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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE (USPTO) 
OFFICE ACTION (OFFICIAL LETTER) ABOUT APPLICANT’S TRADEMARK APPLICATION 

 

U.S. APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 86048224 

 

MARK: GEORGIA COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC 

 

          

*86048224*  

CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS: 
       TIMOTHY D. PECSENYE 

       BLANK ROME LLP 

       1 LOGAN SQ FL 8 

       PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103-6998 

        

  
GENERAL TRADEMARK INFORMATION: 

http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/index.jsp   

 

VIEW YOUR APPLICATION FILE 

 

APPLICANT: Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medi ETC.

  

CORRESPONDENT’S REFERENCE/DOCKET NO:   

       N/A       

CORRESPONDENT E-MAIL ADDRESS:   

       pecsenye@blankrome.com 

 

 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION DENIED 

 

ISSUE/MAILING DATE: 2/27/2015 

 
 
The trademark examining attorney has carefully reviewed applicant’s request for reconsideration and is 
denying the request for the reasons stated below.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.63(b)(3); TMEP §§715.03(a)(ii)(B), 
715.04(a).  The following refusals made final in the Office action dated July 17, 2014 are maintained and 
continue to be final:  Section 2(d) likelihood of confusion refusal citing Registration Nos. 4154833, 



3725163, 2246860, and 3725162; and the Section 2(e)(2) primarily geographically descriptive refusal.  
See TMEP §§715.03(a)(ii)(B), 715.04(a).  The following refusal made final in the Office action is 
withdrawn:  Section 2(d) likelihood of confusion refusal citing Registration Nos. 3031191, 1339141, and 
3282904.  See TMEP §§715.03(a)(ii)(B), 715.04(a). 

 

In the present case, applicant’s request has not resolved all the outstanding issues, nor does it raise a 
new issue or provide any new or compelling evidence with regard to the outstanding issues in the final 
Office action.  In addition, applicant’s analysis and arguments are not persuasive nor do they shed new 
light on the issues.  Accordingly, the request is denied. 

 

Section 2(d) Refusal – Likelihood of Confusion 

 

The refusal citing GEORGIA COLLEGE (in standard characters) (Registration No. 4154833), GEORGIA 
COLLEGE & STATE UNIVERSITY (in standard characters) (Registration No. 3725163), GEORGIA COLLEGE & 
STATE UNIVERSITY (in standard characters) (Registration No. 2246860), GEORGIA COLLEGE & STATE 
UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA 1889 and Design (Registration No. 3725162). 

 

Applicant’s mark and registrant’s mark create similar commercial impressions because the parties’ 
marks all start with the term “GEORGIA COLLEGE.”  The applied-for mark and the marks in Registration 
Nos. 3725163, 2246860, and 3725162 feature the term “GEORGIA COLLEGE” and additional descriptive 
or generic wording.   

 

Applicant argued that the services involved are expensive and that the consumers are sophisticated.  
The fact that purchasers are sophisticated or knowledgeable in a particular field does not necessarily 
mean that they are sophisticated or knowledgeable in the field of trademarks or immune from source 
confusion.  TMEP §1207.01(d)(vii); see, e.g., Stone Lion Capital Partners, LP v. Lion Capital LLP, 746 F.3d. 
1317, 1325, 110 USPQ2d 1157, 1163-64 (Fed. Cir. 2014); Top Tobacco LP v. N. Atl. Operating Co., 101 
USPQ2d 1163, 1170 (TTAB 2011). 

 

The fact that there are third-party marks on the register that use the term “GEORGIA” is not persuasive 
that the marks at issue will not cause confusion. 

 



Although applicant’s application indicates that it offers “undergraduate, graduate and professional 
levels” of educational services while registrant’s marks are used for either college or university level 
educational services, the webpages attached to the December 23, 2013 Office action from Case Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland State University, and Ohio State University show that universities and 
colleges commonly offer undergraduate, graduate, and professional-level educational services.  
Additionally, the attached websites of NOVA Southeastern University, University of New England, 
University of Pikeville, and Des Moines University located at http://medicine.nova.edu/, 
http://www.une.edu/com, http://www.upike.edu/College-of-Osteopathic-Medicine, 
https://www.dmu.edu/com/, show that these institutions offer undergraduate and graduate programs, 
and have a college of osteopathic medicine.   

 

This refusal is maintained and continues to be FINAL. 

 

 

Section 2(e)(2) – Primarily Geographically Descriptive Mark 

 

The evidence previously made of record supports the examiner’s argument that the primary significance 
of the term “GEORGIA” is a geographic location, there’s a services and place association established.   

 

Accordingly, this refusal is maintained and continues to be FINAL. 

 

****** 

 

If applicant has already filed a timely notice of appeal with the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, the 
Board will be notified to resume the appeal.  See TMEP §715.04(a).  

 

If no appeal has been filed and time remains in the six-month response period to the final Office action, 
applicant has the remainder of the response period to (1) comply with and/or overcome any 
outstanding final requirement(s) and/or refusal(s), and/or (2) file a notice of appeal to the Board.  TMEP 
§715.03(a)(ii)(B); see 37 C.F.R. §2.63(b)(1)-(3).  The filing of a request for reconsideration does not stay 
or extend the time for filing an appeal.  37 C.F.R. §2.63(b)(3); see TMEP §§715.03, 715.03(a)(ii)(B), (c).   



 

 

/Kathy Wang/ 

Trademark Examining Attorney 

Law Office 108 

571-272-7906 

kathy.wang@uspto.gov 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


