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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE (USPTO) 
OFFICE ACTION (OFFICIAL LETTER) ABOUT APPLICANT’S TRADEMARK APPLICATION 

 

    U.S. APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 85831682 

 

    MARK: ADLON 

 

 

          

*85831682*  

    CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS: 
          JENNIFER FRASER 

          NOVAK DRUCE CONNOLLY BOVE + QUIGG LLP 

          PO BOX 2207 

          WILMINGTON, DE 19899-2207 

           

  
 

 

GENERAL TRADEMARK INFORMATION: 

http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/index.jsp   

 

 

 

    APPLICANT: Adlon Brand GmbH & Co. KG c/o FUNDUS FON 
ETC. 

 

 

    CORRESPONDENT’S REFERENCE/DOCKET NO:    

          22407-00119       

    CORRESPONDENT E-MAIL ADDRESS:   

          trademarks@novakdruce.com 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION DENIED 

 

ISSUE/MAILING DATE: 6/8/2014 



 
 
The trademark examining attorney has carefully reviewed applicant’s request for reconsideration and is 
denying the request for the reasons stated below.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.64(b); TMEP §§715.03(a)(2)(B), 
(a)(2)(E), 715.04(a).  The requirement(s) and/or refusal(s) made final in the Office action dated 
5/14/2014 are maintained and continue to be final.  See TMEP §§715.03(a)(2)(B), (a)(2)(E), 715.04(a). 

 

In the present case, applicant’s request has not resolved all the outstanding issue(s), nor does it raise a 
new issue or provide any new or compelling evidence with regard to the outstanding issue(s) in the final 
Office action.  In addition, applicant’s analysis and arguments are not persuasive nor do they shed new 
light on the issues.  Accordingly, the request is denied. 

 

Applicant Arguments are Unpersuasive 

 

Applicant presents and reiterates several arguments against the surname refusal.  Among them, 
applicant argues that "[i]f there is any association of the term in the United States, consumers perceive 
the mark ADLON as associated with "The Hotel Adlon" as shown in the enclosed web pages, and not as 
primarily merely a surname." This argument is unpersuasive for several reasons. First, applicant has not 
applied for the trademark "THE HOTEL ADLON." Rather, applicant applied for "ADLON." Moreover, the 
Hotel Adlon is located in Berlin, Germany, not in the United States.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_Adlon.   Therefore,  American consumers are unlikely to make an 
association between the surname ADLON and The Hotel Adlon.    Moreover, the name of this hotel is 
based on the surname "Adlon."  The Hotel Adlon was named after its founder, Lorenz Adlon.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_Adlon.   Therefore, the entity to which applicant believes American 
consumers will associate its mark is based upon the use of the surname Adlon.   

 

American consumers are likely to recognize the term "ADLON" as a surname.  While applicant argues 
that the surname is rare, the issue of determining whether a surname is common or rare is not 
determined solely by evaluating the number of listings of the surname in a computerized database, 
because even the most common surname would represent only a small fraction of such a database.  
Rather, if a surname appears routinely in news reports, articles and other media as to be broadly 
exposed to the general public, then such surname is not rare and would be perceived by the public as 
primarily merely a surname.  In re Gregory, 70 USPQ2d 1792, 1795 (TTAB 2004); see TMEP 
§1211.01(a)(v).  In this case, the surname “Adlon” routinely appears in the news, articles and other 
media as to be broadly exposed to the general public, as it is the surname of a famous American actor, 
Pamela Adlon.   Pamela Adlon, who stars in the television program Californicaion,  has acted in 
numerous televisions programs and movies, and has won an Emmy Award. 



http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0781899/,  http://www.tv.com/people/pamela-adlon/.  Moreover, she 
has been interviewed on the nationally reaching news programs National Public Radio ("NPR"), and 
appears as the subject in articles in The New York Times, New York Magazine, Slate.com, Huffington 
Post, and is discussed in other entertainment news outlets. See e.g.,  
http://www.npr.org/2012/01/04/144319352/pamela-adlon-from-hill-kid-to-californication,   
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/03/pamela-adlon-21-questions.html,   
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/23/arts/television/23rhod.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0,  
http://www.tvguide.com/News/Californications-Pamela-Adlon-1005492.aspx,  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/danny-lanzetta/is-louie-closer-to-litera_b_1833639.html,  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tag/pamela-adlon/, 
http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2012/02/02/pamela_adlon_the_second_most_important_actor
_on_tv_s_best_comedy.html.   Therefore, even if the surname were to be considered rare, its exposure 
to the general public as a surname renders it not rare. 

 

American consumers are also likely to believe that “ADLON” is a surname because it, like many 
surnames in the United States, is comprised of two syllables and ends in “–LON”.  For example, Dillon, 
Kaplon, Hanlon, Yelon, Ablon, Scanlon, Fallon, Kellon, Freelon, Nealon, Allon, Millon, Kallon, Donlon,  
and Carlon, are all examples of two syllables surnames ending in “-LON” found in the United States. See,  
http://www.switchboard.com/name/nealon/, http://www.switchboard.com/name/millon/,  
http://www.switchboard.com/name/Kallon/,  http://www.switchboard.com/name/Ablon/,  
http://www.switchboard.com/name/Allon/,  http://www.switchboard.com/name/kellon/, 
http://www.switchboard.com/name/hanlon/, http://www.switchboard.com/name/Freelon/, 
http://www.switchboard.com/name/Donlon/, http://www.switchboard.com/name/scanlon/, 
http://www.switchboard.com/name/fallon/,  http://www.switchboard.com/name/dillon/.   
http://www.switchboard.com/name/adlon/  

 

Further,  as the attached evidence demonstrates, ADLON has no other meaning apart from that of a 
surname. See The Columbia Gazetteer of the World, finding no geographic significance for the term 
“ADLON”  http://www.columbiagazetteer.org/main/search?name=ADLON&search-type=quick;  Collins 
German-English Dictionary, finding no definition for the term “ADLON”, 
http://www.collinsdictionary.com/spellcheck/german-english/Adlon?showCookiePolicy=true; 
Macmillan Dictionary, has no definition for “ADLON,”    
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/spellcheck/british/?q=adlon; Merriam Webster Dictionary, 
similarly contains no entries for the term “Adlon.” http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/adlon.  
Therefore, as the term ADLON has no other recognized meaning other than that of a surname, American 
consumers are also likely to believe that “ADLON” is a surname. 

 



Therefore, in light of the foregoing and the preceding evidence and arguments contained within  earlier 
Office actions, applicant’s mark is primarily merely a surname.  

 

 

The filing of a request for reconsideration does not extend the time for filing a proper response to a final 
Office action or an appeal with the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (Board), which runs from the date 
the final Office action was issued/mailed.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.64(b); TMEP §715.03, (a)(2)(B), (a)(2)(E), (c).   

 

If time remains in the six-month response period to the final Office action, applicant has the 
remainder of the response period to comply with and/or overcome any outstanding final 
requirement(s) and/or refusal(s) and/or to file an appeal with the Board.  TMEP 
§715.03(a)(2)(B), (c).  However, if applicant has already filed a timely notice of appeal with the 
Board, the Board will be notified to resume the appeal.  See TMEP §715.04(a). 
 

 

/N. Gretchen Ulrich/ 

Trademark Attorney-Advisor 

Law Office 113 

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 

phone: (571) 272-1951 

gretchen.ulrich@uspto.gov 

 

 

  



 

  



 


