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Mike LaMarr

| don't think I've ever watched a Louie episode twice because of the cringe factor
in most episodes. Dont get me wrong though, it's definitely the best comedy on
TV in my mind

4 SEP 2012 9:32 Pl
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Very existential. Some of his pieces come together in ways that make more sense as
an assembled emotional fugue than as a standard story. | found myself relating, then
not relating to, some odd bits in the episode about losing his daughter. Why did the
youngest daughter start shouting in Slovenian? What an odd defail, and it advances
neither the plot nor her character a bit. A seeming complete non-sequitur. Louie's
disconcerted glance at his youngest daughter broke the code, for me, of what the:
episode was about — Louie's continual surprise and distress at a world that he has to
accept but that seems to almost willfiully make no sense, and certainly has little room
for him in it.

Things don't happen for a reason in Louie's warld — they just keep happening. His
continual existential crisis is to stay on his feet in the midst of chaos. People in Louie's
world act weird all the time because the world is full of perversity we're just not sure
how to handle, or if we're equipped to handle it, including the continual influx into our
lives of overbearing weirdos and senseless oddity. You just have to get used to it and
try not to lose your bearings or come out too far behind when you get blindsided.
Because you will. Sometimes it just keeps coming.

Louie is like the rest of us, but with the blinders taken off, the ones that give us a little
relief from the onslaught.
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Interesting- | loved the daughter yelling in Slovenian. | thought Louie expressed
surprise, discomfort and maybe even a little prejudice (un-American? afterall
Louie is Mexican and speaks no spanish) during that scene. | thought it also
perfectly expressed the raising of children- that one day your realize they are
real people apart from you, and are influenced beyond your control (i.e. leaming
Slovenian). In terms of advancing the daughter's character; the younger one is
the thorn in Louie's side and she's headstrong. | thought the scene supported
and furthered those characteristics.
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My husband and | love watching Louie. Some episodes are very comedic and very
true fo life like "Barney/never” and some are very cerebral and abstract like the "Dad”
episode. If you haven't watched season one and two rent them!
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All his shows make you think even if you don't always laugh at all parts. The show with
Parkey Posey was about as lyrical as | have seen anywhere as well as the show in
Afghanistan with the duck.

It was literature as it made one think and "digest" rather than react _and every year he
throws all the old stuff away and staris over.....
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C.K. was inspired to make movies by Putney Swope. If you're familiar with Robert
Downey Sr, you'll understand why C_K.s stuff works like it does.
4 SEP 2012 8:34 PN
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Hey Folks. Looking forward to any discussion about this. Last night | was thinking
there's something almost existential about "Louie,” that his show and some of its more
absurdist detours reveal something of the peculiar experience of each individual in an
increasingly fractured world. The car crash that evokes panic in the sireets and
merely a shrug from Louie in the Never episode comes fo mind. Am | taking this too
far?

1 did listen to the Marc Maron podcast today (I know, I'm late to that party) and heard
Louie falk about "Putney Swope." I'm eager to check it out. I'm only vaguely familiar
with Robert Downey Sr.'s work.
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He's completely honest. That's why the show is so great.
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A big part of the show's ability to make things so uncompromisingly uncomfortable yet
mesmerizing, is the amount of personal artistic control that CK has over it. He does it
all. It's his vision through and through. So. if he wants to take us down a dark and
absurd path, there's no one there to sew doubt into his mind about whether it's a good
idea. | find that Louie goes too far sometimes...and | love the show for that. If | was.
always comfortable then he wouldn't be pushing the envelope.
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Fantastic article. It adeptly articulated things | knew but couldn't have put to words

myself, and brought to light what | already knew but didn't recognize. Thanks.
9 SEP 2012 10:45 AW
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"Louie" is to TV comedy what "The Wire" is to drama. The best ever.
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SLATE'S CULTURE BLOG |
The Long Takes of
Louie, the Most

Character Studies:
Pamela from Louie

000

The Best Milkmaid,
and Other Winners of
Belarus’ Strangest
Contests

By David Haglund

Over the past year Bridesmaids has gotten a lot of

credit for supposedly proving that women “can be z
Why It's Time to End
Speculation About
Race in Genomics

funny” and “are the equal of men in vulgarity.” If

you're a fan of stand-up—or, perhaps, a
reasonably astute observer of human behavior—
you may have asked yourself (rhetarically,
because it's fun to ask yourself rhetorical
questions), “These things needed proof?” From
Phyllis Diller to Joan Rivers to Roseanne Barr to
Laura Kightlinger to Sarah Silverman and beyond,
stand-up comediennes have demonstrated these

things many times aver

And so have the two TV shows created by

Pamela Adlon at the 'Louie’

America's current top comic—a man, as it

premiere last June.
Photo by Katy Winn/Getty imsges  N@PPENs—Louis C.K. Kightlinger herself had a

Griffin Technology -
Survivor Case for

recurring role on his underrated Lucky Louie, but

the real exemplar of female frankness both on that show and on his current FX comedy AFP"’;:Z‘;’J;A"'
Louie is not a comic by trade, but an award-winning voice-actor: Pamela Adlon. §79%
Even if you haven't seen Adlon before, there's a good chance you've heard her voice—or @GRIFFIN
some variation of it. She won an Emmy back in 2002 for providing the pipes of Bobby Hill, the -

teenage Texan on Mike Judge's King of the Hill. She waon for a hilarious episode in which S ashbla
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Bobby learns self-defense in a class otherwise populated by women—also known as the

“That's my purse!” episode:

Adlon first met C K. when she was cast on HBO's Lucky Louie, and C.K. has said that
working with her was a revelation to him. For the first time, he felt like he was part of a
comedy team. Adlon told Terry Gross it was “like doing community theater " On the show

she plays Louie's wife, and she gives as good as—no, much better than—she gets

After Lucky Louie was canceled, C K. created a series that is as close to a one-man show
as it is probably possible for scripted television to get: C K writes, directs, produces, edits
and stars in Louie. Yet he still doesn't do it alone: In addition to all the behind-the-camera
folks (some of whom he's been working with since his black-and-white short-film days), he
also brought Adlon along, and cast her in the show's second-most important role. As
Pamela, the kindred spirit who has no interest in Louie beyond friendship, Adlon provides a
kind of emotional port without which the lonely Louie might seem too desperately out at sea

(Pamela is a single mom, as Louie is a single dad; both are single parents in real life, too.)

And she plays a role behind the camera as well: For the second season, she assumed a
role as execulive producer. The luny Q&A wilh C.K. thal Slate pop crilic Junah Weiner
posted on his website (after profiling C.K. for Rolling Stone) reveals some of the back-and-
forth between Adlon and C.K. about the latter's comedy, suggesting just how involved she is

in helping craft the show's voice.
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