-than average percentage of White ownership, at 82 percent. 
Among Black persons there appear to be high-than-expected occurrences for names such 
as WILLIAMS, JACKSON, HARRIS AND ROBINSON, for example. 

Large differentials for persons in the race categories of American Indian/Alaskan Native, 
Asian/Pacific Islander and persons choosing two or more races, are less clear in the short 
list of the fifty highest occurring last names. For this reason, the list of the 1000 most 
frequently occurring last names was examined with a view toward identifying those last 
names that are held by the highest concentration of a single race/Hispanic group. 

Table 2 shows, for each race/Hispanic group, the ten last names with the highest relative 
concentration for that group. Included in this table is the name, the overall rank of that 
name out of the top 1000 last names, the total number of persons with that last name, its 
frequency per 100,000 people in the population, and the percentage of people holding 
that name that occupy the race/Hispanic group in which it is shown. 

Table 2. Last names with greatest likelihood by race and Hispanic origin groups 

% in this % in this 
NAME RANK COUNT per 100K group NAME RANK COUNT per100K group 

WHITE AIAN 
YODER 707 44245 16.4 98.1 LOWERY 752 41670 15.4 4.4 
KRUEGER 863 36694 13.6 97.1 HUNT 157 151986 56.3 3.9 
MUELLER 467 64305 23.8 97 .0 SAMPSON 844 37234 13.8 3.8 
KOCH 657 47286 17.5 96.9 JACOBS 233 115540 42.8 3.7 
SCHWARTZ 330 84699 31.4 96.8 LUCERO 945 33922 12.6 3.1 
SCHMITT 898 35326 13.1 96.8 MOSES 858 36814 13.6 2.9 
NOVAK 899 35282 13.1 96.8 BIRD 944 33962 12.6 2.6 
SCHNEIDER 272 100553 37.3 96.7 JAMES 80 233224 86.5 2.5 
SCHROEDER 450 66412 24.6 96.7 ASHLEY 852 37021 13.7 2.4 
HAAS 941 34032 12.6 96.7 PROCTOR 918 34682 12.9 2.3 

BLACK TWO OR MORE RACES 
WASHINGTON 138 163036 60.4 89.9 ALI 876 36079 13.4 17.5 
JEFFERSON 594 51361 19.0 75.2 KHAN 665 46713 17.3 15.6 
BOOKER 902 35101 13.0 65.6 SINGH 396 72642 26.9 15.3 
BANKS 278 99294 36.8 54.2 SHAH 831 37833 14.0 5.9 
JACKSON 18 666125 246.9 53.0 PATEL 172 145066 53.8 5.8 
MOSLEY 699 44698 16.6 52.8 JOSEPH 356 80030 29.7 5.3 
DORSEY 763 41104 15.2 51 .8 COSTA 900 35227 13.1 5.2 
GAINES 739 42369 15.7 50.3 ANDRADE 666 46702 17.3 5.0 
RIVERS 879 35980 13.3 50 .2 SILVA 214 126164 46.8 4.8 
JOSEPH 356 80030 29.7 48.8 VANG 982 32333 12.0 4.8 

API HISPANIC 
ZHANG 963 33202 12.3 98.2 BARAJAS 989 32147 11 .9 96.0 
HUANG 697 44715 16.6 96.8 OROZCO 690 45289 16.8 95.1 
CHOI 872 36390 13.5 96.5 ZAVALA 938 34068 12.6 95.1 
LI 519 57786 21.4 96.4 VELAZQUEZ 789 40030 14.8 94.9 
HUYNH 790 40011 14.8 96.2 I BARRA 662 46895 17.4 94.7 
YU 874 36285 13.5 96.2 JUAREZ 429 68785 25.5 94.7 
NGUYEN 57 310125 115.0 95.9 MEZA 835 37662 14.0 94 .7 
PHAM 498 59949 22.2 95.9 HUERTA 959 33348 12.4 94.6 
WU 683 45815 17.0 95.9 CERVANTES 520 57685 21.4 94.5 
TRAN 188 136095 50.5 95.6 VAZQUEZ 328 84926 31.5 94.5 
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Last names which are 'dominated' by a single race/Hispanic group are not necessarily 
names which occur in high relative frequency in the population. Note that many of the 
names shown in Table 2 rank near the lower end of the 1000-name list. However, there 
are exceptions. JACKSON, which is held 53 percent of the time by Blacks, is the 181h 
most common last name. NGUYEN, held 96 percent of the time by Asian/Pacific 
islanders, is the 5ih most frequent name. 

Some groups, notably, Whites, Asian/Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics, demonstrate very 
high 'ownership ' of some names - at levels exceeding ninety percent. These situations 
constitute places where a given name can, with high certainty, be assumed to be held by a 
person of a single specific race. Note that the relative distribution of the group in the 
overall population is somewhat irrelevant to this - Whites constitute 70 percent of the 
overall population in these data, and Hispanics are 12 percent, but Asian/Pacific Islanders 
are only 3. 7 percent, yet dominate the ten names most singly-associated with their race 
group. 

4. METHODOLOGY OF MEASURING NAMES 

4.1 Turning names into data 

Turning a written name on a census forn1 into usable data for tabulation purposes is a task 
which involves a number of assumptions and decision rules. This section describes both 
the operational and logical decision rules used to turn ' names into data ' . 

As was discussed earlier, the data for this research comes from the written-in names 
persons provided when they filled out their census form. In most cases, answers to 
questions in the census are made by marking an appropriate box among a list of answers. 
For example, to designate one ' s sex, the respondent chooses from two boxes, one labeled 
'male', the other labeled 'female', and marks the box that best describes them. In the 
process oftransforn1ing the marks into data, the mark is ' read' in the scanning process, 
and is then assigned a value by the OCR software (such as 1 for male, 2 for female). 

Some items, such as race and relationship, allow a respondent to either mark a box, or if 
they feel no box is appropriate, to write in a response. Other items, such as language, are 
write-in only. In cases such as these, all write-ins must eventually either be assigned a 
numeric value, or excluded as an unacceptable or inappropriate response In the case of 
language, for example, the Census Bureau codes about 360 unique languages, each with 
its own numeric coding value (so, for example, language code # 625 corresponds to the 
language "Spanish"). Obviously, many factors enter into the process of turning a written 
response on paper into a numerically-coded value. For instance, alternate spellings, 
including incorrect spellings, random marks on the paper, abbreviations, etc. , must all 
have decision rules associated with them, in order to code them. Doing so makes it 
possible to have a reasonable number of coded languages: while the Census has 380 
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distinct language codes, it received well over 100,000 unique character strings or 
"words" that people wrote down as their language. 

Transfornrntion of names into data follows much the same route, but is much more 
complex, engaging a larger set of rules and procedures. In addition to the possible 
sources of error already mentioned, a number of other issues relevant to the character 
strings defining names come into play. This includes things such as: 1) scanning or 
reading errors by the OCR software, 2) mis-keying, 3) respondents entering data into 
incorrect locations in questionnaires, 4) respondents entering no name or an invalid name, 
and 5) concatenation of multiple name parts ( e.g, first and initial) when they are written 
in the space for a single name. Each of these problems must be addressed either with 
some kind of editing or resolution rule, or the name must be left as is. It is due to many 
of these issues that there are a large number of ' names' which occur only once or twice -
many of these 'unique ' names are variants of more common names which short of 
inspection on a one-by-one basis, cannot be "corrected" to the character string they 
actually are supposed to represent. 

4.2 Definition of a name 

For purposes of these tabulations, a captured name from Census 2000 is considered to be 
"valid" if it satisfies the following two criteria: 

1. Both the first and last names must have at least two alphabetic characters. 

2. A first or last name may also be considered valid if it has support in the Social Security 
Administration's 1998 NUMIDENT file. The NUMIDENT file used in this research is a 
5 percent sample of all people who had been issued Social Security numbers as of 
November 1998. The advantage of using the NUMIDENT file as a benchmark is that 
individuals receive Social Security cards with the names they provide on their 
applications. If an individual receives a card with an error in their name, they have an 
incentive to report the error and have it corrected. Thus, it is assumed that the 
NUMIDENT file is the most ctment and correct source for validating names. The 
NUMIDENT file contains the most recent name (first and last) and demographic 
characteristics (sex, date of birth, and race) of each individual on it, as of the date of its 
production. The NUMIDENT file was not screened to eliminate deceased individuals 
nor those living outside the United States in November 1998. Twenty million people are 
represented in the sample, about one-fourteenth of the number of people enumerated in 
Census 2000. Thus, on average, the ratio of the Census 2000 count for a name (last, male 
first, or female first) to the NUMIDENT sample count should be about 14 to 1. Ratios 
far larger than 14 to 1 indicate possible " invalid" names. In this project, a census
captured name with a ratio of approximately 50 or more to 1 triggered an investigation 
into its validity and whether it should be changed or deleted. 

Records with names that did not satisfy the two criteria were deleted for purposes of 
these tabulations. For example, names such as A LINCOLN or MISTER T would be 
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ruled invalid because neither the first name A nor the last name T contains two letters, 
thus violating criterion 1. Another example of an invalid name under criterion 1 would 
include a string like PETERJDA VIS as a first name, along with a blank last name. In this 
case, while it is possible that the correct name is PETER J DA VIS, the action of the 
respondent in writing the entire name in the space allotted for the first name only means 
there is no name in the space for the last name, thus violating criterion 1. 

Some persons originally had blanks in either or both of their name fields, and thus failed 
criterion 1. Titles such as JR, SR and III were removed from the last name field, but not 
from the first name field. Intervening blanks and hyphens were also deleted. So, for 
example, the last names of LOPEZ-GARCIA, LOPEZ GARCIA and LOPEZGARCIA 
were all retained as LOPEZGARCIA. A similar example for the first name MARY 
ANN would show that it appears in the file as the concatenated entry MARYANN. 

Examples of invalid names under criterion 2 are strings such as PERSON (as a first 
name), ADULT, BABY, HOUSEHOLDER, or SPOUSE. Thus, a census record with the 
name BABY MILLER would have been dropped from the analysis, because BABY is not 
supported as a valid name in the NUMIDENT file. In general, criterion 2 was applied 
independently to first names and last names. However, the "complete names" (that is, 
first and last name in combination) of JOHN DOE and JANE DOE were ruled invalid 
because the proportion of the people who reported the last name DOE and who also 
reported a first name of JOHN or JANE is far higher in the Census records file than in the 
NUMIDENT file. Other possibly invalid names like ELMER FUDD and MICKEY 
MOUSE remain on the file because we did not subject all complete names to the process 
used for JOHN and JANE DOE. 

As names become less frequent, the possibility that a string of letters is not a valid name 
increases. As has been noted, this is due to many factors - misplaced or mis-scanned 
letter(s), bad spelling, and a variety of other causes. All names occurring 300 or more 
times were reviewed for validity, using a series of rules described in section 4.4.5, 
although certainly this process did not delete or modify all invalid names. However, 
names occurring fewer than 300 times were not examined at all, because of their large 
relative volume. 

The initial data file used for this report contains 279, 132, 770 data-defined person records 
(census records with at least two data fields with valid responses) from an intermediate 
file created during the processing for Census 2000. After applying the criteria and the 
edits we developed for improving names, the final number of records for analysis 
comprises 269, 762,087 people, or approximately 96 percent of all people counted in 
Census 2000. 
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4.3 Editing names 

A variety of edits were developed to improve the quality of the name strings. Simply 
summarized, the edits attempted to identify and resolve a series of basic problems in 
name strings. These edits include: 

1) elimination of some characters to yield a cleaner name 
2) resolving similar but inconsistent last names within households 
3) switching transposed first and last names 

Not every possible edit that might be imagined to ' clean up' names was developed. Two 
examples of edits not made are noted here. One edit not developed would 'break apart' 
those names entered by respondents as single string. It is not uncommon for people to 
write in their full name in the last name space, realize they have made an error, and then 
write in their first name again in the first name space. Based on visual inspection of 
subsets of single-occurrence names, we believe this error may account for the large 
number of "unique" names. An edit to break apart compound names was considered too 
intensive a task for this research, and since compound names only account for a small 
fraction of the total population, it is unlikely they would change the overall distribution of 
names in the population in any substantively significant way. 

The list of edits undertaken and resultant impact on data records is detailed in Appendix 
A . 

4.4 Edits 

4.4.1 The prelimina1·y edit 

The preliminary edit performed several minor operations to produce cleaner names. It 
implemented the Criterion 1 rule that both the first and last names of a respondent needed 
to contain at least two letters for retention. Titles, such as JR, SR, III, and IV, which 
were either separated from first names by spaces or erroneously concatenated, were 
removed. JOHN DOE and JANE DOE records were deleted. Names with embedded 
numerals (e.g., HEN6RY) had the numerals deleted. Finally, CHRISTOPHEJR and 
CHRISTOPHESR were edited to CHRISTOPHER. (First names are limited to 13 
captured characters. The problem - trnncation by the respondent in order to fit in a 
"JR/SR" title -- occurred to the name CHRISTOPHER with great frequency, nearly 
15,000 times.) 

The count of first names edited or deleted was 5,637,813. The vast majority of these 
changes were the removal of titles 
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4.4.2 Edit 1: Removing dangling initials 

As noted above, the modifications applied to the basic file removed most embedded 
blanks. Because many middle initials were entered in either the first or last name field 
and not in the box marked "M.I. ," the preliminary edit deleted the intervening blanks, 
causing these middle initials to be concatenated to names. In order to trim the dangling 
initials, the ratio of the name as captured (e.g., JOHNL) to its stem name (e.g. , JOHN) 
was computed and compared to the similar ratio from the NUMIDENT file. For each 
name type (last, male first, or female first) , a threshold value for each letter appended to 
the stem name was created. If a name in the census file had fewer than a prespecified 
threshold value of occurrences (generally in the range of 1 to 2 per thousand), the name 
was contracted back to the stem name. For example, JOHNL, SMITHB, and 
JENNIFERG were edited to JOHN, SMITH, and JENNIFER, respectively, while 
CAROL(E), ROBERT(O), and BROWN(E) are retained as CAROLE, ROBERTO, and 
BROWNE, respectively. In other words, when the ratio of the count of a name with an 
appended initial to its stem is small, it is assumed that the appended name is the actual 
name. 

Dangling initials were eliminated from 2,226,434 last names. 

4.4.3 Edit 2: Making last names ag1·ee within households 

While we recognize that Mr. SMITH and Ms. JOHNSON may reside in the same 
household, generally within many households one would expect most of the last names to 
agree. However, when Mr. SMITH and Ms. SNITH share a household, it is likely that 
one of the two last names was captured incorrectly. Working on the assumption that 
people within households share last names, edit 2 operated on all two-or-more-person 
households where at least two individuals had differently-spelled last names. This is 
done using a method called a "string comparator". Simply put, a string comparator 
"score" quantifies the degree to which two strings are the same. Factors such as length of 
the string, as well as similarity in specific characters, enter into the score assigned to two 
compared strings. If two strings are exactly the same, they have a comparator score of 
1.0. If they are highly dissimilar (no letters in common) they have a value of zero. Table 
3 shows six examples of name pairs with their comparator scores. 
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Table 3 

Selected Name Pairs and Their Comparntor Scores 

Namel Name2 Comparator Score 
PADERAWSKI PADEREWSKI .9800 
BROWN BROVN .9347 
WORD WARD .8950 
WOOD WORD .8667 
WOOD WARD .7450 
KNIGHT DAY .0000 

Table 3 shows that KNIGHT and DAY are very dissimilar, as one would expect, so their 
value is 0. Slight variations in short strings, such as WORD, WARD and WOOD, lead to 
lower scores than a small variation in a longer string, such as BROWN. Relatively high 
scores accrue to longer strings with only small variations, such as 
PADEREWSKI/P AD ERA WSKI. 

In this research, the Lynch-Winkler (1994) string comparator was used to help measure 
the similarity between each pair of last names whose lengths differed by no more than 
one letter. Two names were judged to be similar based on a combination of the 
comparator score and the frequency of the less frequent name. When the string 
comparator score of two last names exceeded the prespecified threshold shown in Table 
4, we computed the initial frequencies of the two last names and changed the less 
frequent last name to the more frequent one. Table 4 shows the criteria for editing last 
names. If the string comparator returns the score in the left column, the less frequent 
name is edited to the more frequent name, when the former's frequency is less than the 
value shown in the right column. Thus, in a household with a SMITH and a SNITH, the 
SNITH entry was edited to SMITH. For a fuller description of this algorithm, see the 
discussion in Coleman, Word, and Nunziata (2003). 

Table 4 

Criteria fo1· Editing Last Names 

Comparator Score Less Common Name Frequency 
0.9 or more unbounded 
0.8-0.8999 100 
0.7-0.7999 10 

The number of records edited in this step was 6, 721 ,444 (last names only). 
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4.4.4 Edit 3: Co1Tecting transposed names 

Despite extensive testing and development of the census questionnaire, not every 
respondent answers questions in the way we expect them to. Particularly in the case of 
write-in infomrntion, respondents often fail to detect directions or cues that are intended 
to assist them in providing their response in a correct manner. One common error made 
by respondents in entering their name is the tendency to transpose their name, that is, to 
write their first name in the space provided for their last name, and to write their last 
name in the space provided for their first name. A preliminary examination of the data 
showed that respondents did occasionally transpose their names on their Census 2000 
forms. That is, they wrote their last name in the first name field and vice versa. Edit 3 
sought to reduce these errors while not introducing new transposition errors. Analysis of 
a sample of data after Edit 2 suggested that about 1 in 1 70 respondents transposed their 
names, or a probability of transposition of about 0.6 percent. Thus, the 0.6 percent 
probability was used to create a threshold to trigger transposition of the captured name. 

One intuitively believes that a male named "SMITH JOHN has most likely transposed his 
name, given that SMITH and JOHN are the most common last and male first names, 
respectively and that these names rarely occur in the reverse order. However, intuition 
cannot determine whether or not a male captured as THOMAS JAMES should be 
transposed to JAMES THOMAS, as both THOMAS and JAMES frequently occur as 
both last names and male first names. Edit 3 operationalizes these intuitions by creating 
an odds ratio that a name as captured was transposed. The nature of names makes it 
possible to define an odds ratio measure to detect whether a name as captured was likely 
to have been transposed. 

The odds that a first name, such as JOHN, is correct as captured is essentially the ratio 
count of JOHN as a first name for the given sex to the count of JOHN as a last name for 
the same sex. The computation of the odds for a last name, such as SMITH, is done 
similarly. Two complications occur. The first is simply the possibility of a zero in the 
numerator or denominator of the odds ratio. To remedy this, we add an arbitrary small 
number, 0.5, to the initial counts of both the first and last names. The second is the 
possibility of spuriously increased last name counts for a sex due to contamination by 
transpositions of first names. For this reason, we use the minimum count by sex for last 
names. For example, although JENNIFER is a legitimate but infrequent last name, the 
number of females with the last name JENNIFER greatly exceeds the number of males 
with the last name JENNIFER, since JENNIFER as a first name is almost exclusively 
female. Transposition by females spuriously increases the count of females with last 
name JENNIFER, while males with the last name JENNIFER are virtually unaffected. 
Taking the minimum of the two counts gets closer to the true count of females (or males) 
with last name JENNIFER. 

The odds ratio, R, is the product of the odds that the first name as given is correct, R1 , and 
the odds that the last name as given is correct, R2. Table 5 shows the four ways that a 
name can be captured. 

12 



Table 5 

The Fom· Ways That a Name Can Be Captured 

Sex 
Position Male Female 
First w x 
Last y z 

The variables w, x, y and z are the counts for a given name in the four cells. 

Given a first name, last name pair and a sex, we can compute the components of the odds 
ratio R. Let the subscripts l and 2 indicate the first and last names, respectively. For 
females, R1 = (x1 + 0.5) I (min(y1, z1 ) + 0.5) and R1 = (min(y2, z2) + 0.5) I (x2 + 0.5). 
Likewise, for males, R1 = (w1 + 0.5) I (min(y1, z 1) + 0.5) and R2 = (min(y2, z2) + 0.5) I (w2 

+ 0.5). 

Now, given a respondent's fu ll name after Edit 2 (first_name, last_ name) and his/her sex 
S, which can take the values M for male and F for female, the odds ratio R that the name 
as captured is correct, as opposed to being transposed, is computed as 

R = first_ name1s + 0.5 x min(last_name2M ,last_name2F ) + 0.5 (1) 
min(first_ name2M , first_ name2F) + 0.5 last_ name1s + 0.5 ' 

where first_ name1x and last_name1x are the total counts of first_ name and last_name as 
names of type t, where t = 1, 2 denote first and last names, respectively, for sex X, where 
Mis male and F is female. The first term in equation (1) is the odds that the first name as 
captured is correct, assuming independence between first and last names. The second 
term is the odds that the last name as captured is correct, again assuming independence. 

Table 6 illustrates the results of applying this algorithm. For four name pairs, it shows 
the odds ratio that the entries as captured were not transposed and the probabilities that 
they are correct. For purposes of Table 6, last names are assumed to be divided equally 
between the two sexes. 

Table 6 

Nam e Pairs as Captured and Their Transposition Odds and Prnbabilities 

Odds Ratios Probability of 
First Last Name Sex R1 R2 R Being 
Name Correct 
KING JENNIFER Female 0.007 0.069 0.00045 <0.001 
JONES WILLIAM Male 0.004 0.012 0.00005 <0.001 
LINDA SMITH Female 102.083 2861.176 292075 .92159 1.000 
THOMAS JAMES Male 4.890 0.125 0.61284 0.380 
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In the first two pairs, the odds that the captured names are transposed are overwhelming, 
much less than the 1: 170 (i.e., R < 0.006) threshold needed to trigger transposition by 
Edit 3. In the JENNIFER KING example, Edit 3 would transpose the two name entries. 
LINDA SMITH, on the other hand, has almost certainly been captured correctly, given 
the massively large odd ration it produces. THOMAS JAMES is a more interesting 
situation. The R value is far above .006, translating to a probability of correctness of 
0.38, which means not even a 50-50 chance that it is transposed. Thus, when a male 
gives his name as THOMAS JAMES, we have insufficient evidence to transpose it. 
Likewise, a male giving his name as JAMES THOMAS also lacks sufficient evidence of 
transposition. 

The count of edits via transposition was 1,352,881. The numbers of first and last names 
changed are equal. 

4.4.5 Edit 4: Edits of la1·ge occunence names 

At the completion of the preedit and edits 1 through 3, all first and last names which had 
300 or more occurrences were further reviewed. During this process three additional 
edits were implemented. 

4.4.5.1 Edit 4, Part a: Editing or deleting invalid first and last names 

The first part of this edit implemented the Criterion 2 rnle (validation from the SSA 
NUMIDENT file), and compared counts of all names with at least 300 occmrences to 
their respective counts in the 5 percent sample of the Social Security NUMIDENT file. 
For each name of each type (last, male first, and female first) , we computed the ratio of 
Census file occurrences after Edit 3 to the NUMIDENT sample occurrences. Names 
which either did not occur at all in the NUMIDENT sample or had ratios of 50: 1 or 
greater were then determined to be either invalid (BABY, BOY, GIRL), mis-scanned 
(HAii for HALL), or misspelled (JOESPH for JOSEPH). Mis-scanned and misspelled 
names were edited to the most likely alternative; invalid names were deleted. 
This edit resulted in 97,129 deletions. 

4.4.5.2 Edit 4, Pa1·t b: Deleting spurious multiplicates 

The second part of this edit involved an examination of records where the exact name and 
date of birth occurred six or more times. While the majority were due to coincidence 
(e.g., LINDA SMITH born September 30, 1947 and JOSE HERNANDEZ born March 
19, 1963), some seemed invalid- multiple occurrences on the same form, or in the same 
specific geographic place. These spurious records may have resulted from respondents 
entering their names multiple times on the same form, or from a respondent completing 
multiple forn1s. All identified spurious multiplicate records were deleted. 
The counts of these edits and deletions were: first names, 711 ,027; last names, 215,743. 
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4.4.5.3 Edit 5: Spul'ious male fint initials 

A final examination revealed a few male first names where it appeared that a single letter 
was attached to the beginning of a valid name. For example, if F. Scott Fitzgerald gave 
his first name as F SCOTT, the file would have retained it as FSCOTT. This edit was 
similar to Edit 1, with the difference that the first letter of various names was trimmed. 
This edit was only applied to male first names, as no female first name occurring more 
than 300 times had this type of error. 

The number of male first names edited was 124,118. 

4.4.6 Edits summuy 

In all, 8,701 ,943 changes were made to first names and 10,266,502 to last names. In 
every instance, the original name had fewer occurrences than the name to which it was 
changed. Since every change had to result from the application of a replicable edit rule, 
many errors in names were not corrected, and as noted earlier, likely result in many of the 
unique occurrence names in the file. Nevertheless, we believe the quality of the resulting 
name files is considerably higher than that of the initial, unedited data. 

4.4.7 Definitions of race and Hispanic origin used in this report 

The race categories shown in these files are the modified race categories used in the 
Census Bureau's population estimates program. The Census Bureau's population 
estimates program modified the Census 2000 race data to eliminate the "Some Other 
Race" category to be more consistent with the race categories that appear on the 
administrative records used to produce population estimates. 

The race modification generally confom1s to the Office of Management and Budget's 
(OMB, 1997) standards for collecting and presenting data on race and ethnicity. The 
OMB (1997) standards identified five race categories: 1) White, 2) Black or African 
American, 3) American Indian and Alaska Native, 4) Asian, and 5) Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander. Additionally, OMB (1997) recommended that respondents be 
able to select one or more races to indicate their racial identity. For respondents unable 
to identify with any of the five race categories, OMB (1997) approved including a sixth 
category - "Some Other Race" - on the Census 2000 questionnaires. 

About 18.5 million people checked "Some Other Race" alone or in combination with one 
or more other races. These people were primarily of Hispanic origin and many wrote in a 
specific Hispanic-origin type (e.g., Mexican or Puerto Rican) as their race. To conform 
to the U.S. Census Bureau' s population estimates program's race definitions, responses 
that were only "Some Other Race" were modified by blanking the "Some Other Race" 
response and imputing one or more OMB standard races. Standard Census Bureau 
procedures achieved the imputation by assigning the race response(s) of another Census 
respondent who had the same response to the Hispanic-origin question. Reponses that 
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included both "Some Other Race" and one or more OMB standard races were modified 
just by blanking the "Some Other Race" response. 

For purposes of this report, all people were categorized into six mutually exclusive racial 
and Hispanic origin groups. People indicating that they were Hispanic were categorized 
as Hispanic, regardless of race. The remaining non-Hispanic population was collapsed 
into five non-Hispanic race categories: 1) White only, 2) Black only, 3) American Indian 
and Alaskan Native only, 4) Asian and Pacific Islander only, and 5) Two or More Races. 
Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders were combined with Asians because of the 
former group's small total - only 398,835 people reported these races, out of a total U.S. 
population of 281,421,906. This combination is also consistent with the OMB race 
classification used before 1997. 

5. DATAFILE DOCUMENTATION 

5.1 Genernl 

This report is accompanied by two datafiles containing summary data on last name 
frequencies. Tabulations with demographic characteristics are available for all surnames 
occurring at least 100 times in Census 2000. The number 100 was chosen to eliminate 
those names with very low counts, thus assuring confidentiality. Placing a floor of 100 
on the frequencies protects individuals privacy, but does eliminate data on millions of 
names. Infonnation is provided for 151 ,671 surnames, covering about 89.8 percent of the 

1 . I popu atlon. 

The data associated with this report are contained in the Appendix and in two electronic 
files (A and B). Appendix Table A-1 contains a printed list on the 50 most frequently 
occurring last names. File A consists of a CSV (comma separated values) file of the 
1,000 most frequently occtming last names, similar in fornrnt to Appendix Table A-1. 
File B consists of a CSV file of all names occurring at least 100 times, constituting 
151,671 records. In all tables, cell values between 1 and 4 were suppressed to maintain 
confidentiality; resulting percentages may, therefore, not sum to 100. 

The data include two fields identified as "proportion per 100,000 people" and 
"cumulative proportion per 100,000 people." The number 100,000 is convenient for 
expressing these proportions, as it reduces the need to show many digits after the decimal 
point. The term "cumulative proportion" indicates the proportion of the total population 
covered by that name and all more frequent names. 

5.2 File A: Excel File of 1,000 Most Frequently Occurring Surnames 

1 The percentages reported in this paragraph use the total number of people (total, male, female) with valid 
names as detennined by this report as the denominators. 
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File A is similar in format to Appendix Table A-1 , with the difference being that the first 
row contains field labels and the subsequent 1,000 rows contain data. The file is in Excel 
format, suitable for import into many software packages. 

File A: Surnames: Counts and Distribution in Percent by Non-Hispanic Race and 
Hispanic Origin: 2000 - Top 1000 Names 

Field 
name 
rank 
count 
proplOOk 
cum _prop 1 OOk 
pctwhite 
pctblack 
pctapi 
pctaian 

pct2prace 
pcthispanic 

Record count: 1000 names 

Description 
Last name 
Rank 
Number of occurrences 
Proportion per 100,000 people for name 
Cumulative proportion per 100,000 people 
Percent Non-Hispanic White Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic Black Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic Asian and Pacific Islander Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic American Indian and Alaskan Native 
Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic of Two or More Races 
Percent Hispanic Origin 

Fields suppressed for confidentiality are assigned the value (S). 

5.3 File B: CSV File of All Surnames Occurring 100 or Mo1·e Times 

File B contains the same data as the previous files, but for all names occurring at least 
100 times. Users working with these files are urged to confirm that they can match the 
percentages in File A before proceeding to any set of routines involving percentages. 

File B: Surnames: Counts, Total and by Non-Hispanic Race and Hispanic Origin: 2000 
-All Names of Count 100 or Greater 

Field 
name 
rank 
count 
proplOOk 
cum _prop 1 OOk 
pctwhite 
pctblack 
pctapi 
pctaian 

pct2prace 
pcthispanic 

Description 
Last name 
Rank 
Number of occurrences 
Proportion per 100,000 people for name 
Cumulative proportion per 100,000 people 
Percent Non-Hispanic White Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic Black Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic Asian and Pacific Islander Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic American Indian and Alaskan Native 
Only 
Percent Non-Hispanic of Two or More Races 
Percent Hispanic Origin 
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Record count: 151 ,671 names 
Fields suppressed for confidentiality are assigned the value (S). 
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TABLEA-1 

Top 50 Surnames: Counts and Distribution in Percent by Non-Hispanic Race and Hispanic Origin: 2000 

Percent 
Non-Hispanic Hispanic 

American (of any 
I Proportion per 100,000 1 Indian/ Asian/ Two race) 

I lndividua:1 ,J Alaskan Pacific or More 
I Name I Rank I Count I Name Cumulative White Black Native Islander Races 

TOTAL 269, 762,087 69.8 11 .8 0.7 3.7 1.7 12.3 
SMITH 1 2,376,206 880.9 880.9 73.3 22.2 0.8 0.4 1.6 1.6 
JOHNSON 2 1,857,160 688.4 1569.3 61.5 33.8 0.9 0.4 1.8 1.5 
WILLIAMS 3 1,534,042 568.7 2138.0 48.5 46.7 0.8 0.4 2.0 1.6 
BROWN 4 1,380,145 511.6 2649.6 60.7 34.5 0.8 0.4 1.9 1.6 
JONES 5 1,362,755 505.2 3154.7 57.7 37.7 0.9 0.3 1.9 1.4 

MILLER 6 1,127,803 418.1 3572.8 85.8 10.4 0.6 0.4 1.3 1.4 
DAVIS 7 1,072,335 397.5 3970.3 64.7 30.8 0.8 0.4 1.7 1.6 
GARCIA 8 858,289 318.2 4288.5 6.2 0.5 0.6 1.4 0.5 90.8 
RODRIGUEZ 9 804,240 298.1 4586.6 5.5 0.5 0.2 0.6 0.4 92.7 
WILSON 10 783,051 290.3 4876.9 69.7 25.3 1.0 0.5 1.7 1.7 

MARTINEZ 11 775,072 287.3 5164.2 6.0 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.5 91.7 
ANDERSON 12 762,394 282.6 5446.8 77.6 18.1 0.7 0.5 1.6 1.6 
TAYLOR 13 720,370 267.0 5713.9 67.8 27.7 0.7 0.4 1.8 1.6 
THOMAS 14 710,696 263.5 5977.3 55.5 38.2 1.0 1.6 2.0 1.7 
HERNANDEZ 15 706,372 261.8 6239.2 4.6 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.3 93.8 

MOORE 16 698,671 259.0 6498.2 68.9 26.9 0.7 0.4 1.7 1.5 
MARTIN 17 672,711 249.4 6747.5 77.5 15.3 0.9 0.7 1.6 4.0 
JACKSON 18 666, 125 246.9 6994.5 41.9 53.0 1.0 0.3 2.2 1.5 
THOMPSON 19 644,368 238.9 7233.3 72.5 22.5 1.2 0.4 1.8 1.6 
WHITE 20 639,515 237.1 7470.4 67.9 27.4 1.0 0.4 1.8 1.5 

LOPEZ 21 621 ,536 230.4 7700.8 5.8 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.5 91.5 
LEE 22 605,860 224.6 7925.4 40.1 17.4 1.0 37.8 2.3 1.3 
GONZALEZ 23 597,718 221.6 8147.0 4.8 0.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 94.0 
HARRIS 24 593,542 220.0 8367.0 53.9 41.6 0.7 0.4 2.0 1.5 
CLARK 25 548,369 203.3 8570.3 76.8 18.5 0.9 0.4 1.6 1.7 

LEWIS 26 509,930 189.0 8759.3 61.0 33.8 1.1 0.5 2.0 1.6 
ROBINSON 27 503,028 186.5 8945.8 51 .3 44.1 0.5 0.4 2.0 1.7 
WALKER 28 501 ,307 185.8 9131.6 61.2 34.2 0.8 0.4 1.8 1.6 
PEREZ 29 488,521 181.1 9312.7 5.9 0.5 0.3 1.2 0.5 91.6 
HALL 30 473,568 175.6 9488.2 75.1 20.8 0.6 0.5 1.6 1.4 

YOUNG 31 465,948 172.7 9661.0 68.9 23.8 0.7 2.9 1.9 1.7 
ALLEN 32 463,368 171.8 9832.7 70.2 25.1 0.8 0.4 1.8 1.6 
SANCHEZ 33 441 ,242 163.6 9996.3 5.8 0.5 0.5 1.0 0.5 91 .8 
WRIGHT 34 440,367 163.2 10159.6 68.3 27.4 0.7 0.4 1.8 1.5 
KING 35 438,986 162.7 10322.3 72.8 22.0 1.0 0.9 1.7 1.6 

scon 36 420,091 155.7 10478.0 62.6 32.3 1.2 0.4 1.9 1.7 
GREEN 37 413,477 153.3 10631.3 59.3 36.2 0.6 0.3 1.8 1.7 
BAKER 38 413,351 153.2 10784.5 82.1 13.6 0.8 0.5 1.5 1.5 
ADAMS 39 413,086 153.1 10937.6 76.2 19.2 0.8 0.5 1.6 1.8 
NELSON 40 412,236 152.8 11090.5 80.3 14.9 1.1 0.5 1.5 1.7 

HILL 41 411 ,770 152.6 11243.1 66.8 28.4 0.9 0.4 1.8 1.6 
RAMIREZ 42 388,987 144.2 11387.3 4.4 0.3 0.3 1.0 0.4 93.7 
CAMPBELL 43 371,953 137.9 11525.2 76.5 19.1 0.6 0.4 1.7 1.7 
MITCHELL 44 367,433 136.2 11661.4 63.5 31.5 1.0 0.4 1.9 1.6 
ROBERTS 45 366,215 135.8 11797.1 79.6 15.9 0.8 0.5 1.7 1.6 

CARTER 46 362,548 134.4 11931.5 60.5 35.0 0.7 0.4 1.9 1.5 
PHILLIPS 47 351,848 130.4 12062.0 79.0 16.4 1.0 0.4 1.7 1.6 
EVANS 48 342,237 126.9 12188.8 70.7 25.0 0.7 0.4 1.7 1.5 
TURNER 49 335,663 124.4 12313.3 66.7 29.3 0.6 0.3 1.7 1.4 
TORRES 50 325, 169 120.5 12433.8 6.0 0.6 0.3 1.4 0.5 91.2 

Race/Hispanic groups are mutually exclusive; see report for details 
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Appendix A. Documentation of Edit Steps and Records Affected 

Total persons: Initial File 

Number of persons removed by DSC MO operations 

Number of persons removed by the preliminary edits 
Number of persons with less than 2 characters in either the first 
or last name 

Number of first names with less than 2 characters 

Number of last names with less than 2 characters 
Number of persons with the name JOHN/JANE DOE 

Number of persons with a numeral in first or last name 
Number of first names containing a numeral 
Number of last namescontaining a numeral 

Total persons: Census 2000 - post preliminary edits 
Number of person records changed by any preliminary edit 

Number of person records changed to remove titles 
Number of first names with titles removed 
Number of last names with titles removed 

Number of person records changed to CHRISTOPHER 

Number of person records changed to concatenate LYN/LYNN 

Number of person records changed to truncate characters after 
the first occurrence of a space 

Edit 1 - post preliminary edit 

Total number of person records changed by edit 1 

Number of first names changed to remove dangling character 

Number of last names changed to remove dangling character 
Edit 2 - post edit 1 

Number of last names changed 
Edit 3 - post edit 2 

Number of names transposed 
Edit 4 - post edit 3 

Total number of person records removed by edit 4a 

Total persons dropped by edit 4a - first names 
Total persons dropped by edit 4a - last names 

Total number of person records changed by edit 4b (excluding records 
dropped in edit 4a) 

Total number of first names changed 

Total number of last names changed 
Edit 5 - post edit 4 

Number of first names changed to remove first character 

" 1 - mutually exclusive: adds to the total number of persons dropped 
during the preliminary edit 
"2 - mutually exclusive: adds to the total number of persons dropped 
during edit 4a 

21 

279, 132,770 

5,878, 113 

5,775,577 "1 

5,750,926 "1 

4,736,292 

4,207,119 
24,588 " 1 

63 "1 
51 
16 

269,768,216 
5,637,813 
5,509,745 
5,509,745 

0 
14,957 

29,740 

85,903 
269,768,216 

3,097,416 

826,104 

2,226,434 
269,768,216 

6,721,444 
269,768,216 

1,352,881 
269,768,216 

97,129 "2 

96,046 "2 
1,083 "2 

925,684 

711 ,027 

215,743 
269,762,087 

124,118 



EXHIBIT D 



name 

OHLSON 

STENNETT 

BRANDL 

CALCAGNO 

CARIGNAN 

GEOGHEGAN 

GRADO 

LOSH 

SCHUELKE 

SMALLING 

VANBRUNT 

WITZEL 

DAMES 

MALKIN 

RODRIGES 

ROZANSKI 

SIENKIEWICZ 

SOLLARS 

AUST 

BANNERMAN 

BARDIN 

COURTS 

RINES 

TEWS 

VOORHIES 

COLLAR 

FREIBERG 

LATIOLAIS 

MALICK 

MARTINSEN 

TWILLEY 

ZEHNDER 

ARRIGO 

rank count prop1 OOk cum_prop1 OOk 

16581 1594 0.59 73343.63 

16581 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16586 

16596 

16596 

16596 

16596 

16596 

16596 

16602 

16602 

16602 

16602 

16602 

16602 

16602 

16609 

16609 

16609 

16609 

16609 

16609 

16609 

16616 

1594 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1593 

1592 

1592 

1592 

1592 

1592 

1592 

1591 

1591 

1591 

1591 

1591 

1591 

1591 

1590 

1590 

1590 

1590 

1590 

1590 

1590 

1589 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

0.59 

73344.22 

73344.81 

73345.4 

73345.99 

73346.58 

73347.18 

73347.77 

73348.36 

73348.95 

73349.54 

73350.13 

73350.72 

73351.31 

73351.9 

73352.49 

73353.08 

73353.67 

73354.26 

73354.85 

73355.44 

73356.03 

73356.62 

73357.21 

73357.8 

73358.39 

73358.98 

73359.57 

73360.15 

73360.74 

73361.33 

73361.92 

73362.51 

pctwhite 

95.61 

67.19 

95.54 

91.53 

94.66 

96.05 

19.52 

93.91 

95.29 

81.61 

92.34 

96.67 

60.24 

95.23 

4.46 

96.55 

96.73 

93.66 

95.66 

48.71 

94.72 

67 

90.63 

97.11 

88.81 

90.31 

95.53 

98.74 

90.38 

96.23 

78.99 

97.99 

97.61 

pctblack 

0.69 

25.91 

0.69 

0.38 

(S) 

1.13 

0 

0.5 

(S) 

14.5 

2.01 

0.5 

31.28 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0 

0.88 

1.01 

48.59 

1.38 

29.1 

6.79 

0.5 

6.73 

2.96 

(S) 

(S) 

0.82 

0.44 

18.18 

(S) 

(S) 

pctapi 

0.5 

0.31 

(S) 

(S) 

0.56 

0.44 

1.57 

0.56 

0.69 

0.44 

0.88 

(S) 

0.63 

1.01 

(S) 

(S) 

0.82 

0.38 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0.31 

0.38 

(S) 

0.57 

(S) 

5.47 

0.38 

(S) 

(S) 

0.31 

pctaian 

0.44 

1 
(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0 

0 

3.45 

(S) 

0.69 

1.57 

(S) 

0.75 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0 

1.32 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0 

0.31 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

0.38 

0.38 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 

pct2prace 

1.13 

2.32 

1.26 

1.26 

1.51 

0.75 

1.63 

0.69 

0.94 

1.19 

2.01 

1.38 

3.71 

1.38 

0.69 

1.51 

1.82 

1.32 

1.13 

1.45 

1.01 

1.45 

0.44 

1.19 

1.26 

1.45 

0.94 

0.38 

1.57 

1.45 

1.26 

0.57 

0.44 

pcthispanic 

1.63 

3.26 

1.76 

6.28 

2.82 

1.63 

77.28 

0.88 

2.2 

1.57 

1.19 

3.39 

1.57 

94.35 

1.19 

0.63 

2.45 

1.45 

0.75 

2.14 

1.19 

1.45 

0.88 

2.51 

4.84 

2.33 

0.38 

1.38 

1.13 

0.88 

0.94 

1.51 
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Data 
2010 Census Data 

Apportionment Data 

Redistricting Data 

Center of Population 

Other Census Data 

2010 Census Briefs 

Interactive Population Map 

2010 Census Participation Rate 
Map 

Read. Watch. Connect. 

Director's Blog 

Connect wrth Us 

Multimedia Center 

Contact Us 

Explore the 
2010Census 

Form 

201 O Census Data 
Iii Print I Dsharethispage I AAA 

2010 Data Release Schedules 
2010 Census Dara Products: Unrted States - At A Glance 
2010 Census Data Product Descriptions [PDF) 

2010 Census Summary Files 
The Summary File 1 data tables provide the most detailed information available so far from the 2010 Census 
about a community's entire population, including cross-tabulations of age, sex, households, families, 
relationship to householder, housing units, detailed race and Hispanic or Latino origin groups, and group 
quarters. The Summary File 2 tables add a new layer of detail - making information. such as age, relationship 
and homeownership available for specific race and ethnic groups within a community. 
Summary File 1 
Summary File 2 

American Indian & Alaska Native Map 
This map shows the 2010 Census American Indian and Alaska 
Native areas along with graphics that refiect 2010 Census statistics. 

2010 Guide to State and Local Census 
Geography 
This resource contains state geographic information and provides 
links to lists of geographic entities within each state. 

2010 Census Demographic Profi les 
The first set of 2010 Census Demographic Profiles are ready for viewing. 
These profiles provide details about race and Hispanic groups, age, sex 
and housing status. The profiles will be released on a state-by-state basis 
for each of the 50 states. the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 

Interactive Population Map - Explore the data with this interactive tool 

Download Demographic Profiles 

Download Summary File 1 

VIEW 2010 CENSUS DATA 
\\I R l \ ~ 

FactFinder 



201 O Census Population Profile Maps 
The U.S Census Bureau's 2010 Census 
Profile maps present a graphic overview of 

selected demographic information from the 

2010 Census of Population and Housing. 
In addition to a population density map, 

each page includes a pie chart showing 
percent of total population by race, a 

population pyramid, and a bar chart 
illustrating housing occupancy rates. The 

map series consists of one page-sized map 
for each state in the United States, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, as 

well as a national map. 

These map files are in Portable Document 

Format (PDF) and were designed to be 
viewed with Adobe® Reader® Offsite, 

which is available free from Adobe. If your 

~010 Ccnsu• Pennsylvania Profile 

........... ~ .... 

--

browser opens them in another PDF reader, the screen display may not accurately reproduce the map. 

These maps are being released on a flow basis as they become available. Go to our 2010 Census Population 
Profile Maps page to view the individual state maps that have been released. 

201 O Census Briefs 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander: 2010 
Households and Families· 2010 

The Asian Population: 2010 
The American Indian and Alaska Native Population: 2010 
The Older Population: 2010 

Congressional Apportionment 
Housing Characteristics: 2010 

The White Population: 2010 
The Black Population: 2010 
The Hispanic Population: 2010 

La Poblaci6n Hispana: 2010 
Age and Sex Composition: 2010 

Population Distrbution and Change: 2000 to 2010 
An Overview: Race and Hispanic Origin and the 2010 Census 

Ustream Event 2010 Census Brief H1span1c Popluat1on < 



Redistricting Data 
The Census Bureau's interactive redistricting map widget enables users to view local 2010 Census data by 

state, including population change and race and Hispanic or Latino origin data by county. 

21110 CENSUS RESULTS 

United States NATIONAL POPULATION: 308,745,538 

POPULATION CHANGE BY STATE: 2000-21110 

EID mliil BD 
CUCK A l'TAil. FOR COlMl'l'-LEYB. DA.TA 

EB YrEW FUU SCREEN 

NATIONAL POPULATION BY RACE 
UNITED STATES: 2010 

PEJltCEJfT OF POPULA110N QtMGE DID-2010 t Whitealaie 

Bisi or /J'Ti:sn Ameri::an alone 
- 128"" 

7U'% 

t Ameri::an Indian and Ale&ka Ns!ilf& ebne 
Io . .,. 
A&ian alme 
. 4.1% 

t Native HBVieiian and other Pacific Islander eDne 
10.2% 

some other Ra:::e abne . ..... 
t TWo or Mere Ra::es ...... 

5.7%t 

12.3%t 

18.4%t 

43.3%t 

35.4%t 

24.4%t 

32.0%t 

NATIONAL POPULATION BY HISPANIC OR LATINO ORIGIN 
UNITED STATES: 2010 

t Hispanic or LBtino 
- 18..3% t Not Hispanic or Latino 

43.0%t 

4.9%t 

Additional Data: To access data from multiple geographies within the state, such as census blocks, tracts. 
voting districts, cities, counties and school districts, visit American Factfinder. http://factfinder2.census.gov. 

Embed on your site by copying the following code, replacing XX with your two-digit state abbreviation {e.g. 
"LA") and optionally replacing the values for width and height. To embed the U.S. map, leave off the state 

parameter. 



<iframe src="http:/fwww.census.gov/201 Ocensus/data/embedstate.html?state=XX" frameborder="O'' 

scrolling="no" marginhe1ght="O" marginwidth="O" width="800" height="510">1FRAMES not supported</iframe> 

Note: height should equal width divided by 1.566, rounded to a whole number. For example, 940x600 or 
800x510. 

Data provided by U.S. Census Bureau. 

• - Represents zero or rounds to 0.0 

• The term 'county' refers to county or equivalent entity. 

• For more information on Substantial Changes to Counties and County Equivalent Entities: 1970-Present, please visit 

http://Www.cenS1Js.gov/geo/wwwlbger/ctychng.html 

For questions, comments and suggestions about Census Bureau data visualizations, please contact 
pio.2010@census.gov. 

Apportionment Data 
The Census Bureau's interactive map widget enables users to view 10 decades of apportionment history, 

current apportionment totals and our country's changing population through the past century. 

POPU!.A TION CHANGE POPULATION OENSJTY APPORTIONMENT 

Population Change 
Population change is the rel:e of change in populBtion between decenniel census yeera. While every census region grei.'¥ considerably during 
the twenti.,.h century, the South end West experienced the largest increB93B in population. 

POPULATION CHANGE SINCE 1910 

POP . 

..... I ,.L 

12.2 ~------------------
1'110 111:10 1~0 t""1 ft5I) 1'Wi0 1'70 ,,... 1180 2000 2010 

%CHG; 21..0 15..D 18.2 7.S lt5 ta.5 t:U 1t.5 9.& 13.2 9.7 

REGIONAL POPULATION GROWTH 2000-2010 

2010 



View as HTML: Population Change, Population Density, Apportionment 

Download as CSV: Population Change, Population Density, Apportionment 

Embed on your s ite: 

<iframe src="http://www.census.gov!201 Ocensusldata/embedmap.php" frameborder="O" scrolling="no" 
marginheight="O" marginwidth="O" width="638" height="405">1FRAMES not supported</iframe> 

Data provided by U.S. Census Bureau. 

Population Density: Includes Puerto Rico and the Dislri<:t of Columbia in population density rankings, 1 to 52. 

Apportionment: Apportionment is the process of dividing the 435 seats in the House of Representatives among the 50 states. 
Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia are not included. 

Alaska and Hawau gained statehood in 1959. Arizona and New Mexico gained statehood in 1912. f or apportionmen~ data before 
those periods are not reflected on the map. 

Congress did not reapportion in 1920. Therefore, the apportionment data shown for this decade replicates the data for 1910. There 
is no data reflected for the apportionment population in the 1920 "people per representative" chart. 

Home Contact Us Product Cataklg Information Quality Data Tools Pnvacy Polq 
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tVINSIDER ~" NEWS • °' f >1 ;;i a 
- 'l,. ,.~ - '- \...-.,., 1 ~' -,,., 

~Q~hop on-th~-go iiiiiilid amazonfresh 
';_art:S.~fore:~'.:~.t._C:,e~1~hts . .., - SHOPNOW • 

These Are the 50 Most-Watched TV 
Shows of the 2014-15 Season 

2015's Most-Watched Television Shows 

Football CookJe and zon¥lies battle fe< the top ope! n a bog ye« foc televiSiO(l 

Highs and Lows: Ranking 2015 Winners and Losers 

Heres the ranker of eNefY ad_......upport.ed broadcast and cable net\vork n 2015 (\lllth the exception 
ot certain cig.tal ne~ ~\\"ell~ cable network5 b'lat aren t mear~ed by N1el$en), accon:ing 
tototal\'l~ 

And the Most Popular On Demand Shows of the Year Are ... 

We explain how the on-demand game changed in 2015 

EMAIL SIGN UP 

Kssor.;p v.-·rr ~\+IJCf'l s:ho.:.'S'cfS IJ'IW!·SSS'. c~ ths 
.s:aiesyo11 n&6d :0 r&ed. s.•,99p5tcbsando:r.toJS: 

ocJXl("<JJr.."t;u, end m.JCh mora.M c llds!ivrnd 
a.rgc:,y to your ir:Cox! 

emoi!oddres.s 

name 

!i}l/l.'h.&t sWorthWs.tcr·ng 

ElllV lns:de- He.ear~ 

El!Nc1t."SIA!crt5 

El!Speci111 ~en: 

0F,.O'Tl0ur ,,at"tner!I 

u 
- ON -



I 711e&g&ng 7neayro stll blowing up ra!Jrgs rec0<<Y. At the end of its eighth season. the CBS 
sitcom led au pnmebme ~.broadcast or cable. wrth 21.3 million weedy VJe"W'ef!. (including 

seven da~ of DVR ~and Vldeo-oo-demand). a hair ai::>CW'e two more perenrnal rating!> ta~. 

NBC's Sunday Nigh/ FoolbaU and CBS s NCIS. both wrth 21 lTilLon lllewe<s. The 
llX:>St-watched cable sene!> of all bme. AMCs The lVawng Dead. pulled in 19-9 mllJon VJ~. 

Before prcxtucbon on the new~~ get5 underway. here's a final look at~ of the hits and 

~of 2014-201& fOUowed by<lll' ~lete Ust o' the 50 moot-watched showo of the season 

WINNERS 

Fox's Empireand. CBS's NCJS: NewOrlt':NlSln the adverb~-coveted demographic of~ 
age l.8-4g. Erf1)1re was not only the No 1 reN show" Cg mlllon viewer5'. but al.so the No 2 xnpted 
show. after The Wdl.k#)g Dead. In total vi~ /'C/S.. New0rteanswa5 the top trer...hman ~ow 

footboll Sunday Mghl Footbal( C'BS and NFL Network's sunkast of Thur5ddy Night Football 

and ESPN's Monday N ght Football all scored touchdowns with fans. larding 1n the Top 20 The 
sea-..oo stop cable amng was ESPNs College Football Chanl:>onship 10!110 State vs Oregon). 
whtch drew l37 mll.Jon v1~ 

Supe< Producers All four of Chuc!< Lorre s corredes are among the Top 50 ~ The Big 8dng 

Theory. Mom Mike& Molly. and the now-con'4)leted T..odfldafM/f Mert Shonda Rhunes IHowto 
Ge/AwayWlthMJrcler 5cdt1d3l and G-eysAratOOJ)+. D1ckWolf <07.cd90Fire Cll!c4goPD.and 
Law & Order S\l't.J. and Mark Burnett CSurvrt.O" and Nia ed1llon!> of The voca each have ttYee 

ABC's Wednesday comedy Uneup The Middle. The Goldbergs. Modem Famly. and 8Jack-1sh 
made the Top fl). !.Olid1fymg the networks famly-!>tcom strategy and paving the way lo< more 
famly comedi~ to debut next sea!'aOn BlacJNshwas al!::.o the top-rated nfNI comedy among 

1 

2 

3 

-NEWS-
Poll: TVs Hottest Col4>1e 
.,,..rv "duSt..--¥1 po5leQOl'IMilldl28.2D16 

CBS Renews Scorpion . Elemenlaly 
and Nine other Silo~ 
1:1yx.c5C .. ~ p0ited0f'Mat'tfl.0:5.201e 

6 Beautiful OUtlander Behind-lhe
Scenes Photos 
Dy TVl'WdvS~ I pmed CW! MM:h 2i 2'01E 

Steve Harvey Gets Really Tongue
T!ed on Little Big Shots MDEOI 
PrS1'~~~""1J' I poPe<!Dfllr.l•G7'ti ~16 

How Outlander Is Taking the Art of 
Love (and War) to Paris in Season 2 
l:t'f ~M.vvi l po64doru.mf\29.2Cl16 

Join Verizon and we'll 
pay your costs to 
switch. 



I 
famlycomedieo to debut next ~n B/ad<-tShwas aloothe top-rated new comedy among 
viewer.; 18- 49 (4-1 mll>Onl 

LOSERS 

Fox's The Following. ABC's ~lion, and CBS's The Millers It o rough to be canceled afte< a 

51ngle season It 5 even tougher to land on the trash heap a~ Season 2 or 3 The""...e ttvee 5enes 
had >0!1d freshman year; but d1dn t ~ve up to their earty potenbal and were handed pink sLP" 

CBS's Stalker\1./t'M.le the crrbcally parned ~attracted a r~pectably-51zed aucience <101 

mliJonl. 1t wao ob~ canceted-tanding the dub;ou,; d1;bncbon of being the only new oeries 1n the 
Top SD to get the ax The dalk subject rratter wao not adverbser-fnencly and CBS cidn town the 
5how. making 1t ea51er for the network to cancel 1t. That capped a rough year fa executive 
producer Ka11n WilllarrGOO, who ab) ran The Following 

The C'l/'s Milstt!fS of lllusionThe magic Tc1I was the leaot-watched pnmetme oeries of the 
year among the broadcast netWOfks. pullJng in iu>t g06 ooo total viewer> 

TOP 50 SHOWS, TOTAL VIEWERS 

The Big Bang Theory C8S 21.3 

NFL Sunday Night Footboll MK: 21.0 

NOS CB5 

The Walking Dead A'C 199 

5 NCIS: New Orleans CBS 183 

Wel l poy 14> to S650 oo YOU' old phone or 
contract wtlen you trade in your phone_ 

-·-""-•F•,.._ •~••-".,....-'"-:....."I' .. 
~01_.,..,, ___ .. ," .......... _._ ...... -
--~;:o_ .......... ,...,. --........ - ... ... ,. __ ......... -.. ~-- _._._,_....,..... :...""""-..... _ ... __ ,_ 



I 
6 Empire R» 173 

NF\. Th~y Night Football CBS/M'I._, 168 

8 Scorpion CBS '52 

9 Blue Bloods CBS 15.> 

10 The~st N!IC '49 

How to Get Away With Murder AEJ: 

12 Dancing With the Star.; ,;s: 148 

13 Madam Secretary CBS '43 

Criminal Minds C85 

15 The Voice (Tuesday) MJC U9 

The Voice (Monday) MJC 

17 Modem Family All: U7 

18 NF\. Monday Night Football E5RI 13.4 

19 Person of Interest CBS 13.1 

20 Downton Abbey lflS 129 

21 Scandal All: 128 

22 NOS:Los Angeles C8S 127 

~ 60 Minutes a;s 126 

Hawaii Frve-0 CBS 

25 castle All: 12.4 

26 The Good Wife CBS 123 

'El Two and a Half Man CBS 120 

28 The Mentali..t CS5 1.18 

Mom CBS 

JO American Idol (Thur.;doy) ECK 1.16 



I 
31 Grey's Anatomy Aa:: U.5 

32 Survivor CB5 ~ 

The Odd Couple CB5 

34 Elementary Cl15 U3 

35 CSI CB5 ..... 
~ CSl:Cyber CllS 11.l 

37 Chicago Fire rs; 108 

:J8 American ldoUWednesday) Fat 10..C 

39 Stalker Cl15 101 

Chicago P.O. l.B: 

41 Law & Order: SVU AB: 100 

Mike & Molly Cl15 

43 The Bachelor Aa::' 97 

44 Gotham Fat 96 

45 GameofThr~ }B) 94 

46 2 Broke Girts a;s 93 

The Middle A.!¥: 

48 Black-ish A!!:: 9.2 

Once Upon A Time Aa::' 

The Gotdbergs A!!:: 

Sa.rce.NielsenMeda~~22.20U...,.202mS,llmilicns.E:c:il..d;!s~ 

sp:rlspreg;wneaidpostgaTI@sh>Mi..an:::lprogan>wdlt<"'°orffN/ef~ 

TOP 50 SHOWS, ADULTS 18-49 

Arnenca's rno!it-watc:hed ~es of the 2014-201.5 season 1n the key adverbs1ng dernoc7aphtc (1n 

mlllon> watching) are 

The Wall<ing Dead AM:: 13.2 



I 
NFL Sunday Night Football NBC 96 

Empire FOK 90 

The Big Bang Theoey CBS 83 

NFL Thursday Night Football CBS/""1.- 75 

6 Modern Family Aa:- 65 

How to Get Away with Murder Air 63 

8 NFL-y Night Football £Sl"1 61 

9 Game of Thrones ,g; S.9 

10 Scandal AA:: 56 

11 Sons of Anarchy FX 52 

12 The Blacldiot NBC S.1 

The Voice (Monday) NBC 

14 American Honor Story FX 50 

15 The Voice CTue-..day) NBC 49 

16 Grey's Anatomy AB:: ,a 

17 Gotham Fcx 47 

18 Criminal. Minds a;s 46 

lg Scorpion CBS •5 

20 NCIS CBS u 

21 Tall<ing Dead .4\C' 42 

Once Upon Bl nme AEC 

23 Black-ish~ 

Better Call Saul A'·C 

25 Two and a Half Men CBS 3.9 

The Goldbergs m:: 



II Farrily Guy Fax 

Survivor CBS 

29 The Bachelor All:' ].8 

JO Chtcago Fire tiE.C 3.7 

Mom CBS 

American Idol CThW'Sday) Fax 

33 NCIS: New Orl""'1S CBS l6 

34 Last Man on Earth FOii lS 

The Odd Couple CBS 

'J6 Law & Order: SVU ~ 

2 Broke Girts m:; 

Marvel's Agents of S.HJ.E.LO. All:' 

39 Chicago P.O. Mr lJ 

The Middle /.BC 

American Idol CWednesdayl Fm-

The Simpsons Fa.-

Sleepy Hollow Fax 

44 Castle .411:" 

Mike & Molly al5 

Shark Tank AOC 

47 NCIS: Los Angeles CBS 31 

Dancing with the Stars /.8C 

Marvel'• Agent carter -<a: 

Brooklyn Nine-Nine Rx 
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Am.uon Wiii Send You Condoms 
When You Press This Button 

~l Peter Dlnldage Talks ~me ol 
Throne& With Worst Fan Ever In 
These SNL Promos 

II The 7 Best Gadgets For Getting In ...... 

II S-Whe1tTrf&g~tt1•Mllky 
We1y"s Most R.c.nt Supemcwa 

II Rep. fbUI Grl~l\ra: How to Pre.,.nt 
the Next 011 SplU 

Mexico City Ord..s ~rs off tt"8 
Roitd 1 Day Per We.k to Reduc. 
Smog 

The Roots Pull Out of De1'tfd Bowle 
Trtbut• Concerts 

The Story Behind Amerlea's Flrst 
Commercial Computer 

··- "'1' . , WHOSHOULDBEONTHE2Dl6 

~J 8\~ > 1 IMUOO? 
... I ). I ~Ji! 

4 
VOtlNOW " 

' ' . 
E NT ERT AINM EN T TELEVISION 

Game of Thrones Finale Sets Ratings Record 
Jacob Kottler J .>bKofflet June 1o 2u15 D m 1:1111 g IUll 

8.1 million viewers tuned into season five's shocking sendoff 

The Game of Thrones' epic season finale drew the show's largest audience 
e\·er . 

The episode- which set the Internet abuzz ,,;th reactions-drew 8.1 

million ";ewers, according to Nielsen "live plus same-day" estimates, 
despite coinciding with the NBA finals in most parts of the country. The 
fifth-season sendoff saw ratings 1396 higher than last '"·eek's episode (7.14 
million) and last season's finale (7.09 million). 

And if your T\";tter feed seemed like it was exclusively Game o/Thrones
related content, that may be because it was. The finale also landed atop the 
Nielsen T\vitter TV Ratings \\·eekly list, '";th 436,000 relevant t\veets seen 
by 5.1 million people. 
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by 5" million people. 
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7 Times Game of Thrones Drew on 
History This Season 

Charlotte Alter 

Melisandre / Rasputin 

If the idea of an ambitious 
mystic ' "·ho manipulates a 

gullible ruler into 
destroying his kingdom 

and legacy doesn't ring a 
bell, you haven't read 
enough Russian history. 
'\'bile much of the source 

material for Game of 

Thrones comes from 

1 017 

medieval Europe, Martin may not draw exclusively from that era. 
And Melisandre seems to take after Rasputin, "·ho held great 
influence over Tsar Nicolas II and his wife, .J\.lexandra, just before 
the Russian Revolution. Rasputin was a Russian mystic who first 

gained the confidence ofTsarina Alexandra and then the Tsar 
himself, thanks to h is ability to ease the suffering of their son Alexei, 
who suffered from hemophilia. Just like Melisandre, Rasputin 
encouraged the Tsar to lead his armies in battle- in '1\1orld w·ar I, 
another \<v"intry hellscape-whicb proved to have disastrous 

consequences for the Tsar. Eventually, partly because of the 
corrosive effect of Rasputin's influence, the entire family was 
murdered in the Russian Revolution. One big difference is that 
Rasputin made the Tsar's son Alexei feel better, ,.,.·bile Melisandre 
condemned Stannis' daughter Shireen to death. 
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The Game Of Thrones Ratings Are Getting 
Even Bigger 
~BY JESSICA RAWOEN Jll 9 MONTHS AGO ,, 1 COMMENT 

Ratings are less important for HBO than they are for other channels. This is mostly 
due to the fact that people subscribe to the cable channel and then are able to watch 
their favorite programs, commercial-free, whenever they wish to. Thus, while we've 
known for a long bme that Game of Thrones Season 5 crushed on HBO, we haven't 
known exactly how well it was doing in terms of total viewersh1p. Today, reports 
indicate that Game of Thrones has averaged nearty 20 million total viewers per 
eptSOde in its most recent season. 

Three weeks after the final episode aired, the show is averaging 19.8 million total 
viewers per episode, when factoring in the original TV premieres, On-Demand, 
encore performances, DVR, HBO Go and HBO Now. With all of those ways to 
watch, it's easy to see how Game of Thrones has racked up those sorts of numbers, 
but whafs more interesbng is that more households have seemed to have picked 
up the series during rts fifth season. TH" says that eventually the average is 
expected to be above the 20 million mark, soundly beating out the 19.1 million total 
viewer average that Season 4 brought in. (And thafs not even counting everyone 
who r , the series.) 

Ifs clear that Game of Thrones is popular, so popular in fact, that it has outranked 
the former most popular program on the network, The Sopranos. The increase in 
numbers might have to do With HBO's standalone streaming service, which 
a o around the time Game of Thrones premiered Season 5 this spring. 
Alternatively, plots inc luding the d ayo p • and the unclear fate of a major POV 
character on the Wall may have enticed more people to tune in or return to the 
senes. 
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1rs clear that Game of Thrones is popular, so popular in fact, that it has outranked 
the former most popular program on the network, The Sopranos. The increase in 
numbers might have to do wrth HBO's standalone streaming service, which 
J n,;; ea around the time Game of Thrones premiered Season 5 this spnng. 

Alternatively, plots including the ""~or " s and the unclear fate of a major POV 
character on the Wall may have enticed more people to tune in or return to the 
series. 

The ratings increase for Game of Thrones has been coming for a while. In fact, the 
Season 5 finale nabbed 8.11 million total viewers-a record high for the subscription 
cable fantasy drama. And no wonder, social media was primed for the episode. 
We're about to get into a few spoilers so head out now if you somehow have 
managed to avoid information about the GOT finale thus far. A lot happened 
during the crazy episode. A short list of highlights includes Cerse1 repenting for her 
ways and having to a "uve through parts of King's Landing, stannis losing the 
ground he had accrued in the North (and probably his life) and Jon Snow getting 
betrayed, stabbed and left to die cruelly in the snow. The penultimate and a 
e ""' of Season 5 were extremely eventful and it's easy to see why more 
eyeballs were glued to the screen. 

It will still be a while before the new episodes will dominate in the schedule; Game of 
Thrones wont return to the schedule until 2016. In the meantime, here's everything 
e ric about Season 6 so far. 
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'Game of Thrones' Season 5 Premiere Sets Ratings Record, Despite Episode 
Leak 

P•ulTHsl 
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HBO \...-as no doubt displeased with the leak of press screeners for the first four episodes of Game of 
Thrones season 5 this weekend. The stan of the season was supposed to be the first big push for HBO I\ow, 
their standalone streaming service, and a hefty leak like that could have potentially spelled trouble for the 

channel's plans. 

And yet, Game of Thrones has been battling record amounts of piracy from the start, and now they\·e 
shown that no amount of iUegal downloads or illicit leaks can stop them. Once again, Game of Thrones has 

broken its own audience AOHC . -, record \\ith the season 5 premiere. 

According to Variety, the initial airing of the show was watched by 8 million \.iewers, which is up 1.16 
million (r,796) from last year's record premiere of 6.84 million. This pattern mirrors that of another cable 
genre hit, The Walking Dead, which also has consistently broken its own audience records rear after year . 

Game of Tiuones has come a. long way. The ,·ery first episode in 2011 attracted 2 .2 million viewers1 

meaning the show has almost quadrupled its audience since then. The show has expanded into a cultural 
phenomenon and shows no sign of slowing. At the current pace, it could be on track to surpass e\'en 
something like the series finale of lhe Sopranos, which drew 11.9 million viewers for HBO in 2007. 

• 
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I think the larger story here is the negligible impact that a fairly serious leak had on viewership for the 
premiere. I suppose we won't know the full e"'tent of it until all the leaked episodes ha,·e aired, but from 
the numbers we have so far, despite well over a million downloads of the leaked episodes, Thrones was 
able to shatter records regardless. 

Recommended by Forbes 
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> 

I said it on Sunday after the leak was made public, that fans were putting themselves in a poor position if 
they indulged in the unreleased episodes. Overlooking the moral argument of piracy in general, the fact of 
the matter is that if fans binge-watched the first four episodes now, they would have to wait a full month 
before any more were released. And even in this on-demand age, that's a prospect that will likely make 
many a\;d viewers uncomfortable. 

Rather, as one of the last true "event" shows on 1V, the best way to consume Game of Thrones is to watch 
weekly, and discuss each episode as it happens. There are few moments on 1V anymore that can truly 
unite an audience, but Game of Thrones is consistently full of them, with each character death seemingly 
more shocking than the last. These are moments that are best eJq>erienced collectively, if possible. 

It's going to be hard for HBO to let go of Game of Thrones. The showrunners have said the)?re pushing for 
seven seasons, HBO says they'd love to have ten (we're in five right now). Given the state of the series, 
seven seems ambitious, but I've pre\i ously speculated that ending "ith a supersized eighth season might 
be the appropriate compromise. At that point, it would already be one of the longest nmning HBO dramas 
of all time, if not the longest. 

For now, nothing can stop Game of Thrones. Day-of piracy never could, but now even big leaks seem to not 
have much of an impact. HBO is winning the war on piracy by fighting with providing better services like 
HBO Now, not because they went after random downloaders with threats and lawsuits (which they used to 
do frequently). That should be a lesson to the entire media industry, who can run themselves ragged trying 
to kill piracy, or they can simply focus on creating great content instead, which \\ill attract masses oflegal 
and illegal \iewers alike, creating one shared, engaged community in the process. 

Follow me on Twitter, like my page on Facebook, and pick up a copy of my sci-Ji novel, The Last 
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''Thy Game ef Thrones Is Even More Popular Than You Think 

0 0 0 

8 JOANNA ROBINSON 

T 
he fact that HBO's Game of Thrones is a significant part of our pop-cultural landscape is 

undeniable. Most of you can rattle off at least a few House words and some of the more 

dedicated among you have even memorized the spelling of Targaryen. But Game of Thrones 

achieved new heights this past Sunday, when it became the most-watched HBO episode since 

The Sopranos finale. That makes some of the more dismissiYe, early reviews a particular joy to read. \\l'ben 

the show premiered back in 2011, many were skeptical that the show would find a non-nerd audience. The 

New l'·ork Times sniffed, 

c;ame of Thrones sel\ .. s up a lot of confusion in the name of no larger or t1!ally relevant idea beyond sketchily 
fleshed-out notions that war is ugly, families are insidious and power is bot. If you are not a,·erse to the Dungeons 
& Dragons aesthetic, the series might be worth the effort If you are nearly anyone else, you \\ill hunger for HBO to 
get back to the business of languages for which we already ha,-. a dictionary. 

Slate piled on, saying, "'There is the sense of intricacy having been confused "ith intrigue and of a story 

transferred all too faithfully from its source and thus not transformed to meet the demands of the screen.• 

There's ''Tong, and then there's really wrong. Ga.me a/Thrones, it turns out, it not just for your friendly 



Slate piled on, saying, "There is the sense of intricacy having been confused with intrigue and of a story 

transferred all too f.iithfully from its source and thus not transformed to meet the demands of the screen.• 

There's wrong, and then there's renlly wrong. Game of Thrones, it turns out, it not just for your friendly 

neighborhood Dungeon Master. It's the kind of stol)'telling that has ensnared e\·eryone. 

The show saw a significant. 20 percent jump in viewership in Season 3 due, in large part, to the Internet's 

thunderous reaction to last year's so-called Red Wedding episode. But the demand is even higher this year, 

with a record-breaking number of viewers tuning in to see last Sunday's Season 4 premiere. According to 

The Hollywood Reporter: 

The premiere garnered 6.6 million viewers during its 9 p.m. broadcast. That's up 2.2 from last year's then-record 
4.4 million premiere-and up 900,000 from the latest record, 5.5 million, achieYed in week six of the third season. 
The episode now ranks as HBO's most watched telecast since the 2007 series finale of The Sopranos. 

So the numbers were high. Anyone stuck feverishly refreshing their crashed HBOGo on Sunday could have 

told you that. But those numbers don't even account for the real viewership: the pirates. It's old news that 

Game of Thrones has been the most illegally downloaded show for the past two years. HBO is proud of the 

fact, calling the most-pirated honor "better than an Emmy.• But, perhaps because of the HBOGo crash, 

Game of Thrones obliterated its Olm piracy records last Sunday and the Season 4 premiere is on track to 

become to most pirated episode of all time. 

The popularity of the fantasy 1V show is spilling into other mediums as well. The most recent installment 

in George RR Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire book series (the basis for Game of Thrones) which came out 

only three months after the show premiered in 2011, saw unprecedented sales. Not bad for a nation that 

doesn't read an}more. And not bad for the fantasy genre. I think it's impossible, in this post Game of 

Thrones world, for even the snobbiest critic to look down their nose at dragons and castles. 

Sure, popularity doesn't always promise quality. But it's impossible to deny that Game of Thrones has 

struck a chord that runs deep. We'w come along way since the Wall Street Journal called Game of Thrones 

"infantile" and only grudgingly admitted that "it's possible to see the basic appeal for role-players.• Turns 

out, it's a bit bigger than that. 
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Parents Are Actually Naming Their Babies After 'Game 
Of Thrones' Characters 
Q) 04'tJ8tL01501 pm ET UpdatedApOS. 2015 

2so • a • 11a 
As HBO's "Game of Thrones" skyrockets in popularity, so has the number of babies 

named after the show's characters_ The latest data from the Social Security 

Administration reveals that 241 babies were named Khaleesi - a word meaning 

"wife of the khal" that the series author George R. R. Martin invented for his "Mother 

of Dragons" character - in 2013. 

Photographer Karen Abad took pictures of her fn·end's baby dressed as different TV 

show characters - including Daenerys Targaryen aka "Khaleesi of the Great Grass 

Sea" from "Game Of Thrones.· 

0 Plenty of authors dating back to Shakespeare have invented names that caught on 

with parents,· Laura Wattenberg aka "The Baby Name Wizard " wrote in a bloo post 

about the Khaleesi phenomenon in 2013. "For instance, hundreds of American girls 

have been named Eowyn over the past decade after a Lord of the Rings character," 

she added. 

But Emilia Clarke's formidable female character is not the only baby name 

influencer from Westeros. 
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• The name Arya rose in popularity, with 1, 135 baby Aryas born in the U.S. in 2013 - up 

from 756 in 2012 end 387 in 2011 . 

• Fan favorite Tyrion Lanniser's first name also shot up from 11 American baby Tyrions in 

2010 to 20 in 2012 to 43 in 2013. 

• Khaleesi's actual name Oaenerys did not appear on any SSA birth certificates until 2012 

when there were 21 newborns with that name - and then 67 in 2013. 

• There were 5 newborns named Theon in the U.S. 2006 and then three times as many in 

2013. In England and Wales, 15 baby Theons were born in 2012, up from 4 in 2011. 

As these charts from FindTheBest show, the "Game of Thrones" effect extends 

beyond Khaleesi's rise from babv name nonexistence. (Though why anyone would 
want to name their baby after Theon Greyjoy is beyond us.) 
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THE BLOG 

Arya, Khaleesi and Tyrion: The Game of Thrones Effect 
on American Baby Naming 
(£) 0412l2015 06 0 pm ET Updated Jun 12 :0 5 

MaloryMoss 
Boatd-ceni'"led nurse praaitione1 tn p~l3b'yfmental health.; co-f"owld@f of BabyNames com 

Since George RR. Martin first published the Game of Thrones Song of Fire and Ice 

series, critics and readers alike have commented on the imaginative names used 

throughout the books. But it wasn't until Game of Thrones was aired on HBO that 

the names began to have an influence on American baby naming. In honor of the 

new season, presented below are the most surprising names to show up on the 

Social Security Administration's list of U.S. baby names, thanks to Game of 

Thrones. 

Arya. 

Arya has shown an exponential leap in popularity since the TV show first aired. In 

2010 (the year before the show aired in 2011 ), Arya was 942 in popularity in the 

United States. Each year, the popularity creeped up by 200 to 300 places, so far 

ending at the 277th most popular name in 2013. It is almost assuredly higher today, 

but the Social Security Administration is roughly two to three years behind in its 

calculations. We do know that among BabyNames.com users, lhe lists that predict 

popularity about two to three years ahead, lhe name Arya (when combined wilh 

Aria), is lhe third most popular name. Therefore, ii is our prediction thal from 2771h, 

it will jump into lhe lop 100 with the next release of statistics. Of note, in the year 

2000, there were 34 babies name Arya. This remained consistent until 2010, when 

the number of babies jumped to 273. In 2013, it skyrocketed to 1, 135 babies, a 

nearly five-fold increase. 
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Khaleesi. 

Although Khaleesi is a title in the books and TV series, it also has had an impact on 

girl baby names. Although not in the top 1,000 names, there were 241 babies 

named Khaleesi in 2013 (in contrast to 10 babies in 2010). Although Daenerys is 

the actual name of the Khaleesi character, there were only 67 babies named 

Daenerys in 2013. Unlike Arya, both Khaleesi and Daenerys were unknown to 

American baby naming prior to the release of the books and television series. 

Therefore. George R. R. Martin can be attributed as the creator of these names, 

much like Shakespeare created character names that changed the face of baby 

naming in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

Tyrion. 

Of note, the nature of the character seems to have an influence on the baby name 

usage. The popularity of the name Tyrion, arguably the number one Game of 

Thrones hero, has jumped nearly 400 percent, although the numbers are modest 

(11 American babies in 2010 vs 43 babies in 2013). In contrast, the evil characters 

of the books (including Cersei, Tywin , and Joffrey) are nowhere to be found on 

American baby name statistics. 

Jaime. 

Jaime is an interesting phenomenon as the alternate spelling Jamie has been an on 

again off again popular name throughOLrt the last fifty years. However, the spelling 

of the name used in Game of Thrones has increased considerably. He is a 

character that you hate to love, but somehow his transformation from incestuous 

child killer to man with a conscience (think his return to save Brienne from the 

bear), has coincided with the popularity of his name. In 2010, there were 85 babies 

with the name Jaime born but in 2013, that number rose to 682. 

There are several names left that have not hit significant numbers, but we at 

BabyNames.com foresee increase in name usage for these other characters from 

Game of Thrones. 

Names to increase in popularity: Snow (59 names in 2013), Stark (21 names in 

2013), Sansa (11 babies in 2013) and Theon (15 babies in 2013). 

Names to decrease in popularity: Catelyn (already on the decrease from 2010 to 

less than half in 2013 - out of sight/out of mind), Tyrell (dropped from 276 names 

in 2010 to 213 names in 2013), and Shae. There were 130 babies named Shae in 

2013, but with Shae's ultimate betrayal ofTyrion, this name is expected to dip in 

usage considerably . 

Other names we hope to see on the lists for 2014 and 2015 include Jorah and 

Brienne, two lovely names that have not yet hit their stride. I guess we will have to 

see what season five brings us, both drama and name wise! 
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The Ghost of Harrenhal 

"The Ghost of Harrenhal" is the fifth episode of the 
second season of HBO's medieval fantasy television se
ries Came of Thro11es. The episode is written by series 
co-creators David Beniofr and D.B. Weiss and directed, 
for the second time in this season, by David Petrarca. It 
premiered on A pril 29. 20 12. 

''The Ghost of Harrenhar· is how A rya Stark describes 
herself while at Harrenhal in A Clash of Ki11gs. the novel 
on which the season is based, although the phrase is not 
heard in the episode. 

1 Plot 

1.1 In the Stormlands 

King Renly Baratheon (Gethin A nthony) and Catelyn 
Stark (Michelle Fairley) negotiate an alliance in his tent 
with Brienne of Tarth (Gwendoline Christ ie) standing 
guard, when the shadow creature birthed by Melisan
dre suddenly enters and stabs Renly fatally before dis
appearing. Two of Renly's guards enter the tent and, 
taking Brienne for the murderer, attack her. She slays 
them and is convinced by Catelyn to escape with her so 
that Brienne may at least avenge Renly someday. Dur
ing their j ourney. Brienne swears allegiance to Catelyn, 
who promises not to interfere with Brienne's vengeance 
on Stannis Baratheon (Stephen Dillane). whom she be
lieves played a role in Renly's murder. 

Meanwhile, Renly's death cause confusion amongst his 
men. Ser Loras Tyrell (Finn Jones) also holds Stan
nis responsible for Renly's death and wants revenge, but 
Petyr Baelish (Aidan G illen) and Renly's widow Mar
gaery Tyrell (Natal ie Dormer) convince him that they 
must escape before Stannis' fleet arrives. As Stannis 
reaches the camp, his dead brother's bannennen swear 
fealty to him, but Davos Seaworth (Liam Cunningham) 
warns him t.o stay away from Melisandre because his men 
whisper that she is controlling him. Stannis takes Davos' 
advice not to bring Melisandre with him during his forth
coming assault on King's Landing. Stannis gives a reluc
tant Davos the command of the fleet in the corning siege 
of King's Landing. 

1.2 At King's Landing 

Tyrion Lannister (Peter Dinklage) blackmails more in
formation our of his cousin Lance! (Eugene Simon), who 

reveals that Cersei Lann ister has been stock pi I ing massive 
amounts of "wildfire," a dangerous flammable substance. 
While crossing the city with Bronn, Tyrion is unsurprised 
at hearing an agi tator rail against the incest-born king. but 
surprised and hurt to hear himself blamed for Joffrey's 
misdeeds. He visits the royal pyromancer. Wisdom Hal
lyne (Roy Dotrice), who reveals a secret cache of close 
to eight thousand pots of wildfire that Joffrey Baratheon 
intends to catapult onto Stannis' forces when they attack 
the city. Bronn (Jerome Flynn) doubts the effectiveness 
of the plan, but Tyrion decides to use it and claims the 
cache for himself . 

1.3 On the Iron Islands 

Theon Greyjoy (Alfie A llen) has been made the cap
tain of a single hip, with orders to raid fishing vil
lages on the northern coast. Before even setting sail. 
Theon·s crew openly disrespect him and abandon him on 
shore. Theon·s first mate, Dagmer Cleftjaw (Ralph Ine
son) comes to his assistance and suggests that Theon will 
need to win the respect of the men with a more impres
sive deed. When he proposes an assault on the Northern 
fort of Torrhen's Square, Theon disagrees at first, say
ing that the raid will attract the attention of Winterfell 's 
forces, but later realizes that Dagmer intends to besiege 
Torrhen's Square. leaving Winterfell poorly defended for 
his takeover. 

1.4 At Winterfell 

Bran (Isaac Hempstead-Wright) receives the news that 
Torrhen's Square i under assault, and urges Ser Rodrik 
Cassel (Ron Donachie) to raise a force to defend it. Later 
he tells Osha (Natal ia Tena) of his recent dreams wherein 
the ocean floods, destroying Winterfell and its inhabi
tants. He al o asks Osha about the " three-eyed raven•· that 
appears in his dreams, but Osha deflects his inquiries. 

1.5 Beyond the Wall 

On their trek northwards, the N ight's Watch meet up 
with the legendary ranger Qhorin Halfhand (Simon Arm
strong) at the Fist of the First Men, an ancient forti fica
tion. Qhorin warns that the wildlings have become more 
organized and dangerous under the leadership of former 
ranger Mance Rayder (the King Beyond the Wall). With 
a small party. Qhorin intends to approach and eliminate a 
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wildling watchpost.. Jon Snow (Kit. Harington) volunteers able to interact with Lord Tywin; and the characte r of 
to join Qhorin, which he is eventually a llowed to do. Xaro Xhoan Daxos has been drastically changed making 

him a heterosex ual of humble origins and giving him a 
vault that is never mentioned in the books.1 11 

1.6 Across the Narrow Sea 

Daenerys Targa1yen (Emilia Clarke) enjoys holding court 
at Qarth and watching her dragons grow. At a party given 
by her rich host Xaro Xhoan Daxos (Nonso Anozie), the 
warlock Pyat Pree (Ian Hanmore) invites Daenerys to 
visit the "House of the Undying," and the masked Quaithe 
(Laura Pradelska) warns Ser Jorah Mormon! (l ain Glen) 
of dangers t.hat face Daenerys. Late r, Xaro asks Daenerys 
for her hand in marriage in exchange for enough wealth 
and power to take King's Land ing. Jorah vehemently op
poses this, arguing that she needs to win the Iron Throne 
on her own rathe r than as a perceived foreign puppet. 
After questioning Jorah's motives, Daenerys eventually 
hears him out and agrees with him . 

1. 7 At Harrenhal 

Arya Stark (Maisie Williams) serves as cupbearer for 
Lord Tywin Lannister (Charles Dance). During a meet
ing with his lieutenants regarding the war, Tywin de
duces that she is a Northerner, but remains unaware of 
her identity. Later, Arya encounters Jaqen H'ghar (Tom 
Wlaschiha), whom she had rescued along with Rorge and 
Biter, and who is now disguised as a Lannister guards
man. Jaqen offe rs to return her past favor by offering her 
"t.hree lives" he will cla im for the Red God, as a compen
sation for the three lives she saved. Arya designates "The 
Tickler," Harrenhal's cruel interrogator, as her first vic
tim. Soon enough, he is found dead with a broken neck, 
and Jaqen signals to Arya that the fi rst debt. has been paid. 

2 Production 

2.1 Writing 

"T he Ghost of Harrenhal" is the thi rd episode of the sec
ond season written by the two showrunners David Beniofr 
and D.B. Weiss, and t.he eleventh in the whole series. The 
script is based on the chapte rs Daenerys II , Arya VII, 
Catelyn IV, Jon IV, Bran V, Catelyn V, and Jon V (28, 
3 1, 34, 35, 36, 40, and 44) from George R. R. Martin 's A 
Clash of Ki11gs. Tyrion's scenes with t.he Pyromancers and 
Cersei are taken from the chapters Tyrion V and Tyrion 
VIII (2 1 and 37).ll l 

There are numerous divergences from the source mate
ria l: in the books Lord Baelish is sent by the Counc il 
to negotiate with the Tyre lls only after Renly is dead; 
Theon's departure from Pyke is not shown, and Dagmer 
Cleftjaw is a scarred old mast.er-at-arms who is fond of 
Theon because Cleftjaw tra ined him when T heon was a 
boy; Arya is a scullion instead of a cupbearer and is not 

2.2 Casting 

The episode introduces the character of the pyromancer 
"Wisdom" Hallyne, played by the British actor Roy 
Dotrice. Dotrice is a personal friend of George R. R. 
Martin, since t.he two met while working on the 1980s hit 
TV series, Beauty and the Beast (Martin as a producer, 
and Dotrice playing "Father"). Years later, Dot.rice was 
Martin's choice to read the audiobooks of A Song of Ice 
and Fire, a work that brought Dotrice a Guinness World 
Record for the la rgest number of characters voiced in an 
audiobook.1 21 

Afte r the series was greenlighted, Martin wanted to in
volve Dotrice, suggesting Maester Aemon, Rodrik Cas
sel or Grand Maester Pycelle as possible roles.131 He was 
eventually cast as Pycelle,141 but he had to withdraw from 
the show for medical reasons and Julian Glover was cast 
t.o replace him.151 In the second season, wit.h his health 
recovered, he was given the role of Hallyne.161 

Other characters introduced in the episode are t.he Night's 
Watch ranger Qhorin Halfhand, played by Simon Arm
strong, and the mysterious Quaithe, played by the Ger
man actress Laura Pradelska. This is also the fi rs t episode 
in which Pyat Pree (briefly seen st.anding in Episode 4) 
has any lines. 

2.3 Filming locations 

The episode's interior shots were filmed at. The Paint Hall 
studios, close to Belfast., where the main sets are located . 
Also in Northern Ire land were filmed t.he scenes at. Har
renhal (in a set built near Banbridge) and Pyke (at the port 
of Ballintoy). Renly's camp was once again fi lmed on the 
country's 11011hern coast. 

Afte r having fil med the Night's Watch storyline beyond 
the Wall in Irish forests for the first four episodes of the 
season, t.he producers decided t.hat. the unexplored land 
fu rther to the north would be filmed in Iceland. Accord
ing t.o the creator George R. R. Mart in's vision of the set
ting, "the a rea closest to my Wall is densely forested( ... ). 
And then as you get further and further nort.h, it changes. 
You get into tundra and ice fields and it becomes more of 
an arctic environment. You have plains on one side and a 
very high range of mountains on the ot.her." 171 

Co-Producer Chris Newman said that until then they had 
been able to reproduce the lands north of the Wall by 
adding art ific ial snow, but now they needed a bigger land
scape. According to David Benioff, they always "wanted 
somet.hing shatteringly beautiful and barren and brutal for 
t.his part of Jon's journey, because he's in the true North 
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The cre11· 11sed t!te /ce/wulic volca110 of S11cefell>jok11/I to represent 
the rnst 11101111tai11 clwi11s of the Frost/(111gs. 

now.'· 

To represent the Frostfangs and The Fist of the First Men, 
the production fi lmed at the glacier at Smefellsjiikull , and 
also at the glacier of Svinafellsj iikull in Smyrlabjiirg and 
the hills of HiifOabrekkuheioi (near Vik) .181 

The Be11edicti11e 111011a.1·tery of Lokmm 1rns used as a Qartheen 
garden 

The other main location introduced in the episode was the 
gardens of Qarth. which were filmed at the Benedictine 
monastery of the Croat ian island of Lokrum. The aban
doned monastery was built in Gothic-Renaissance style in 
the 15th century. 

The island of L okrum is only 680 metres offshore from 
Dubrovnik, the location used for King Landing's exteri
ors, and can be reached by boat in 15 minutes. Coin
cidentally, L okrum shares with its fictional counterpart 
of Qarth having peacocks among it distinctive features: 
Lokrum is inhabited by families of peacocks that were in
troduced to the island in the 19th century by the A ustrian 
archduke M aximilian.191 

3 Reception 

3 

3.1 Ratings 

The first airing of the episode obtained 3.903 million 
viewers, which represented the series high to date, and a 
1.9 in the 18-49 demographic. The encore airing brought 
an additional 0.8 million for a total of 4.7 million.1101 

3.2 Critical reception 

·The Ghost of Harrenhal .. received generally positive re
views: James Hibberd from Entertainment Week ly found 
it '·one of the strongest season two episodes yet,"i 111 Jace 
Lacob from Televisionary considered it '·sensational,"i 121 
and M att Richental from TV fanatic called it "an
other enjoyable, complex, involved Game of Thrones 
episode:·1 i 31 IGN 's M att Fowler gave the episode an 8.5 
out of I 0,1141 and at The A .V . Club David Sims an A - .1 151 
and Todd VanDerWerff rated it B+i 161 

" A central challenge of Game of Thrones is that it pre
sented most of its central cast together, then scattered 
them to (more or less. as of now) a half-dozen differ
ent locations. Generally the series has done a remark
able j ob, even a it rushes through a lot of story. of mak
ing their thread feel connected. even when they' re not 
in each other's presence. Jon Snow and his men in black 
have felt like the most disconnected from the rest of the 
sto1y this season: they're playing the show's long game. 
the existential threat of the White Walkers. ( ... ) A s rich 
as their story is in mystery and mythology- this week we 
get some information about the 'First M en' who colonized 
Westerns thousands of years ago-it can feel li ke watching 
a separate show w ithin a show." 

- James Poniewozik (T ime)l 171 

One of VanDerWerff's criticisms of the episode is that 
it was too cluttered for him, treating important moments 
such as Renly's death in a matter of moments and mov
ing away fast to the next thing.I 161 In his opinion this was 
because this wa the first episode of the season to incor
porate all the locations instead of omitting one or two. 
Elio Garcia of We teros.org shared this view, saying that 
while many individual scenes were very good he missed a 
strong narrative thread connecting the multiple sto1y lines. 

Renly's death received many criticisms: David Sims 
wrote that Renly's death "came out of nowhere,'' i 151 Todd 
Vanderwerff found it too rushed, and Elio Garcia said 
that due to director David Petrarca's mediocre direction 
choices. the effect of what should have been one of the 
most shocking scenes of the season was ruined. Garcia 
extended his harsh criticism to the scene depicting the 
aftermath of Renly' death and specially the decision to 
portray Loras· reaction to the murder of his lover with a 
contained grief instead of the book's homicidal rage. 

On the other hand. the exchange between A rya and Ty
win was unanimously praised. both in terms of acting 
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and direction.111 111211151 Writing for The Huffingron Post, 

Maureen Ryan commended Ma isie Williams for being 
able to hold her own in a scene with the charismatic 
Charles Dance.1181 Another scene that was usually high
lighted was Brienne's pledge of fealty to Catelyn Stark. 
Lacob described Christie's act ing superlative, rendering 
a tragic air to Brienne ,1 121 while YanDerWerff noted how 
Fairley's subtle performance with just a hint of tears and 
wavering voice made the scene almost a pe1iect one.1161 

Othe r aspects that were pra ised by the reviewers were the 
production choice of fi lming in Iceland clue to the mag
nificence and beauty of the shots, and good work done 
by the CG! team in making the dragon look like a real 
animaI.1 181 Also, the reviewer Myles McNutt who coined 
the term "sexposition" to describe the use of sex in the 
show, noted that this was the fi rst episode that clicl not 
feature nudity.1 191 

In his ranking of the episodes of the se ries, Adam B. Vary 
of BuzzFeecl critic ized the episode , placing it at number 
47 and c iting "tedious set.up" for his reasoning.1201 Patrick 
Koch of WhatCulture was less crit ical, though he con
ceded that "the episode is pretty bare in terms of plot 
clevelopments."1211 

3.3 Awards and nominations 
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Dark Wings, Dark Words 

"Dark Wings, Dark Words" is the second episode of 
the third season of HBO's fantasy television series Came 
of Thrones, and the 22nd episode of the series. Written 
by Vanessa Taylor, and directed by Daniel Minahan, it 
aired on April 7, 20 J 3.1 1 1 

The title is an in-universe old saying about messenger
ravens, referring to the fact that such urgently delivered 
messages are often bad news. In the episode, Robb Stark 
receives news of the death of Hoster Tully as well as the 
sack of Winterfell and the disappearances of Bran and 
Rickon . 

1 Plot 

1.1 In King's Landing 

Sansa Stark (Sophie Turner) is invited to lunch by Lady 
Margaery Tyrell (Natalie Dormer) and her grandmother 
Lady Olenna (Diana Rigg). While there, Sansa is asked 
to tell them about King Joffrey Baratheon (Jack Glee
son), and whether he will be a good husband to Margaery. 
Sansa is reluctant to speak the truth about him, but she is 
eventually persuaded to tell them of his cruelty. 

While being fitted for his wedding clothes, King Joffrey 
discusses his bride-to-be with his mother, Queen Cersei 
Lannister (Lena Heacley). Afterward, he invites Mar
gaery to his chamber to discuss his upcoming hunt. He 
grows impatient with her answers to his questions regard
ing her last husband, Renly Baratheon, and whether they 
consummated the ir marriage. Margaery informs him that 
they did not, and under further questioning she explains 
that Renly did not appreciate the "company of women". 
The conversation turns to J offrey's new crossbow; Mar
gaery displays her political apt itude by feigning interest, 
and Joft'rey tells Margaery that he would enjoy watching 
her kill something with it. 

Tyrion Lannister (Peter Dinklage) returns to his chamber 
to find Shae (Sibel Kekilli) waiting for him. He warns he r 
of his father's promise to him regarding his whoring, but 

1.2 Beyond the Wall 

Mance Raycler (Ciaran Hinds) continues to be d istrust
ful of Jon Snow (Kit Harington), speaking to him while 
marching toward the wall. Along with Tormund Giants
bane (Kristofer Hivju) and Ygritte (Rose Leslie), they 
stop briefly to speak with Orell (Mackenzie Crook). Orell 
is revealed to be a warg, one who is capable of seeing 
through the eyes of animals. He awakens from his trance 
to tell Mance that he has seen the Fist of the Firs t Men 
and the aftermath of the battle which took place there. 

While marching back to the Wall , Samwell Tarly (John 
Bradley) falls from exhaustion. He is aided by Grenn 
(Mark Stanley) and Edel (Ben Crompton), before Lord 
Commander Jeor Mormont (James Cosmo) orders Rast 
(Luke Barnes) to ensure Sam reaches the Wall alive. 

1.3 In the North 

While heading toward the Wall , Bran Stark (Isaac 
Hempstead-Wright) has a dream where he is trying to 
shoot the three-eyed crow, but is confronted by a boy who 
explains that it is impossible, as Bran is the crow. When 
he awakens, Bran, Hodor (Kristian Nairn), Osha (Natalia 
Tena) and Rickon (Art Parkinson) continue their northe rn 
march. Later, while Hodor and Rickon are away, Osha 
suspects someone is following them and leaves to investi 
gate. Bran is then confronted by the boy from his dream, 
who reveals that he is Jojen Reed (Thomas Brodie Sang
ster), and a seer like Bran. He is accompanied by his 
sister, Meera (Ellie Kendrick). Jojen says that he too had 
the dream, and that they have been searching for Bran, 
believing he will play a critical role in the future. 

1.4 In an unknown location 

Theon Grey joy (Alfie Allen) has been taken captive by a 
group of men and is being tortured for information. De
spite Theon answering all questions truthfully, they con
tinue the torture. After they leave, a boy (!wan Rheon), 
who claims to have been sent by Theon's sister Yara 
G rey joy, promises to aid him once the soldie rs are sleep
ing. 

she is undaunted. She warns him that Lord Baelish has 1.5 In the Riverlands 
taken an interest in Sansa Stark, to which he replies that, 
now that she is no longer Joffrey's future queen, many King-in-the-North Robb Sta rk (Richard Madden) re
men will take interest in her. ceives two lette rs, one informing him of the death of his 
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grandfather, Lord Hoster Tully, and the other bearing the 
news that his home, Winterfell , has been put to the torch 
by the Iron Islanders. Furthermore, Bran and Rickon 
were not found among the ruins of Winte1fell. He in
forms his mother, Lady Catelyn (Michelle Fairley) of this 
news, and they depart for Riverrun, her childhood home, 
for her father's funeral. While on the road, Lord Rickard 
Karstark (John Stahl) voices his displeasure with the fu
neral distraction. Later, Catelyn discusses her children 
with Queen Talisa (Oona Chaplin), recalling how she had 
prayed for Jon to die when he was first brought to Win
te rfell. After Jon fe ll gravely ill , Catelyn prayed that she 
would Jove Jon if he recovered, but fai led to make good 
on her promise after Jon's recovery. She admits that she 
feels responsible for what is happening to all of them. 

Traveling north, Arya Stark (Maisie Williams), Gendry 
(Joe Dempsie), and Hot Pie (Ben Hawkey) are discov
ered by a small party Jed by Thoros of Myr (Paul Kaye), 
who suspects them of having escaped Harrenhal. He tells 
them that he and his men fight for the Brotherhood with
out Banners , and takes them to an inn to eat. Once fin
ished, Arya, Gend1y, and Hot Pie are leaving when an
other group of Brotherhood soldiers enter with a captive 
Sandor 'T he Hound" Clegane (Ro1y McCann), who rec
ognizes Arya and reveals her true identity to Thoros and 
his men. 

Brienne of Tarth (Gwendoline Christie) continues to 
transport Ser Jaime Lanniste r (Nikolaj Coster-Waldau) 
to King's Landing, hoping to trade him for Sansa and 
Arya. While travelling, they encounter a fa rmer who 
warns them of the danger in travelling the Kingsroad. 
Jaime warns Brienne that the fa rmer might give their pres
ence away and must be killed, but Brienne refuses. Late r 
when they are travelling across a bridge, Jaime seizes an 
opportunity to take one of Brienne's swords, but in the en
suing fight she ga ins the upper hand . Before their fight can 
be concluded, they are taken captive by Locke (Noah Tay
lor), a bannerman of Lord Roose Bolton (M ichael McEl
hatton), aided by the farmer, who had recognized Jaime. 

2 Production 

2.1 Writing 

"Dark Wings, Dark Words" was written by co-wri ter 
Vanessa Taylor, who previously had written the episodes 
"Garden of Bones" and "The Old Gods and the New" 
for Season Two. This episode adapts the following chap
te rs for George R.R. Martin's A Storm of S words: Bran I, 
Sansa I, Jon II , A1ya 1,11 and V and Jaime II and 111 .1 21 

2.2 Casting 

With this episode, Joe Dempsie (Gendry) is promoted 
to series regular, after guest starring in the first and sec-

5 EXTERNAL LINKS 

ond season. This episode also marks the fi rst appear
ances of Diana Rigg (as Lady Olenna Tyrell), Mackenzie 
Crook (as Orell), Paul Kaye (as Thoros of Myr), Thomas 
Brodie Sangster (as Jojen Reed), Ellie Kendrick (as 
Meera Reed), Philip McGinley (as Anguy), Noah Taylor 
(as Locke), and [wan Rheon (as the cleaning boy attend
ing Theon). 

3 Reception 

3.1 Ratings 

"Dark Wings, Dark Words'"s firs t airing was seen by 4 .27 

million viewers. Taking into account the viewers of the 
later repeat, the figures rose to 5.54 million.131 

3.2 Critical reception 

IGN's Matt Fowler gave the episode an 8.5/ I 0, writing 
"Not many big moments in this week's Game of Thrones, 
but a Jot of new characters came into play."141 David S ims, 
reviewing for The A.Y . Club, rated the episode with a 
B+ for newbies .1 51 Todd YanDerWerff, rating for experts, 
also gave the episode a B+.161 
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Game of Thrones - Season 3, EpJsode 5 - Kissed by Fire 

D Posted by CultureCast-Z on Ail<' 29, 2013 Q !Comment 

Last week's Game of Thrones had an absolutely stunning coodusion, so I was bound to be a bit disappointed by this 

week's episode. seeing the Unsullied lay waste to Astapor is kind of a hard act to follow for anyone, however, so rm 

willing to ~t that go. We did oet several great scenes and character moments too~ht, and at least one well

choreographed fi<lht. But episode five, on the whole, felt like just a bit too much of a bore. We're halfway thrOUQh the 

season, txiwever, and there is still some great stuff on the horizon. The assault on the Wall has to be coming soon at 

least, and maybe with it we11 finally get some more info on Mance Rayder. Likewise, we get some forward momentum 

from stannis, but I still want to know what exactly the guy is planning. 

The war is not go1ng so well for the King of the North. 

I think the big problem this season is that Robb stark's campai!)n against the L.annister family has gone completely 

nowhere and become predictabJe, not very interesting, and hard to watch. Robb was hungry and vicious in the first 

two seasons, and seeing everything crumble around him in slow motion is kind of depressing. In tonight's episode, 

Lord Korstark (who is distantly related to Robb and alsc one of his sworn bannermen) executes two young L.annister 

relatives in cold blood (we're talking twelve year olds here). As punishment, Robb sentences the vengeful Korstark to 

death, along with the men who participated in this elicit raid. Lady stark and a few others protest, saying Robb soould 

hold Korstark oostage and use him as a bargaining chip for the men instead. But Robb, woo has learned this rigid code 

of honor from his father, executes Korstark anyway, and haW of his bannermen desert the cause. 

The ghost of Ned stark looms large througtx>ut the entire episode, actually. Jaime and Brienne, now held captive in 

castle Harrenhal, have a long and character-defining conversation about Jaime's reputation. Jaime has k>nQ been 

known as the "kingslayer; a name many have used to mock him for his "lack of honor.· Jaime truly did assassinate 

the mad king in the older days, but only because the king had planned to destroy the entire dty of King's Landing, with 

all the men, women, and children still inside. Jaime sees his actions as the right and tx>norable thing to do, but Ned 

Stark, woo was first on the scene, immediately judges Jaime as dishonorable and disreputable. The two men hated 

each other after that, and Jaime's legacy of the kingslayer was born. Brienne recoils in horror at the story, but finally 

comes to an understanding that Jaime did what he needed to do. Both actors get some great work in during this 

scene. It is fantastic tx>w well the stx>w has humaniZed Jaime, a character I've long hated. 

Elsewhere near the Riverlands, Arya Stark watches as Beric and Thoms of Myr sentence Clegane (the "Hound") to trial 

by combat The Hound kills Beric, and Thoros is able to resurrect his friend using the magic of invoking the Lord of 
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Elsewhere near the Riverlands, Aiya Stari< watches as Beric and Thoros of Myr sentence OeQane (the "Hound) to trial 

by combat. The fiound kills Beric, and Thoros is able to resurrect his friend usinQ the magtC of invokinQ the Lord of 

Li!lht. It's a cool scene, and has a pretty great swordfight and some ooocl character wori< from OeQane, but I'm not 

sure how it fits in. We do learn that the Men Without Banners plan on ransomino Arya stark to her brother for moch 

needed oold. When that happens, however, is anyone's guess. Across the narrow sea, we oet some great insight into 

Daeneiys Stoonbom's Unsullied Army, but not much more than that. Barristan and Jorah aroue back and forth and 

share tales of their time in service to Robert Baratheon, and it's clear that Barristan will soon reveal Jorah's bio secret. 
But again, this coold happen next week or it coold happen in episode ten. 

All in all, it wasn1 a bad episode of Game of Thrones, but It did lack a signature scene or action set piece. Jaime and 

Brienne at Harrenhal was good stuff, as was Tywin's conversation with Tyrion and cerset, where he informs them that 

they will be marrying sansa Stark and Loras Tyrell. However, the ending didn't hold as much gravitas as last week's 

episode. The show has five episodes left to tell this story, so I know we're oetting somewhere. I just hope we get 

some ooocl forward prooress next week. 
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The Rains of Castamere 

For the song, see Music of Game of Thrones. 

"The Rains of Castamere" is the ninth episode of the 
third season of HBO's fantasy television series Came of 
Thro11es, and the 29th episode of the series. The episode 
was written by executive producers David Benioff and D. 
B. Weiss, and d irected by David Nutte r. It aired on June 
2, 20 13. 

The episode is centered on the wedding of Eclmure T ully 
and Roslin Frey, one of the most memorable events of 
the book series, commonly named "The Reel Weclcl ing." 
Other storylines include Bran Stark's group having to sep
arate , Jon Snow's loyalties being tested, and Daenerys 
plotting her invasion of the c ity of Yunkai. 

This episode earned David Benioff and D.B. Weiss a 
Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Writing for a 
Drama Series nomination. l31 

1 Plot 

1.1 In the North 

Tormuncl to hold her clown and prevent her from getting 
killed, while he battles with Orel!. Bran enters the mind 
of Summer, his cl irewolf, and aids Jon. Jon kills O rel! 
while the wolves hold off the other wilcllings, and is then 
able to steal a horse and escape, leaving Ygritte and head
ing back to the Wall. At night, Bran asks Osha (Natalia 
Tena) to take Rickon (Art Parkinson) to Last Hearth, the 
home of the Umber fa mily, and they depart shortly after. 

1.2 Across the Narrow Sea 

Planning their invasion of Yunkai, Daario (Eel Skrein) 
tells Daenerys (Emilia Clarke) and her knights about a 
rear gate to the c ity, through which they can sneak in and 
open the main gate for her a rmy. Ser Jorah (lain Glen) is 
suspicious of Daario and his plan, but comes a round when 
Daenerys seeks Grey Worm's (Jacob Anderson) opinion. 
When night fa lls, Daario, Jorah, and Grey Worm arrive 
at the gate. Daario enters ahead of them, posing as a still 
loyal Second Son commander. Shortly after being let in
side the city, he signals Jorah and Grey Worm to follow 
him. Soon, they are ambushed by a group of Yunkai's 
slave sold iers, and though largely outnumbered, manage 
to kill them and accomplish the mission. The group re-
turns to Daenerys, and tells her that she is now in control 

North of the Wall, Sam (John Bradley) and G illy (Hannah of the c ity. 
Murray) continue their march south. Sam tells G illy he 
plans for them to cross the Wall using the entrance at the 
Nightfort, an abandoned castle a long the Wall. 1.3 At the Twins 

South of the Wall, Bran (Isaac Hempstead-Wright) and 
his group t.ake shelter in an abandoned mill. Nearby, 
Jon (K it Harington) and the wilcl ling party raid an elderly 
horse breeder's home, taking his horses and gold while 
the old man flees. While in the mill , Bran and Jojen 
Reed (Thomas Brodie Sangster) discuss how they plan 
to cross the Wall, before Meera (Ellie Kendrick) spots 
the old horse breeder riding nearby. After the old man 
is captured by the wilcllings, Hodor (Kristian Nairn)
scarecl by the thunder- begins yelling, which threatens 
to give away their location to the wilcl lings. Bran uses his 
warg abil ities to ente r Hoclor's mind and knocks him out. 

Outside, Tormuncl (Kristofer Hivju) moves to kill the old 
man, but Orel! (Mackenzie Crook) tells him to have Jon 
do it instead to prove his loyalty. Jon is ultimately unable 
to ki ll the innocent man, and instead Ygritte (Rose Leslie) 
kills the man with an arrow. Realizing where Jon's loy
alties lie, Tormuncl orders his men to ki ll him, but Jon 
manages to defeat them. As Ygritte moves to defend 
him, Jon deliberately knocks he r to the ground, allowing 

Tlte dagger 1vit!t 1vltic/1 Roose Bolton kills Robb Stark, and tl1e 

knife with wl1ic/1 Cntely11 Stark kills Walder Frer's 1vif e. 

At camp, Catelyn (Michelle Fairley) counsels her son 
Robb (Richard Maclclen), the King in the North, about his 
planned alliance with Lord Walder Frey (David Bradley) 
and his planned assaul t on easterly Rock, the homeland 
of the Lannisters. T he Stark host soon arrives at the 
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Twins, castle homeland of the Freys, where they are given 
bread and salt, a symbol of the "guest right": a guarantee 
of safety when under another lord's roof. Robb makes an 
apology to both the sarcastic Walder Frey and his daugh
te rs. Walder accepts the apology but insists on inspecting 
Talisa (Oona Chaplin), the woman for whom Robb broke 
his vow. Nearby, Arya (Maisie Williams), though still a 
captive of Sandor Clegane (Rory McCann), journeys to 
the Twins to reunite with her mother and brother. When 
they come upon a trader and his cart, Clegane knocks him 
out and moves to kill him, but Arya manages to dissuade 
him, and he instead steals the ca11 of food . 

At night, Walder walks his daughter Roslin (Alexandra 
Dowling) down the a isle to her future husband Edmure 
Tully (Tobias Menzies), who is pleasantly surprised by 
her beauty. They are married sho11ly after, and the cele
bration begins. At the feast, Walder calls for the bedding 
ceremony, and the couple are taken to their chamber. Af
te r they leave, Lothar Frey (Tom Brooke) c loses the ban
quet hall doors, and the Frey bards begin playing "The 
Rains of Castamere," a Lannister cautionary song, both 
of which arouse Catelyn's suspicions. Using the food cart 
as their reason for be ing at the Twins, the Hound and Arya 
arrive at the wedding. They are turned away at the gates, 
but Arya sneaks in. 

Catelyn notices Roose Bolton (Michael McElhatton) 
wearing chainmail under his robes which confirms Cate
lyn's suspicions that they have been betrayed. Just as 
Walder signals his men to attack the Starks' men, Catelyn 
tries to warn Robb, but before he can react, Lothar repeat
edly stabs Talisa in the womb, killing her. As he tries to 
draw his sword, Robb is shot by crossbows, and the mas
sacre of his banner-men begins. Arya, having sneaked 
past the gate, witnesses Frey men kill Stark soldiers and 
Robb's di rewolf , Grey Wind. She is saved by the Hound, 
who knocks her unconscious and carries her out of the 
castle. Cate lyn, although wounded by a c rossbow bolt, 
holds Walder's young wife, Joyeuse (Kelly Long), hostage 
with a knife and demands that Robb be allowed to leave. 
Walder refuses, and Roose Bolton stabs Robb in the 
heart, delivering Jaime's message from Harrenhal, "The 
Lannisters send their regards." Catelyn screams and kills 
Joyeuse in retaliation, before Frey's son Black Walder 
(Tim Plester) cuts Catelyn's throat.. 

2 Production 

2.1 Writing 

"The Rains of Castamere" was written by executive pro
ducers David Benioff and D. B. Weiss, based on George 
R. R. Mat1in's original work from his novel A Srorm of 
Swords. The episode adapts content from chapters 4 1 to 
43 and 50 to 53 (Bran Ill , Jon V, Daenerys IV, Catelyn 
YI, Arya X, Catelyn VII, and Arya Xl).141 

2 PRODUCTION 

The episode includes one of the most important plot turns 
of the series: the betrayal and assassinat ion of the Stark 
forces during a marriage ceremony in what came to be 
known as the "Reel Wedding". The event culminates in 
Roose Bolton delivering Jaime Lannister's message from 
"The Bear and the Maiden Fair", before killing Robb. 
This tragic turn of events had a profound impact on Be
nioff and Weiss in their first read of the novels and it was 
the scene that convinced them to attempt to obtain the 
rights for a television series.151 

Tile Red Wedding 1vas in.IJJired by rile Black Dinner rhcll rook 

place in 1440 al Edinburg!t Casile. 

George R. R. Mart.in conceived The Re el Wedding during 
the earliest stages of the planning of his saga, when he was 
envisioning a trilogy wi th The Red Wedding as one of the 
climactic events at the encl of the first of the three books. 
Martin was inspired by a couple of events in Scottish his
tory. One of them was the 15th century historical event 
known as the "Black Dinner", where the Scottish king 
invited the chieftains of the powerful Clan Douglas to 
a feast at Edinburgh Castle.1 61 A black bull's head, the 
symbol of death, was served as the last course of the d in
ner while a single drum was playing in the background, 
and the Douglases were murclered.161 Another event from 
which the author drew inspiration was the 1692 Massacre 
of Glencoe, where Clan MacDonald hosted the Campbell 
Clan who killed thirty-eight of their hosts overnight.161 

Martin has said The Reel Wedding was the hardest thing 
he has ever written. He expla ined that he always tries 
to put himself in the skin of his characters when writing 
from their perspective, and develops bonds with them. He 
even felt attached to the minor characters killed during the 
massacre. It was so painful for him that he skipped the 
chapter and continued writing, and only when the rest of 
the book was finished, he "forced himself" to come back 
to the dreaded scene.171 In 20 12, at ComicCon he even 
joked that "he will visit a country with no television when 
the episode goes on air". 

Martin also said he ki lled off Robb because he believed 
the audience would assume that the story was about Neel 
Stark's he ir avenging his death and wished to keep them 
guessing.161 He later suggested Talisa - whose counte r-
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part Jeyne Westerling was not killed in the books - died 3.3 Viewer reception 
so Robb's heir could not avenge hi death .181 

2.2 Casting 

Will Champion, the drummer and back ing vocalist of the 
band Coldplay, has a cameo appearance as one of the mu
sicians who play at the wedding. 

3 Reception 

3.1 Ratings 

"T he Rains of Castamere" premiered to 5.22 million 
viewers and received a 2.8 ratings in adults 18-49. The 
second airing was viewed by 1.08 mi llion people, bring
ing total viewership for the night to 6.30 million.191 

3.2 Critical reception 

The episode was widely praised by critics and cited as one 
of the best of the series. The majority of the comments 
were directed at the massacre at the encl of the episode, 
where praise was especial ly given to M ichelle Fairley's 
performance. leading to the disappointment of many crit
ics when she was not nominated for the Primetime Emmy 
Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama 
Series for the 65th Primetime Emmy Awarcls.11o1 IGN's 
Matt Fowler gave the epi ode a perfect I 0/ I 0, calling it 
" ... an exquisitely awful event that managed to out-do the 
unpredictable and horrifying death of Ned Stark back 
in Season l."111 1 Fowler also said he believed that the 
episode's depiction of the Red Wedding was more pow
e1ful than its depiction in A Song of Ice and Fire.121 

Writing for The A. V. Club. both David Sims and Todd 
VanDerWerff gave the episode an "A .. grade. Sims (writ
ing for people who have not read the novels) expressed 
shock at the deaths of several main characters, writing, " I 
don't think I've really processed what I just watched''.1121 
VanDerWerff. who reviews the episodes for people who 
have read the novels, wrote " If [the reader] doesn't ter
ribly want to deal with the thought of the deaths of 
Catelyn and Robb, well , he or she can read that much 
more quickly. Or he or she can read that much more 
slowly if there's a need to process the emotions more 
fu lly. On TV, you can't really do that."1131 Reviewing 
for Forbes, Erik Kain called the episode "one of the best 
episodes of HBO's dark drama yer ·. and noted " there was 
a deeper sense of tragedy knowing [Robb] also lost his 
unborn chilcl."1 1-11 Sean Collins of the Rolling Stone also 
praised the episode. and commented on the unusual step 
the show took in ending one of its central confticts.1 151 
Sarah Hughes of The Guardian highlighted the decision 
to k ill Talisa, writing that her "heartbreaking end was 
unbearable."1 161 

The episode was also notable for the intense and emo
tional response it pulled from viewers, many of whom 
were umiware of what was about to transpire and had 
their reactions fi lmed by people who had read the book 
on which it was based. This led to George R. R. Mar
tin giving hi personal analysis of the reactions, which he 
stated were on par with the responses he received from 
readers of A Srorm of Swords.1611 1711181 

3.4 Accolades 

This episode received a nomination for the Primetime 
Emmy Award for Out randing Writing for a Drama Se
ries for the 65th Primetime Emmy Awards. It also won 
the 20 14 Hugo Award for Best Dramatic Presentation, 
Short Form. 

3.5 Awards and nominations 
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Mhysa 

"Mhysa" is the third season finale of the American 
medieval epic fantasy television series Came of Thro11es, 
and its 30th episode overall. Written by executive pro
ducers David Benioff and D. B. Weiss, and directed by 
David Nutter, it originally aired on June 9, 20 13 on HBO 
in the United States.151 

The episode revolves on the aftermath of the events in
stigated by "T he Red Wedding": House Frey receives 
the Seat of Riverrun, Roose Bolton is appointed the new 
"Warden of the North", resulting in a victory to House 
Lannister while House Greyjoy begins a new military 
campaign. In the North, Maester Aemon sends out ravens 
to a le rt the whole of Westerns about the arrival of the 
White Walkers. And across the na rrow sea, the freed 
slaves of Yunkai ha il Daenerys as their "mhysa", the fic
tional Ghiscari language's word for "mother''.161 

According to Nielsen Media Research, "Mhysa" was seen 
by 5.4 million household viewers in the United States, 
a twenty-eight pe rcent increase compared to the second 
season finale, "Valar Morghulis". After its broadcast, 
the episode received generally positive reviews from tele
vision critics, with some of them addressing its anti
climactic closure of the series' third season, and its es
tablishment of potential storylines for the fou1th season, 
such as through the final scene's "gt immer of hope''. The 
episode received a nomination for a Primetime Emmy 
Award for Outstanding Cinematography for a Single
Camera Series at the 65th Primetime Creative Arts 
Em my Awards.l71 

1 Plot 

1.1 In King's Landing 

The icy relat ionship between newly married Tyrion (Pete r 
Dinklage) and Sansa (Sophie Turner) is thawing slightly, 
as they bante r about their shared status as outcasts. At 
a Small Council meeting, Tyrion learns of the deaths of 
Robb and Catelyn Stark during the Red Wedding. King 
Joffrey (Jack Gleeson) orders Robb's head brought to 
King's Landing, planning to gift it to Sansa, the prospect 
of which makes Tyrion threaten Joffrey. Joffrey angri ly 
threatens Tyrion in return, and insults Tywin (Charles 
Dance) when he reprimands him. Tywin, showing Jof
frey he does not fear him, orders he be taken to his room 
and sedated. Tywin and Tyrion later discuss the mur
der at the Twins, and the appointment of Roose Bolton 
(Michael McElhatton) as the Warden of the North, until 

the son of Tyrion and Sansa is of age. Tywin dismisses 
Tyrion's warning that the northerners will neither forget 
nor forgive the role the Lannisters played in the Red Wed
ding. Tywin then chastises Tyrion for not having impreg
nated Sansa. Tyrion finds Sansa in his bedroom, staring 
forlornly out the window with a tear-stained face, reveal
ing she has already received the grim news. 

Elsewhere, Lord Varys (Conle th Hill) and Shae (S ibel 
Kekilli) discuss their shared eastern heritage, T yrion's 
marriage to Sansa, and its effect on Shae. Varys gives 
Shae a bag of diamonds in the hopes that she will sail 
for Essos and make a new life for herself, freeing Tyrion 
from danger and allowing him to focus on making the 
capital a better place, but Shae refuses the offer and be
lieves Varys was sent by Tyrion. At night, Queen Cersei 
(Lena Headey) visits Tyrion and tells him to give Sansa 
a child, as it wi ll make Sansa happy as it did for Cersei 
when Joffrey was born. 

Jaime (Nikolaj Coster-Waldau), Brienne (Gwendoline 
Christie), and Qyburn (Anton Lesser) arrive in King's 
Landing, and Jaime immediately goes to see Cersei. 

1.2 At the Twins 

Shortly after the murder of their king, the Joyal Stark ban
nermen fight a losing battle with the Freys outside the 
walls of the Twins. "The Hound" Sandor Clegane (Rory 
McCann) and Arya (Maisie Williams) are horrified to 
witness several Frey soldiers parade Robb's decapitated 
corpse around the entrance to the keep with the head of 
Robb's wolf, Grey Wind, attached to it. Later, Arya and 
the Hound come upon four Frey men d iscussing the mur
der of the Starks. Arya slips off the horse and brutally 
kills one of the soldiers who claimed to have desecrated 
Robb's body. Before his allies can aid him, the Hound 
steps in and easily ki lls them. 

The morn ing after the wedding, Walder Frey (David 
Bradley) and Roose Bolton discuss the previous night's 
events, the escape of the "Blackfish" Brynden Tully, and 
their new positions as Lord of Riverrun and Warden of 
the North, respectively. When Walder asks Bolt.on what 
happened during the fa ll of Winterfell , Bolton explains 
that he sent his bastard son, Ramsay Snow (lwan Rheon) 
to take the castle back from the Grey joys. Robb's plan 
to offer the Ironborn safe passage in exchange for surren
dering Theon worked, but Ramsay flayed and ki lled the 
surrendering lronbom despite Robb intending the offe r 
be made in good fa ith. 
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1.3 In the North 

Bran (Isaac Hempstead-Wright), Meera Reed (Ellie 
Kendrick) and Jojen (Thomas Brodie-Sangster) arrive at 
the abandoned Nightfort. Later, Bran is awakened by a 
sound, and wakes his companions. They meet Samwell 
Ta rly (John Bradley) and Gilly (Hannah Murray); Sam 
deduces Bran's identity, seeing his direwolf. Bran asks 
Sam to take them north of the Wall , and though Sam 
protests the idea, he eventually takes them through the 
passage. Before they separate, Sam gives the group the 
rest of his dragonglass supply, and te lls them that it has 
the power to ki ll White Walkers. Sam and Gilly late r 
arrive at Castle Black, where they present themselves to 
Maeste r Aemon, (Peter Vaughan) who recognizes them 
as refugees. Aemon perm its them to stay, and on hearing 
their recount of events, orders all the ravens be sent with 
messages warning the return of the White Walkers. 

Riding back to the Wall, Jon (Kit Harington) stops to 
wash his wounds when he hears Ygritte (Rose Leslie) 
draw her bow. Jon tries to talk her out of shooting him, 
but when he turns to leave, she fires three arrows into 
him, but he manages to escape. Jon later arrives at Castle 
Black, hav ing passed out from his wounds. The Night's 
Watch brothers take him in, where Sam and Pyp (Josef 
Altin) discover his identity, and order he be cared for. 

At the Dreadfort, Ramsay Snow, the true identity of the 
myste rious boy, taunts Theon (Alfie Allen) about his cas
tration. When T heon begs Ramsay to ki ll him and end 
his suffering, Ramsay simply replies that he is more valu
able alive, before giving him the nickname "Reek", and 
beating him unti l he acknowledges his new name. 

1.4 On the Iron Islands 

Lord Balon Grey joy (Patrick Malahide) reads a letter sent 
from Ramsay Snow, crudely detailing his demands to 
have the lronborn soldiers withdraw from the region of 
the North under his control, threatening to flay the sol
d iers if they do not comply. Ramsay also sends a box 
conlaining Theon's severed penis, adding that he could 
fu1ther dismember Balon's son. To the protests of his 
daughter Yara (Gemma Whelan), Balon plans to refuse 
the offer and allow T heon's torture to continue. Yara dis-
obeys her fa ther's decision and takes 50 of the I ronborn's 
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Stannis (Stephen Dillane) and Melisandre (Carice van 
Houten). Stannis informs Davos of Robb Stark's death, 
which he attributes to Melisandre's ritua listic burning of 
the leeches. Melisandre plans to burn Gendry as a sacri
fice to the Lord of Light, and although Davos tries to get 
Stannis to spare Gend1y, Stannis orders him to be sacri
ficed. At night, Davos frees Gendry from the dungeons 
and gives him a boat to escape Dragonstone. 

Afte rward, Stannis and Melisandre ask Davos if he freed 
Gendry, which he does not deny. Stannis orders Davos 
to be executed, but Davos tells Stannis that he will need 
his assistance. When Stannis asks why he would need 
Davos' help, Davos shows him the letter sent from the 
Wall. Melisandre burns the letter, and in the fire sees the 
war coming in the North. She tells Stannis that only he 
can save the North, and he will need Davos's help to do 
so, thus preventing his execution. 

1.6 Across the Narrow Sea 

Outside Yunkai, Daenerys (Emilia Clarke), her advisors, 
and her Unsullied army stand ready to greet the slaves 
of the city and free them. When they arrive, Missandei 
(Nathalie Emmanuel) tells them that Daene1ys has freed 
them, but Daenerys tells the slaves that only they can take 
their freedom back. The crowd begins to chant "mhysa", 
which Missandei tells Daene1ys is Ghiscari for "mother." 
Daenerys passes her army to walk amongst the freed 
slaves, who lift her to their shoulders. Daenerys smiles 
and looks up into the sky as her dragons fly free ly. 

2 Production 

2.1 Writing 

"Mhysa" was written by executive producers David Be
nioff and D. B. Weiss, based on George R. R. Martin's 
original work from his novel A Srorm of Swords. Chap
ters adapted from A Srorm of Swords to the episode were 
chapters 43, 49, 53 to 55, 57, 63, and 64 (Daenerys JV, 
Jon VI, Arya XI, Tyrion VI, Davos V, Bran IV, Jaime 
VII, Davos VI).1 81 

best men and the fastest ship available to march on the 2.2 Casting 
Dreadfort . 

1.5 At Dragonstone 

In the dungeons, Davos (Liam Cunningham) v1s1ts 
Gendry (Joe Dempsie) and tries to relate to hi m by telling 
the story of how he became a lord. Later, Davos practises 
his reading with Princess Shireen (Kerry Ingram), when 
he reads the letter senl by the Night's Watch. When they 
hear the bells ringing, Davos leaves Shireen to meet with 

Afte r being absent for the entire second season, Peter 
Vaughan returns as Maeste r Aemon and Josef Altin re
turns as Pypar. T his episode also marks the retum, after 
a long absence, of Patrick Malahide as Balon G rey joy and 
Gemma Whelan as Yara Grey joy. 

3 Reception 



3.1 Television ratings 

In its origina l American broadcast in HBO, "Mhysa" was 
seen by an estimated 5.4 mill ion household viewers, ac
cording to Nielsen Media Research.l91 It marked a year
t.o-year increase in viewership of 28 percent compared 
t.o the second season finale, "Yalar Morghulis", which 
was seen by 4.2 million.191 The second broadcast of the 
"Mhysa" during the night was viewed by 900,000 view
ers, bringing its total viewership for to 6.30 million.I IOI 
According to analysts, the success of the episode signifi
cantly helped Came of Thrones to surpass True Blood as 
the second most-watched series on HBO, after The So
pranos.19111 01 

3.2 Critical reception 

"Mhysa" received generally positive reviews from tele
vision critics, with some of them addressing the fina le's 
anti-climactic closure of the third season and for estab
lishing new storylines for the fourth. James Poniewozik 
of Time wrote in his review, "The encl of season 3, then, 
spent some time among the winners and losers in post
Recl-Wedcling Westerns, giving the audience a chance to 
soak in the shock, seethe at the winners' glee, and get a 
reminder of the larger forces - White Walkers, dragons 
- well beyond the war between the Lannisters and the 
Starks. If the Red Wedding seemed to ki ll hope, 'Mhysa ' 
made clear that it didn't end anything. And it weaved 
together the many, many threads of CoT's tapestry by 
returning to a recurring theme: that Came of Thro11es 
is ultimately about fami ly."l11 I Matt Fowler of IG N de
scribed that the finale had "nicely set up a lot of cool 
stuff for Season 4, but it was a lso lacking some of the 
power and majesty of previous finales. Especially the 
ending with Dany, who herself had a better ending back in 
'And Now His Watch is Ended' when her dragons torched 
Astapor and she left with a full a rmy." He also praised 
the scene where Arya killed a Frey soldier.1121 Writing 
for Today, Drusilla Moorhouse remarked that "After last 
week's shocking massacre, most fans braced for more 
tragic deaths in season three's fi nale. Instead, the blow 
was softened with poignant reunions and surprising saves, 
setting the stage for an explosive fourth season."1131 

In her review for Zap2it, Terri Schwartz wrote that 
"Nothing can ever quite redeem the deaths of Robb and 
Catelyn Stark, but at least larger forces are taking shape 
that are propelling this series into Season 4. Daenerys 
is as powerful as she's ever been, Jon Snow returns to 
the Wall while Bran heads north of it and the G rey joys 
ready an assault to finally save T heon from his captor. 
Then there's the fact that Stannis decides to sail north to 
the Wall to aid the Night's Watch in their fight against 
the White Walkers, which seems like it's going to end up 
being the greater, global conflict in the future of 'Game 
of T hrones'."1141 Writing for The A. V. Club, David Sims 
gave "Mhysa" an "A-" rating, while Todd YanDerWerff 

3 

gave it a "B+".131 Sims, writing for audiences who have 
not read the novels, described the episode as lacking "a 
lot of serious plot movement or major twists and may 
have fans gnashing their teeth a little bit as they wait nine 
months for season four. The previous season fina les have 
also had that quality, but they each ended on a barnstorm
ing note. 'Mhysa', not quite so much."131 YanDerWerff, 
writing for audiences who have read the novels, wrote that 
"On a plot level, not a lot happens in 'Mhysa"', but pra ised 
the episode in addressing the series' "value of one human 
life is in the face of a kingdom."131 He also mildly crit
ic ized the series' template of when "something terrible 
happens in Westerns, Dany offers a glimmer of hope over 
in her story line", refe rring to it as its "Achilles' heel".1 31 
Kevin Fitzpatrick of ScreenCrush wrote in his review, 
"All in a ll , the a ir (or blood) of the season had mostly 
been let out by 'The Rains of Castamere', as even a re
t.urning Jaime's most interesting moments arrived much 
earlier in the season, but 'Mhysa ' gave us a good course
heading for season 4 , with some much-needed catharsis 
along the way."1 151 

The episode's fina l scene, in which Daenerys, "the blon
dest possible savior figure'',1 161 appears with "uncharac
terized brown people" as "[being lifted] up as the ir mes
siah and praising her for saving them from bondage",1171 
was criticized by at least four commentatorsl 171 as hav
ing colonialist or even rac ist undertones. l41 They asked 
why the series chose to portray the Yunkish as nearly uni
formly dark-skinned, rather than as ethnically diverse as 
in the source novels,l411 l61 to which George R. R. Martin 
replied that this was because the scene was shot in Mo
rocco with local extras.I ISi Commentators also criticized, 
more broadly, that the series's inclusion of people of color 
was limited to only a small number of characte rs.11711 191 
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List of Game of Thrones characters 

This article is about the television series. For the main 
characters of the novels, see List of A Song of Ice and 
Fire characters. 

The characters from the American medieval fantasy 

GAME mi IHR<DNES 
television series Game of Thrones are based on their re
spective counterparts from author George R. R. Martin's 
A Song of Ice and Fire series of novels. Set in a fic
tional magical universe that has been referred to so fa r 
as "The Known World," the series follows a civil war for 
the Iron Throne of the continent of Westeros, fought be
tween the rival royal and noble families and their respec
tive supporters. ll 1 

1 Cast 

1.1 Key 

1.2 Main cast 

(Left-to-right): Kit Harington (as Jon Snow), Emilia Oarke (as 
Daenerys Targaryen), Lena Headey (as Cersei Lannister ), Niko
la} Coster-Wa/dau (as Jaime La1111ister), and Peter Oink/age (as 

Tyrion Lannister) 

The following cast members have been credited as main 
cast in the opening credits: 

1 In seasons 5, Nell Williams portrays Cersei Lannister 
in a Ha hback scene. 

2 In seasons 1 and 2, Tommen Baratheon is portrayed by 
Callum Wharry. 
3 In season 3, Daario Naharis is portrayed by Ed Skrein. 
4 1n season 1, Jaqen H'ghar appears in one scene, por
trayed by an uncredited extra. 

1.3 Supporting cast 

Additionally the following cast members have either ap
peared in 10 or more episodes of the show whilst main
taining a 'recurring' status or have received the stand
alone 'guest starring' status, without later being promoted 
to the main cast: 

1 In seasons 1 and 2, Myrcella Baratheon is portrayed by 
credited extra Aimee Richardson. 
2 In season 2, Selyse Baratheon is portrayed by uncredited 
extra Sarah MacKeever. 

Nine Episodes 

• Conan Stevens, Ian Whyte and Hafth6r Julius 
Bjomsson as Gregor Clegane (Seasons 1-2, 4-6) 

• Roger Ashton-Griffiths as Mace Tyrell (Seasons 4-
6) 

• Ellie Kendrick as Meera Reed (Seasons 3-4, 6) 

Eight Episodes 

• Joel Fry as Hizdahr zo Loraq (Seasons 4-5) 

• Noah Taylor as Locke (Seasons 3-4) 

• Gethin Anthony as Renly Baratheon (Seasons 1-2) 

• Steven Cole as Kovarro (Season 2) 

Seven Episodes 

• Ian Gelder as Kevan Lannister (Seasons 1-2, 5-6) 

• Lino Facioli as Robin Arryn (Sea on 1, 4-6) 

• Will Tudor as Olyvar (Seasons 3-6) 

• Charlotte Hope as Myranda (Seasons 3-5) 

• Francis Magee as Yoren (Seasons 1-2) 

• Elyes Gabel as Rakharo (Seasons 1-2) 

• Michael Condron as Bowen Marsh (Season 5) 
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Six Episodes 

• Josephine Gillan as Marei (Seasons 2-5) 

• Paul Bentley as the High Septon (Seasons 3-5) 

• Steven Blount and John Stahl as Rickard Karstark 
(Seasons 1-3) 

• Tony Way as Dontas Hollard (Seasons 2. 4) 

• Mackenzie Crook as O rell (Season 3) 

• Paul Kaye as Thorns of Myr (Season 3) 

• Philip McGinley as Anguy (Season 3) 

• Susan Brown as Septa Mordane (Season I) 

• Dar Salim as Qotho (Season I) 

Five Episodes 

• DeObia Oparei as Areo Hotah (Seasons 5-6) 

• Keisha Castle-Hughes as Obara Sand (Seasons 5-6) 

• Jessica Henwick as Nymeria Sand (Seasons 5-6) 

• Rosabell Laurenti Sellers as Tyene Sand (Season 5-
6) 

• Tobias Menzies as Edmure Tully (Seasons 3, 6) 

• Clive Russell as Brynden Tully (Seasons 3, 6) 

• Kate Dickie as Lysa Arryn (Seasons I, 4) 

• Robert Pugh as Craste r (Seasons 2-3) 

• David Michael Scott and Richard Dormer as Beric 
Dondarrion (Seasons I. 3) 

• Nonso Anozie as Xaro Xhoan Daxos (Season 2) 

• Ralph Ineson as Dagmer Cleftjaw (Season 2) 

• Jamie Sives as Jory Cassel (Season I) 

Four Episodes (select) 

• Ross Mullan as various White Walkers (Seasons 2-
5) 

• Elizabeth Webster as Fat Walda Bolton (Seasons 4-
6) 

• Edward Dogliani and Ross O 'Hennessy as the Lord 
of Bones (Seasons 2-3. 5) 

• Toby Sebastian as Trystane Martell (Seasons 5-6) 

• Alexander Siddig as Doran Martell (Seasons 5-6) 

• Faye Marsay as the Waif (Seasons 5-6) 

CAST 

• Burn Gorman as Karl Tanner (Seasons 3-4) 

• Andy Beckwith as Rorge (Season 2 , 4) 

• Gerard Jordan as Bite r (Seasons 2, 4) 

• Wilko Johnson as llyn Payne (Seasons 1-2) 

• Eros Vlahos as Lammy Greenhands (Seasons 1-2) 

• Sahara Knight as Armeca (Seasons 1-2) 

• Tonbias Winte r as Timett (Seasons 1-2) 

• Yuri Kolokolnikov as Styr (Season 4) 

• Ian Hanmore as Pyat Pree (Season 2) 

• Fintan McKeown as Amory Lorch (Season 2) 

• Forbes KB as Lorren (Season 2) 

• Simon Armstrong as Qhorin Halfhand (Season 2) 

• Kerr Logan as Matthos Seaworth (Season 2) 

• Emun Elliott as Marillion (Season I) 

Three Episodes (select) 

• Nicholas Blane as the Spice King (Season 2) 

• Dav id Bradley a Walder Frey (Seasons I, 3. 6) 

• Lucian Msamati as Sallador Saan (Seasons 2-4) 

• Reece Noi a Mossador (Seasons 4-5) 

• Sarine Sofa ir as Lhara (Seasons 4-5) 

• Patrick Malahide as Balon Grey joy (Seasons 2-3, 6) 

• Andy Kellegher as Poll iver (Seasons 2. 4) 

• Joseph Gal! as the Thenn Warg (Season 4) 

• Dan Hildebrand as Kraznys mo Nakloz (Season 3) 

• Karl Davies as Alton Lanniste r (Season 2) 

• Clive Mantle as Greatjon Umber (Season I) 

• Joseph Mawle as Benjen Sta rk (Season I) 

• Mia Soteriou as Mirri Maz Duur (Season I) 

• Miltos Yerolemou as Syria Fore! (Season I) 

Two E1>isodes (select) 

• Rupert Yansittart as Yohn Royce (Seasons 4-6) 

• Enzo Cilenti as Yezzen zo Qaggaz (Seasons 5-6) 

• Richard Brake as the Night's King (Seasons 4-5) 

• Mark Gatiss as Tycho Nestoris (Seasons 4-5) 



• Gary Oliver as Ternesio Terys (Seasons 4-5) 

• Ian Whyte as the giant Dongo the Dom med (Seasons 
3-4) 

• Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje as Malko (Season 5) 

• Hannah Waddingham as Septa Unella (Season 5) 

• Ogengus MacNamara as the Thin Man (Season 5) 

• Struan Rodger as the Three-eyed Raven (Season 4) 

• Lu Corfield as the Mole's Town madam (Season 4) 

• Alisclair Simpson as Donnel Waynwoocl (Season 4) 

• Tom Brooke as Lothar Frey (Season 3) 

• Tim Plester as Black Walder Rivers (Season 3) 

• Laura Praclelska as Quaithe (Season 2) 

• Roger Allam as lllyrio Mopatis (Season I) 

• Jefferson Hall as Hugh of the Vale (Season I) 

• Margaret John as Old Nan (Season I) 

One Episode (select) 

• Octavia Selena Alexandru as Leaf (Seasons 4 , 6) 

• Alexandra Dowling as Roslin Frey (Seasons 3, 6) 

• George Georgio as Razclal mo Eraz (Seasons 3, 6) 

• Elizabeth Caclwallacler as Lollys Stokeworth (Season 
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• Oliver Ford Davies as Maester Cressen (Season 2) 

• Edward Tudor-Pole as a Protestor (Season 2) 

• Bronson Webb as Will (Season I) 

• Rob Ostlere as Waymar Royce (Season I) 

• Dermot Keaney as Garecl (Season I) 

• John Standing as Jon Arryn (Season I) 

5) 2 Characters 
• Birgitte Hjort S¢rensen as Karsi (Season 5) 

• Zahary Baharov as Lobocla (Season 5) 

• Joclhi May as Maggy the Frog (Season 5) 

• J.J . Murphy as Denys Mallister (Season 5) 

• Nicholas Boulton as the Pit Announcer (Season 5) 

• Rila Fukushima as a Reel Priestess (Season 5) 

• Nell Williams as Young Cersei Lannister (Season 5) 

• Marco James as White Rat (Season 5) 

• Cedric Henderson as Faceless Man (Season 5) 

• Paola Dionisotti as Anya Waynwoocl (Season 4) 

• Neil Fingleton as the giant Mag Mar Tun Doh Weg 
(Season 4) 

• Mark Killeen as Mero (Season 3) 

• Ramon T ikaram as Prenclahl na Ghezn (Season 3) 

• Stephanie Blacker as Violet (Season 3) 

2.1 Key 

2.2 Main characters 

Characters are listed in credits order for Season Five with 
the characters who appeared as regulars in previous sea
sons listed at the encl. "Starring season(s)" refers to the 
season in which an actor or actress received star bill ing 
for playing a character. "Recurring season(s)" identifies a 
season in which an actor or actress appeared, but received 
fealllrecl, guest star or special guest star billing. The lists 
also include each houses reta iners and bannermen. 

2.3 Supporting characters 
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2.3.l House Arryn 

2.3.2 House Baratheon 

2.3.3 House Bolton 

2.3.4 House Frey 

2.3.5 House Greyjoy 

2.3.6 House Lannister 

2.3.7 House Martell 

2.3.8 House Stark 

2.3.9 House Targaryen 

2.3.10 House Tully 

2.3.11 House Tyrell 

2.3.12 People of Essos 

2.3.13 Peo1>le of Westeros 

2.3.14 Royal court and officials 

2.3.15 Night's Watch 

2.3.16 Beyond the Wall 

2.3.17 Animals 

3 See also 

• Characters in A So11g of Ice a11d Fire 

• List of Game of Thrones episodes 

4 Notes 

[I J In the novel series. A So11g of Ice a11d Fire. Robin Arryn 
was named Robert Arryn. The charncter's name has been 
changed to Robin so as to prevent confus ion w ith Robert 
Baratheon. 

[21 In season 2 the character appears briefly in one scene 
played by an uncredited extra . 

[3 J In the novel se ries. A So11g of Ice a11d Fire. Yara Grey joy 
was named Asha Grey joy. T he character's name has been 
changed to Yara so as to prevent confusion with Osha. 

[4 J Credit only for Ron Donachie in the episode W hat Is Dead 
May Never Die. 

[5 J Credit only for Steven Cole in the episode The Night 
Lands. 
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7 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses 

7.1 Text 

• List of Game of Thrones characters Source: https://en.wik ipedia.org/wiki/L ist_of_Game_of_ Th rones_characters?oldid;;; 7 12530035 
Co11trib111ors: AxelBoldt. Dan Koehl. Julesd. Disdero. Anclrewman327. Rebrane. DocWatson42. J. 'mach' wust. OwenBlacker. Deme
te r-enwiki, Ukexpat, Elfhelm, Rich Fannbrough, Kwamikagarn i, DanielVallstrom. Hohurn . Zanaq. Pol098. WadeSimMiser, Mandarax, 
Jack Cox. Splink. Evin290. Vegaswikian. Aberwulf. Rt kat3. Muchness. Stephenb. Marcus Cyron. Sandste in. Teilaclnam. Nikkirnaria. 
Katieh5584. Arnberrock. Akrabbim. AaronRichard. Chris the speller. Go nzalo84. Master of Puppets . Papa November. Garnjc, H-b
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self. Cladea1832. JoeEsquiveL Pemilligan. Soonbluc, Smoolrn. RR. TAnthony, Magioladitis. Cluelessblues, Lukasbradley, Coffeepusher, 
W LU. Tvoz. Bruin69. CommonsDelinker. Hlnodovic. KylieTastic. Darkfrog24. Sgeureka. Littleolive oil. Magnvss. J52y. Adrian two. 
Wetto. Andy Dingley. Farcaste r. SPQ Robin. PeterCanthropus. Grieferhate. EmperorOOI. Flyer22 Reborn. Ca idh. Rhysy54. Smartjoe299. 
JohnnyMrNinja. Jakc PT. lmageRemovalBot, T hcobz69. DragonftyDC. Niceguyedc, Arjayay. \VickedFabala. TenTonParasoL lam notreg
isterecL Add bot. Docfoc. The Sage of Stamford. Arjuna92. Yoenit. Ble thering Scot. OBlooclyHelL Januarian Winter. Aclews56. Cno te78z. 
Tassecle the. Smeagol 17. NeoBatfreak. AussicLegend2. Gassalasca. Yobot. Cxp3. Rsquire3 . Kevinbrogers. Ano mieBOT. Rjanag. Ji m 11 38. 
LlywelynlL Evil Puggy. Ulric 13 13. Joseph us37. Materialscien tist. Em pro2. Ruby20 I 0. Millahnna. Drovethrughosts. Trut-h-urts man. 
Sabrebd . Nplcoach. A .amitkumar. FrescoBot. Sock. Gr~bergs Gr~a Sftng. FonFon Alseif. Lady Lotus. Ju liaVictoria. Neie Blannen. Think
ing of England. J iuj itsuguy. Alienautic . EM Freyre , Horst-schlaemnrn. Orenburg l. Joemac5367. Smarty Boots. HelSimquia. Logical Fuzz, 
T roy344. Hydechen. John of Reading. Tesadmo. Dee Fraser. Rayukk. Mo ainm. Solarra. RabbabodrooL Thecheesykicl. Werieth. Pena47. 
NathanielTheBold, Stcmoc. DonSqueak. Stephen music. StasMalyga, L Kensington. Francesco 13. Calaclor l 09. BornonJuncS. Davcy20 10. 
ClueBot NG. Thaddeus Venture. KinZJ. Theaitetos. IJ Vin. Rhain . Jeanacoa. W idr. DavidAnstiss. MerllwBot. RafikiSykes. Ly nxx2. 
BG I 9bot, Amfacioli , Keivan.f. Teach267. Emayv, Wiki 13, lceandsnow7. J im bob298, T ranalain. NecroSheik. Pe terEdw, Ada mstom.97. 
T ikka85. Alissahart. SawyerL1Fleur. FakirNL. lndivicluality4u. Stori2 . Drorzm. PatTag2659. Loriendrew. Morn·s Mumak. Praline97. 
Paul3 14 159. PPAdrien. Praryya Ghosh. Wantayms. GillMargS. Khazar2. My info account. Kmaedits . Polymerase L Brookesterposey. 
Vcnezuela26, MatthcwCCartcr. Michae196686. Mogism. Anthony77fx, Rey Keshe. A ndyhowlett, Dwhits90. MisterShiney, Donfbreed2, 
Fa izan. Epicgenius. Zakbukovski. AclrianCl inciu. Shhhhwwww! !. Goncix. Sunny Nights. LorclWi ltshire 1529. ChessFiencls. Leslie Barbara 
Knope, Jendacole, Akkale, Lkeegan 123, Lexbab, Nrcowles, Michele YD, Yatagerasu, More Air, Merlin Djagas, Keiy in. O neLastEmperor. 
Apapple, W.carter. Anarchistdy. AffeL, Diocloros, Yunccha92. Alec 11 5. DLManiac, Fernanda Hall. ASolaF GoT. Y2jbones, Filedelink
erbot. KingjofL HartiCM. Youmeanv. The4thDimension. TigerLord23. Michelle2 10. Secre t-the. AlexTheWhovian. Wjoconnor. Sebahed. 
T helonggoneblues. Stacheligcl. Ashtondarti. Fast & Furious Fan I. Tremolotto. Ceannlann gorm. Sarahkersting. Pyy. TheVmn pire . Megra, 
Celt icBrain. SSTflyer. BlackSnow666 I . Hizzo99. Chegebum. Halle rworlcl. Ramsay I 0 IL Nynaeve 198 1 and Anonymous: 660 

7 .2 Images 

• File:Aidan _ G illen_(headshot).jpg Source: https://uploacLwi kirned ia.orgiwi k ipedia/commons/c/c4/A idan_ G i lien_ %28headshot%29. 
jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Co111ributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons by Masur using CommonsHelper. Original artist: 
Raura 

• F ile:AlexanderSidclig09TIFF.jpg Source: https://upload. wik imedia.org/w ik i ped ia/commons/5/55/ Alexa nderSiddig09TI FF.jpg Li· 
cense: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contrib11rors: http://www.fl ickr.co m/photos/gdcgraphics/437 14 19974/ Original artist: gclcgraphics at http://www. 
fl ick r .corn/ photos/ gdcgra ph ics/ 

• F ile :Alfie_Allen_(heaclshot).jpg Source: https://upload .wik imcd ia.orgiwikipedia/cornmons/3/33/Alfie_Allen_%28headshor%29.jpg 
License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Co///rib111ors: Flickr: Alfie Allen Original artist: Eva Rinaldi 

• F ile:Ambox_important.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Ambox_ important.svg License: Public do
main Contrib11tors: Own work. based off of lmage:Ambox scales.svg Original arrisr: Dsmurat ( talk · cont ribs) 

• F ile:Anton_Lesser_(2011).j pg So11rce: https://upload.wikimed ia.orgiwikipedia/commons/5/52/ Anton_ Lesser_ %2820 11 %29.jpg Li· 
cense: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contrib111ors: Flickr: Anton Lesse r and Paul Rathkey Original artist: Philip Vial 

• F ile:Brenoek_ 0' Connor _201-l.jpg Source: https://upload.w iki media.orgiwik iped ia/co111111ons/a/ae/Brenock_ 0 %27Co nno r_20 13.jpg 
License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: Final performance of Oliver! - UK tour Original artist: DenP Images 

• File:Carice-vau-Houten .jpg Source: https://upload.wikimed ia.orgiwikipedia/commons/7n7/Carice-van- Houten.jpg License: CC BY 
3.0 Co111rib1110rs: nummer l 9 Original artist: Thom Hoffman I nummer l 9 

• F ile :Charles_Dauce_2012_( e.roppecl).jpg So11rce: https://upload. wik imed ia.orgiwi k ipedia/commo ns/ I I I 2/Charles_ Dance_20 12_ 
%28cropped%29 .jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: https://www.flickr.com/ photos/ubcrpixclphoto/7533959326/ Original artist: 
A lan Chang 

• File:Ciaran_hincls.jpg Source: https://upload.wiki media.org/wikipcdia/commonsn/70/Ciar:m_hinds.j pg License: Public domain Con· 
tributor~·: Collection pc rsonnelle Original artist: Sylvie GriftOn 

• F ile : Clive_ Mantle_ ( cropped ).jpg Source: ht t ps ://upload. wi k i medi a .orgiwi k i ped ia/com mons/f /ff/Clive _ Mant le_ %28cropped%29. j pg 
License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: Flickr Original artist: Philip Guest 

• F ile:Commons-logo.svg So1trce: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipcdia/en/4/4a/Commons- logo.svg Lice11se: CC-BY-SA-3.0 C0111rib11· 
tors: ? Original artist: ? 

• F ile :Conan_ Stevens_(2012).jpg Source: https://upload.wi kimedia.orgiwik ipedia/commons/8/8f /Conan_Stevens_ %2820 12%29 .j pg Li· 
cense: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: Armageddon 20 12 Well ington Original artist: DatarkNZ from Tauranga. New Zealand 

• F ile :Conleth_H ill_by_G age_Skiclmore,jpg Source: https://upload.wikimed ia.orgiwikipedia/commo ns/4/4d/Conleth_Hi ll_by_Gage_ 
Skiclmore.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Gage Skidmore 

• F ile:DanielPortman.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/Danie1Portman.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Con
tributors: Own work Original artist: Natal iede lcmcre 
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• File:David_Bradley _by_ Gage_ Skidmore.jpg Source: https://upload. wikimedia.org/wik ipedia/commons/6/68/David_ Bradlcy _ by_ 
Gage_Skidmore.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Co111ri/J11rors: Own work Original an ist: Gage Skidmore 

• File:Dean-Charles_ Cha1mian_2010.jpg Source: https://upload. wik imedia.org/wik ipedia/commo ns/e/ea/Dean-Charles_Chapman_ 
20 10 .jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: http://www.flickr.com/photos/28 173248@N08/4486538959/ Original ortis1: DenP Im
ages 

• File :Diana_Rigg_Diana_ l973 _crop.JPG Source: https://upload. wik i rnedia.org/wik ipedia/com mons/8/89/Diana_R igg_Diana_ 1973_ 
c rop.JPG License: Public domain Contributors: Cropped from File:Diana_ Rigg Diana 1973.JPG (see th is fi le for deta iled copyright in
formation) Original artist: NBC Telev ision 

• File :Elyes_Gabel_2014_(croppecl).jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3c/E lyes_Gabel_20 14_ 
%28cropped%29.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: https://www.flickr.com/photos/gageskidmore/14747 104726/ Original 
ar1is1: Gage Skidmore 

• File :Em ilia_Clark e_2013_(Straighten_Colors).jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia .org/wikipcdia/commons/a/ad/ Emilia_Clarke_ 
20 13_%28Straighten_Colors%29.jpg License: CC BY 2 .0 Co111ri/J11tors: Emilia Clarke Original arrist: NI Executive 

• File:Eros_ Vlahos_2.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimcdia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Eros_ Vlahos_2.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 
C011tr;b11ton·: Own work Orig;1wl artist: Loweane 

• F ile:Esmf: _Bianco _2014.j pg Source: https://upload.wiki media .org/wik ipedia/commons/ I I I 2/Esm%C3%A 9_ Bianco_20 14 .j pg License: 
CC BY 2.0 Co111ributors: https://www.fli ckr.corn /photos/floridasupercon/ 144702725 17 / Original artist: Florida Supercon 

• File :FayeJ.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wiki pedia/commons/8/88/Faye3.jpg License: CC BY-SA 4 .0 Contributors·: Own 
work Original artist: LucyT hercse 

• F ile :Finn_Jon es_2014.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikiped ia/cornmo ns/7/76/ Finn_Jones_20 14.jpg License: CC BY-SA 
2.0 Contrilmtors: https://www.flickr.com/ photos/honeyfitzl l 444509 1352/ Original artist: Sam 

• F ile :F olcler _H exagonal_lcon .svg Source: https://upload.wi kimedia.org/wiki pedia/en/4/48/Folde r_Hexagonal_ lcon.svg License: Cc-by
sa-3 .0 Colllributors: ? Original artist: ? 

• File :Game_ of_ Th rones_20l l _logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wik ipcdia/commons/2/2e/Game_of _ Thrones_20 I I_ 
logo.svg License: Public domain Contributors: Self c reated. design from the shows intert itle Original artist: Uploaded to Co mmons by 
Xeworlebi. self created 

• F ile :Game_of _thrones_cast.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wiki ped ia/en/8/80/Game_of_thrones_cast.j pg License: ? Con
tributors: 

Emerrain111e111 Weekly (E\V.com) Original nnist:? 

• F ile:Gethin_Anthony.jpg Source: h1tps://upload .wik i111edia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7e/Ge1hin_Anthony.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 
Co111ributors: http://davidspowan.com/actors/actors- men/ Original artist: Dav id Spowart 

• F ile :Gwendoline _Christie_ en_ London_ Film_ & _ ComicCon,_ 2012.png So11rce: https://upload. \vikimed ia .org/wik iped ia/commo ns/3/ 
3f /Gwendoline_Christie_en_ London_ Film_ %26_ComicCon%2C_2012.png License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: https://www.flickr. 
com/photos/uberpixelphoto/7533966046/in/set-72 157630492364988 Original artist: A lan Chang 

• F ile:Hannah_Murray _ GoT_premiere.jpg Source: https://upload. wik imedia.org/wi ki pedia/commons/c/c5/Hannah_ Murrny _Go T _ 
premiere .jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Cowributors: Aick r Orighwl artist: Jul ia Henson 

• F ile :Harry _Lloycl_2010.jpg Source: https://upload.wiki media.o rg/wi kipedia/commons/c/c5/Harry_Lloyd_20 I O.jpg License: CC 
BY-SA 2.0 Co111rib111ors: ht1p://www.flickr.corn/pho1os/kstate librarian/44699 16385/ Original anist: http://www. flickr.com/photos/ 
kstate librari an/ 

• F ile:Headey,_Len a_(2007)_(h eaclshot).jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikiped ia/com mons/8/8e/Headey%2C_ Lena_ 
%282007%29_ %28headshot%29.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors: http://www.flickr.com/photos/pingui no/ 1868 1598 10/ Original 
arti.1·1: pinguino k from Nonh Hollywood. USA 

• F ile :Iain_Glen .jpg Source: https://upload .wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/la in_Glen.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/uberpixelphoto/7539220828/ Original artist: uberpixelphoto (A lan Chang) 

• F ile :Ian_Whyt e_201.l.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commo ns/8/8c/lan_Whyte_20 13.jpg License: CC BY-SA 
3.0 Contributors: Own \vork Original arlisr: Michael Koschinsk i 

• F ile :Isaac_H empsteacl-W right_SDCC _2014.jpg Source: https://upload.wi kimedia.o rg/wikipedia/commons/8/88/lsaac_ 
Hempstead- Wright_S DCC_20 14.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: https://www.flickr.com/photos/gagesk idmore/ 1479200305 1 
Original artist: Gage Skidmore 

• F ile:l wan_Rheon.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wik ipedia/com mons/7/72/lwan_ Rheon.j pg License: CC BY 2.0 Colllribu
tors: Flickr: IMG_5909 Original artist: Paul Bird 

• F ile:J ack_ Gleeson_(Augnst _ 2012)_(h eadshot ).jpg Source: https://upload.wik i rnedia.org/wik ipedia/commons/f /f9/Jack_ Gleeson_ 
%28August_20 12%29_ %28headshot%29.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: Flickr: Jaffrey Baratheon Original artist: Ver6nica 
Paz 

• F ile :James_Cosm o_2014_ (croppecl).jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/James_Cosmo_20 14_ 
%28cropped%29.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contribwors: htt p://www.flickr.com/ photos/2878 1447@N04/l 3807966993/ Original artist: 
Patrick Subotk icwiez 

• F ile :Jason_Mom oa_Supercon_2014.j pg Source: htt ps://upload.wik imed ia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Jason_Momoa_Supercon_ 
20 14.jpg License: CC BY 2.0 Contributors: https://www.fl ickr.com/photos/floridasupercon/l 463374 1 I 06/ Original artist: Florida Su
pe rcon 

• F ile :Jer ome_Flynn_20LI _ ( croppecl).j pg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wik ipedia/com rnons/0/02/Je ro me_ Flynn_20 13_ 
%28cropped%29.jpg License: CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: http://www.flickr.com/photos/dalekhe len/873736550 1/ Original artist: 
dalckhelen 
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• File:Johan_Philip_(Pilou)_Asbrek_(Berlin_Film_Festh'al_2010).jpg Source: https://upload.wikirnedia.org/wikiped ia/cornrnons/5/ 
5f/Johan_Philip_%28Pilou%29_Asb%C3%A6k_ %28Berlin_Fi lm_Festival_20 10%29.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Contributors: 

• Johan_ Phi I ip_(Pilou)_Asb:ck ._Pern ille_Fischcr_ Christensen_and_Jespcr_ Christensen_(Berlin_Film_Festival_20 I 0) .jpg Original artist: 
Johan_ Phi Ii p _(Pi lou )_Asb:ek._Pern i I le_Fischer_ Chri stensen_and _Jes per_ Christensen_( Berl in_ Fi Im _Fest ival_20 I 0). j pg: S iebbi 
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0 A Game Of Thrones by George RR Martin - Questions? 
Started reading this book reeentty. but I have a few questions on the term1nology l/Jhat is a bannerman? What is The
on Greyjay's relation to Eddard Stark? I know that Greyjoy is Stark's ward, but what is a ward 1r1 the sense of this book? 

'{;:/ follow ~ 3 answers 

Game Design School - Webcrawler com 
www.Webcrawler.com 
Search multiple engines for game design school 

Answers Relevance v 

• 

0 

0 

Best Answer: rve read the senes mulllple times and rm glad to help you get terms str319ht, as others helped me 

A bannerman is lrteralty a loyal ~ter to whom 1s entrusted the carrying of the house's banner m battfe (and dunng 
travel). He tends to be long-serving and utterly trusted 

A ward is like a foster child_ (Robin was Bruce Wayner'Batman's ward. remember?) The parents may be living or dead, 
but the child IS being raised by another famlly for the benefits It might bnng to him or her, from playmates to educatJon 
to moral standards to mtitary training, whatever the home enwonment may be lacking_ Yet they stop short of adoptJon, 
even If the ctuld IS orphaned, so there are often issues of the ward feeling like slhe's a second-class c11l:zen compared 
to the biological children 

So Eddard Stark is no blood relation to Theon Greyjoy, bul has raised him for a period of years alongside his O'Nn son 
about the same age, Robb Stark 

rm happy to answer further q1Jesllons as they arise-and they will-but you should also know there's a first-rate website 
'Nhich untangles a lot. and v.-al_ Keeping straight who is who is maddening, and httpJtwv.w.towerofthehand com/ can 
vastly improve your understanding 

MsS.ttner 6 years ago 

•• 3 •• , 
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Commenl 

'Nhal are you, 7 years old? Abannerman is not a standard bearer, ii is a lord of a house who holds his lands through 
sweanng military aDeg1ance to a higher lord (ie, Karstarks lo the Starks) Ard a ward may on the surface be some of 
those things you mentioned but the main function of wards is to serve as a hostage against his/her family s continued 
good behaVK>r. Balon GreyJOy, Theon s father, rebelled against the crown and was brought back mto line through battle 
by N~. Stanrns.and ~~.rs loyal ~o King~~~-. Bal°':' then had hi.s son ~~en fr~ hi.m to ensure~ upheld the pe.ace 

What are you, 7 years old? A bannerman rs not a standard bearer, it is a lofd of a house who holds his lands through 
sweamg military aDegiance to a higher lofd (te, Karstat1t;s to the Starks) And a ward may on the surface be some of 
those things you mentioned but the main function of wards is to serve as a hostage against his/her fan11ly s continued 
good behaVIOI" Balon G<eyJOy, Theon s father, rebelled against the crown and was brought back mto foe through battle 
by Ned, Stannis and others loyal to King Robert Balon then had his son taken from him to ensure he upheld the peace 
treaty he agreed to Offenng to educate the children of untrustworthy underiings in order to ensure the parents conbn
ued good faith was comnion practice through feudal limes. 

Dude 1 year ago 

Comment 

What are YOU, 6? Get 11 right if you re gOO)Q to toss out insults. A ward has nothing to do with being hostage A ward LS 
someone in the care of a legal guardian. Theon just happens to also be a hostage 

RoBOaWG 1 year ago .. , .. Comment 
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Quora -< Search for questions, people, and topics 

A Song of Ice and Fire (book series) Game of Thrones (TV senes) 

What are "bannennen"? Why do they pledge their 
loyalty? 

2 Answers 

t Anonymous 
4 4kViews 

The feudal system in A Song of Fire And Ice works something like this: 

King 
Dominion over the realm of\\'esteros. 

Overlord / Wardens of the Realm / High Lords 
The realm is divided into several "jurisdictions", generally based off its original Seven 
Kingdoms. The Reach, Dorne, the North, The Vale, The Rock {\Vest), The Stormlands, and 
the Riverlands. Each one has an overlord to which the other lords and knights of the realm 

swear fealty. 

Lords 
Underneath the big houses and the overlords are varying degrees of Lords & their families. 

Some are old, proud, powerful houses with a lot of land and power while others are minor 
lords. 

House Knights / Landed Knights 
A knight is the lowest form of nobility in the realm. Any knight can make another knight, 
and after major battles we often see heroes of the battle being knighted. :Most knights 
swear fealty to a lord, which means they will fight for them when called upon. These 

knights typically are granted a parcel of land. Some work and live in the castle of their lord. 
Knighthood does not by default pass onto children. 

H edge Knigh ts 
Hedge knights don't own land, and don't swear fealty to a lord. They typically wander the 

realm and sleep under hedges, hence the name. Some turn into brigands giving them a bad 
repute. 

Commoner s 

Commonfolk pay taxes to the lord under which their land is ruled. They don't necessarily 

swear fealty in the same way a lord or kni~t would, but they're ex"'P8Cted to obey and fi~t 

Sign In 

Related Questions 

How did Cerse1 earn the loyalty of so many of the 
Kingsguards? 

V\.'hy did the Tully Bannermen make Robb Stark the 
Kmg of the Tndent wtule their liege lord was Hoster 
Tully? 

Why did the Martens of House Dome swear loyalty to 
Robert Baratheon? 

Why didn't the Second Sons revolt after Daano 
Nahans killed the other two commanders and pledged 
loyalty to Daenerys on behalf of the mercen--. 

When Dany shows up, will Stanms pledge fealty to 
her? 

Are Reeds Stark bannermen? 

A Song of Ice and Fire {book senes) \'\'hen Dany 
shows up in Westeros, will any powerful houses 
pledge fealty to her? 

Why do some people (e g. Varys the men of the 
Night's Watch) pledge loyalty to the realm? 

What has House Reed been doing smce the Red 
Weddmg tf they are staunch bannermen of House 
Stark? 

How does Ramsay's toonent affect Theon's loyalty? Is 
It possible that castrabon made Theon lost? 



Commonfolk pay taxes to the lord under which their land is ruled. They don't necessarily 
swear fealty in the same way a lord or knight would, but they're eiq>ected to obey and fight 
when called upon. 

·wha t makes a bannerman? 

Basically anyone who S\Vears fealty or is ruled by another. If the king called his bannerrnan 
(assuming a peaceful, whole realm) then all the lords would be e»'Pected to send their 
fighting men. 

When Robb Stark called his banners, most of the houses in the north sent fighting men, 
though some begrudgingly. Even though what he was doing was technically treason, the 
North was still loyal to House Stark. 

They serve out of a sense of honor, duty, law, and custom. In the Free Cities and amongst 
the sellS\vords, no such code exists and we see them change loyalty on a regular basis. 
There are sellS\vords in Westeros, but they are not as common. 
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Related Questions 

More Answers Below 

How did Cersei earn the loyalty of so many of the Kingsguards? 

Why did the Tully Bannermen make Robb Stark the King of the Trident while their liege 

lord was Hoster Tully? 

Why did the Martells of House Dorne swear loyalty to Robert Baratheon? 

Why didn't the Second Sons revolt after Daario Naharis killed the other two commanders 

and pledged loyalty to Daenerys on behalf of the mercen 

When Dany shows up, will Stannis pledge fealty to her? 

Michael Shafrir, your favorite rapper's favorite rapper 
3.2k Views 

A Bannerman is a vassal that owes military service to his lord under the feudalism of the 
Seven Kingdoms ofWesteros. 

Source: http://awoiaf.westeros.org/ inde.x ... 
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Reg. No. 4,847,632 

Registered Nov. 3, 2015 

Int. Cl.: 3 

TRADEMARK 
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Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 

BLUEBEARDS INC. (PENNSYLVANIA CORPORATION) 
315 LAUREL MOORS DR. 
EXTON, PA 19341 

FOR: SHAMPOO; HAIR CONDITIONERS; SKIN CONDITIONERS; HAIR LOTIONS; LOTIONS 
FOR BEARDS; SKIN LOTIONS; MOISTURJZJNG CREAM; SUN SCREEN; EYE CREAM; 
COLOGNE; AFTERSHAVE; FACIAL CLEANSERS; LIQUID SOAP, BAR SOAP, SKIN SOAP; 
SHAVING PREPARATIONS, SHAVING CREAM, SHAVING GEL, SHAVING FOAM, 
SHAVING LOTION; COSMETICS; LIP BALM; ANTIPERSPIRANT AND DEODORANTS 
FOR PERSONAL USE; HAIR CARE KITS COMPRISING SHAMPOO AND CONDITIONER; 
TOILETRY KITS COMPRISING SHAMPOO, CONDITIONER, LOTIONS, COLOGNE, SOAP, 
SHAVING PREPARATIONS, ANTIPERSPIRANT AND DEODORANTS FOR PERSONAL 
USE, IN CLASS 3 (US. CLS. I, 4, 6, 50, 51 AND 52). 

FIRST USE I 2-3-20 14; IN COMMERCE 12-3-20 14. 

THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO ANY PAR
TICULAR FONT, STYLE, SIZE, OR COLOR. 

SN 86-438,609, FILED 10-29-20 14. 

KELLY TRUSILO, EXAM INING ATTORNEY 
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