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INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to a Notice of Appeal fil&kptembed 7, 2014, Applicant, No Surprises
Software, LLC hereby appeals the Examining Attorisefjnal refusal to registehe mark
VIEWABILL for "Providing a website featuring online technology that allows clients of hourly
service providers and hourly service providers to share activity informationeah tamre basis
in International Class 5. The Examining Attorney rejected the appligatioternational Class
35 pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 8128)(1) andTMEP 81209,et seqon the grounds that the
VIEWABILL mark is merely descriptive of the services that are the subjebeddplication.
Applicant respectfully requests that the Trademark Trial and Appeal Boase the refusal to
register the mark for the above services. In the alternative, in the ev&uattedoes not agree
with Applicant, Applicant requests that the present application be amended to thenSargpl

Register.

Il. STATEMENT OF FACTS
OnNovember 30, 201, 2Applicant filed an application to registityre markVIEWABILL
on the Principal Registdéor use in connection with the followingervices

Providing an on-line system for clients of hourly service providers and the hourly
service providers to share activity information on a real time baSikss35

The application was filed on the basis of intentisethe mark with the services

OnMarch 26, 2013, an Office Action was issued requiring that the description of the
services be clarified. On September 16, 2013, a Response to Office Aatidibedt amending
the description of the services to read:

Providing a website featuring online technology that allows clients of hourly

service providers and hourly service providers to share activity information on a
real time basign Class 35.



At the same time, Applicant filed an Amendment to Allege use, claiming a first use date o
March, 2013.

The Amendment to Allege Use was accepted. However, on
October 9, 2013, the Examining Attorney issued a further Office Action refusirggregigin of
Applicant's mark on the Principal Register pursuant to Section 2(e)(1) oatiaun Act, 15
U.S.C. 8§ 1052(e)(1) and TMEP 88 1209.01, 120%03¢eq. on the grounds the mark merely
describes feature of applicant's services as follows:

Applicant’s mark is VIEVABILL for providing a website featuring online
technology that allows clients of hourly service providers and hourly service
providers to share activity information on a real time basis. Applcaratk is
the telescope wording VIEW A BILL. According aipplicant specimen of
record the online technology enables users to information on the details of legal
bills. Therefore, the applicant’s mark merely describes the function of the
services, which is to provide the means to view a bill.

The Examining Attorney noted that Applicant could amend the application to sedkatems
on the Supplemental Register.

On February 18, 2014, Applicant filed a Response to Office Action in which it was
pointed out that Applicant's mark was, at most, suggestive, as the services proiggdidant
under the VIEWABILL mark did not relate to a "bill", but rather, to entries maae fari
receiving a bill. As Applicant stated in the February 18, 2014 Response:

The Examining Attorney in this case erroneously contémaisthe
VIEWABILL mark is merely descriptive of Applicant's services because,
contrary to the Examining Attorney's contention, Applicant's technology does not
provide information or details regarding legal bills. Quite the contrary. Althoug
the specime that was submitted made reference to legal "bills", Applicant's
technology does not relate to viewing of bills. Instead, as shown by a printout
from Applicant's website, www.viewabill.com, Applicant's technology enables
hourly service providers and their clients to review time and other entries, and
make changes as agreed upon, on a real time basis and critically before a bill has
ever been issued.



On March 21, 2014, the Examining Attorney issued an Office Action maintaining and
making final the refuddo register the mark on the Principal Registerthe grounds the mark is
merely descriptive pursuant to Section 2(e)(1) of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 105&(€)(1)

TMEP 88 120%t seq

II. ARGUMENT
A. Applicant's VIEWABILL Mark is Not Merely Descriptive of the Services

As Applicant pointed out to the Examining Attorney in this case, the law is well settled
thata mark will be deemed to be merely descripow if it "immediately conveys information™
about an ingredient, characteristic, function or feature of a product or serS8ee,'e.g., In re
MBNA America Bank N.A67 U.S.P.Q.2d 1778, 1780 (Fed. Cir. 2008)e Time Solutions
Inc.,33 U.S.P.Q.2d 1156, 1157 (T.T.A.B. 19948 also Abercrombie & Fitch Co. v. Hunting
World, Inc.,189 U.S.P.Q. 759, 765 (2d Cir. 1976) ("A term is descriptive if it forthwith conveys
an immediate idea of the ingredients, qualities or characteristics of tds.§odt is rot
sufficient, however, that the term may convey an indefinite scrap of infermaltiout the goods
or services, it must provide the consumer with an unambiguous idea as to the natuee of thos
goods or servicesSee Blisscraft of Hollywood v. United Plastics 81 U.S.P.Q. 55, 60 (2d
Cir. 1961) ("Unless a word gives some reasonably accurateme tolerably distinct knowledge
— as to [the goods], it is not descriptive within the meaning of trademark termytiplog

By contrast, a mark is suggestivewhen the goods or services are encountered under
the mark, a multstage reasoning process, or the utilization of imagination, thought or
perception, is required in order to determine what attributes of the goods ors#reiceark
indicates. See, a., In re Abcor Development Cor20Q0 U.S.P.Q. 215, 218 (C.C.P.A. 1978);
re MayerBeaton Corp.223 U.S.P.Q. 1347, 1349 (T.T.A.B. 1984). Indeeis, Board has often
recognized that there is a thin line of demarcation between a suggestive markeaxetya
descriptive one, with the determination of which category a mark falls irgoen¢ly being a
difficult matter involving a good measure of subjective judgm&de, e.g., In re Atavi@s
U.S.P.Q.2d 1361 (T.T.A.B. 1992)) re TMS Corp. of the Amieas, 200 U.S.P.Q. 57, 58
(T.T.A.B. 1978). As a result, to the extent any doubt exists as to whether a macistisdes



that doubt must be resolved in the applicant's favor, and the mark will not then be refused
registration on descriptiveness groun&ge, e.g., Atavi@s U.S.P.Q.2d at 1368) re Aid
Laboratories, Inc.221 U.S.P.Q. 1215, 1216 (T.T.A.B. 1983), &mde Gourmet Bakers, Inc.,
173 U.S.P.Q. 565 (T.T.A.B. 1972). Indeed,

[tlhe burden is initially on the United States Patent and Trade@ffice to make

a prima facie showing that the mark or word in question is descriptive from the
vantage point of purchasers of applicant's goods and, where doubt exists as to
whether a term is descriptive, such doubt should be resolved in favor of the
applicant. In re Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner, and Smith, In828 F.2d 1567, 4
USPQ2d 1141, 1144 (Fed. Cir. 1987).

In re Box Solutions Corp79 USPQ2d 1953, 1955 (TTAB 2006). The Examining Attorney has

utterly failed to make suchm@ima facieshowing as the VIEWABILL mark is not descriptive
when used in connection with the services that are the subject of the presentiapplichthat
are provided by Applicant.

Applicant's mark is VIEWABILL. The relevant inquiry is, what is a "bill". Bill" in
the context of the present application is the equivalent of a invoice. Specificdlly, and
"invoice" are defined as:

bill ... 1. An itemized list of fees or chargeAlgbster's Il New College Dictionaay p.
109 (1999))

bill n.1 an anount of money owed for goods supplied or services rendered, set out in a

printed or written statement of chargéfi¢ New Oxford American Dictionaay
p. 163 (Second Edition 2005))

invoice. . . 1. An itemized list of goods shipped or services rendered, with an account of

all costs: BILL Webster's 1l New College Dictionaaf p. 584 (1999))

invoice n.1 a list of goods sent or services provided, with a statement of the sum due for

these; a bill The New Oxford American Dictionaay p. 887 (Second Edition
2005))

Copies of the relevant pages from the above dictionaries are attached asExhibit

! The Board may take judicial notice of dictionary definitioSee, e.g., In re SP%3
USPQ2d 1592, 1593 n. 2 (TTAB 2002).



A "bill" is, by definition, a document that sets out an amount of money that is owed for
goods purchased or services provided. However, the servicesqudyidhpplicant relate to
providing clients of hourly service providers and hourly service provitierability to fiare
activity information on a real time badisforea bill is generated. As the specimen submitted by
Applicant in its September 16, ZDAmendment to Allege Use states:

With reattime access to all your outside counsel's time entries you can stop

wondering, and start experiencing peace of mind that they are using begt billi
practices.

* % %

The Columbus Dispatch
"Keep track of . . attorneys' hours in real time so [clients] aren't surprised by the
bill at the end of the month.

* % %

Prevent Crammed Hours
You can see each entry and when it was entered, encouraging your outside
counsel to use best practices and to enter hours riggular
Manage all your outside counsel from one intuitive dashboard, or set alerts and
notifications to stay informed on only the most important matters. Viewabill
works for you, on your terms. Whether you actively review entries and
collaborate with outside counsel in real time, or just want Viewabill to inform you
before there is a problem, having the option to access your data anytivieeeay
will encourage your outside counsel to use best practices.
The literal meaning of Applicant's VIEWABILL mark ieat a consumer can "View" (see)
his/her "Bill" (invoice). It, therefore, only describes a situation in whiokex would be able to
see a final bill of charges for services provided.
That is not what is provided by Applicant under the VIEWABILL maRather, the

services provided under the VIEWABILL mark serve as an interface betweeromeusind

hourly service provider that enables réale evaluation of time entridgeforea bill is issued.

That is, the entries can be see, evaluated and gobed before an invoice setting out the



charges is issuedbeforethere is a bill. In fact, users of Applicant's services will continue to
receive the "bills" directly from the hourly service provider, they menake the ability to see
the entries of tbse hourly service providers befaech a bill is issuedA consumer, seeing the
mark, would therefore have to exercise his/her imagination to make a leafh&diteral
meaning of the mark see a final bill of chargesto what is actually providedsee time entries
from hourly service providers before a bill of charges is issued.

Applicant's mark is analogous to a mark like AIR-CARE, which was found by thel Boa
to be suggestive, rather than merely descriptive, when used in connection witmaraiate
services for inhalation therapy equipme8ee Airco, Inc. v. Air Products & Chemicals, Inc.,
196 U.S.P.Q. 832, 835 (T.T.A.B. 1977). Indeed, the Board's rationale in that case applies
equally in this case.

The mark "AIRCARE" is . . . not merelyeakcriptive as applied to
applicant's services. The literal meaning of the mark, namely, "care of'the ai
may, through an exercise of mental gymnastics and extrapolation suglgest or
at the nature of applicant's services, but it does not, in anyotlpagcise way,
serve merely to describe applicant's preventive maintenance program fealhospi
and medical anesthesia and inhalation therapy equipment and the like.

Id. at 835. As with the AIR-CARE mark, Applicant's VIEWABILL mark does not in aegcl
or precise way serve merely to describe Applicant's technology is desigmeable & user to

review time and cost entries on a raale basideforea bill is generated, and Applicant's

VIEWABILL mark is notmerely descriptive of Applicaistservices.There is in this case a
multi-link chain or multistage reasoning process tlsathe hallmark of a suggestive, and not
descriptiveterm. See, e.g., In re Tennis in the Round 1669 U.S.P.Q. 496, 498 (T.T.A.B.
1978). Thus, Applicant's VIEWABILL mark is not descriptivethe services that are the
subject of the present application and are, instatost merely suggestive.

B. In The Alternative, the Application Should beAmended to the
Supplemental Register

In the event the Board disagrees with Applicant and concludes that the VIEWABILL

mark is descriptive, Applicant respectfully requests and moves the B@arthe present



application be remanded to the Examining Attorney for amendment of the applicathe
Supplemental Register, whiékpplicant notes the Examining Attorney advised was available in

theOctober 9, 2013 Office Action.

IV.  CONCLUSION

The burden to show a mark is ineligible for registration lies with the Tra@teDifice.
Cf. In re Merrill Lynch4 U.S.P.Q.2d 1141, 1143 (Fed. Cir. 19&8e also MEP § 1209.02
(indicating that a deterination that a mark is merely descriptive should be supported with
appropriate evidence). Applicant submits that the Examining Attorney thed taicarry this
burden, and that the evidence of record is insufficient to show that the/hEMKABILL is
merely descriptive when used with Applicant's services of enabling custamehourly service
providersto share activity information on a real time badioreover, to the extent any doubt
exists as to whethapplicant's KIDCARD mark is descriptive, that doubt must be resolved in
Applicant's. See, e.g., Atavi@5 U.S.P.Q.2d at 1363.

For the foregoing reasons, Applicaaespectfullysubmits that it IEWABILL mark 5
not merely descriptive of the services that are the subject of the present applaadidhe
refusal to registeshould be reversedAlternatively,in the event that the Board does not agree
with Applicant that th&/IEWABILL mark is not merely descriptive of Applicanservices,
Applicant requests that the Board remand the application to the Examining Attomegess

the application as one seeking registration of the mark on the SupplementalrRegiste



Respectfully submitted,

WOOD, HERRON & EVANS, L.L.P.

Dated: November 14, 2014 By: Cﬂl\lbdb\k 7\) , MD

Theodore R. Remaklus

2700 Carew Tower

441 Vine Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2917
Phone 513-241-2324

Fax 513-241-6234

E-mail tremaklus@whe-law.com
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Webster’s 11

New College Dictionary

e ——

<
Houghton Mifflin Company
Boston « New York



Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their usage.
Words that are known to have current trademark registrations are
shown with an‘initial capital and are also identified as trademarks.
No investigation has been made of common-law trademark rights in
any word, because such investigation is impracticable. The inclusion
of any word in this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the
Publisher’s opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary
rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded as
affecting the validity of any trademark.

Copyright © 1999, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights
reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying
and recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system
without the prior written permission of Houghton Mifflin Company
unless such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law.
Address inquiries to Reference Permissions, Houghton Mifflin
Company, 222 Berkeley Street, Boston MA 02116.

Ilustrations azimuthal equidistant projection and sinusoidal
projection © 1986 by The American Congress on Surveying and

Mapping.
ISBN 0-395-96214-5
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Webster’s I new college dictionary.
p. cm.
ISBN 0-395-70869-9 (alk. paper)
1. English language — Dictionaries. 1. Webster’s Il new
Riverside University dictionary
PE1628.W55164 1995

423 —dc20 95-5833

CIpP

For information about this and other Houghton Mifflin trade
and reference books and multimedia products, visit
The Bookstore at Houghton Mifflin on the World Wide Web at

http://www.hmco.com/trade/.

Printed in the United States
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big league o billing

big league n. 1. A major league, 2. Big time. —big leaguer n
big-league (big/lég’) adj. 1. Major-league. 2. Outstanding in one's
field <a big-league publisher>
big-mouth (big’ mouth’) n. 1. Any of various fishes with unusually
large mouths. 2. Slang. A gossipy or loud-mouthed person.
big-mouthed (big’ mouthd’, -moutht’) adj. 1. Having a large
mouth. 2. Speaking indiscreetly or loudly : Loup-MoUTHED.
big-name (big/nam’) adj. 1. Of superior rank in popular acknowl-
edgment. 2. Of or involving one that is big-name.
big:no«ni-a (big-nd’né-a) n. [NLat. Bignonia, genus name, after
lean-Paul Bignon (1662—1743).] A plant of the genus Bignonia, esp. B
capreolata, a woody vine
big-ot (big/at) n. [Fr. < OFr.| One fanatically devoted to one’s own
group, religion, race, or politics and intolerant of those who differ.
—big’ot-ed ad). —big’ot-ed:ly adv. —big’ot.ed-ness n
big-ot.ry (big’a-tré) n. The attitude, state of mind, or behavior char-
acteristic of a bigot : INTOLERANCE.
big shot n. Slang An influential or important person.
big stick n. A display or threat, esp. of military force,
big-tick.et (big’tikit) adj. Informal. Having a high price : Expen-
SIVE <big-ticket items such as cars and private planes>
big time n. Slang. The most prestigious level of achievement in a
competitive field. —big/-time’ ad). —big’~tim'er n.
big toe n. The largest toe of the human foot.
big top n. Informal. 1. circus lc. 2. circus 1a, b.
big tree n. The giant sequoia.
big wheel n. Slang. A person of importance or authority.
big-wig (big’/wig') n. Slang. A big wheel.
Bisha«ri (bi-hi’té) n., pl -ris. 1. A native or inhabitant of Bihar, 2.
The Indic language of the Biharis
bi-jou (bé’zhoo’) ., pl -joux (-zhéo’, -zhdoz') [Fr. < Breton bizou,
ring with a stone < biz, finger.) A small, exquisitely crafted trinket.
bi.jou-te.rie (bé-zhdo’ta-ré) n. [Fr] A collection of trinkets.
bike (bik) n. [Short for Bicvcre.] 1. A bicycle. 2. A motorcycle. 3. A
motorbike. —vi. biked, bik+ing, bikes. To ride a bike
bik«er (bi’kar) n. A motorcyclist, esp. a member of a motorcycle
gang
bike.way (bik’wi’) n. A roadway for bicycles.
bi-ki+ni (bi-ké’né) n. [Fr. < Bikini, an atoll in the Marshall Islands.)
1. A very brief two-piece bathing suit for women. 2. Brief underpants
encircling the hips rather than the waist,
bi-la«bi.al (bi-la’bé-al) adj. 1. Pronounced or articulated with both
lips, as the consonants b, p, m, and w. 2. Relating to both lips. —n. A
bilabial sound or consonant, —bisla’bi-al.ly adv
bi-la-bi-ate (bi-la’bé-it, -at’) adj, Bot. Having two lips, as a flower
or corolla.
bil-an.der (bii’an-dor, bi’lan-) n. [Du. bijlander: bij, by (< MDu
bie) + land, land (< MDu.).] A small two-masted sailing vessel, used
esp. along the coasts of, and on canals in the Low Countries
bi-lat.er.al (bi-lit’ar-3l) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or having two sides
: TWO-SIDED, 2. Having two symmetric sides. 3. Affecting or under-
taken by two sides equally : binding on both parties <a bilateral trade
agreement> —bi.lat’er-al-ism n. —bi.lat’er.al.ly adv. —bi.
lat’er.aliness n
bil-ber.ry (bil’bér’¢) n. [Prob. of Scand. orig.| 1. Any, of several
shrubby plants of the genus Vaccinium, having edible blue or blackish
berries. 2. The fruit of a bilberry plant.
bil-bo (bil’bd) n., pl. -boes. [Poss, after Bilbao, Spain.] An iron bar
with sliding fetters once used to shackle the feet of prisoners.
bil.:dungs-rosman (bil’ doongz-ro-min’, -déongks- ) or Bils
dungs.ro-man n. [G. : Bildung, formation + Roman, novel.] A
novel whose subject is the moral, psychological, and intellectual de-
velopment of a usu. youthful main character.
bile (bil) n. [Fr. < Lat. bilis.] 1. A bitter, alkaline, brownish-yellow or
greenish-yellow liquid secreted by the liver, stored in the gallbladder,
and discharged into the duodenum, that helps digestion chiefly by sa-
ponifying fats, 2. Ill temper : [RASCIBILITY.
bile acid n. Any of the liver-generated steroid acids that appearin the
bile as sodium salts.
bile duct n. Any of the passages in the liver that convey bile from
the liver to the hepatic duct, uniting with the cystic duct to form the
common bile duct.
bile salt n. 1. Any of the sodium salts of the bile acids occurring in
the bile. 2. A mixture of ox-gall salts used medicinally as a laxative or
hepatic stimulant
bilge (bilj) n. [Prob. alteration of suLce.] 1. The lowest inner part of
a ship’s hull. 2. Bilge water. 3. The bulging part of a cask or barrel. 4.
Slang. Nonsense. —v. bilged, bilg-ing, bilg.es. —vi. 1. To spring
a leak in the bilge. 2. To swell or bulge. —vt. To break open the bilge
of. —bilg’y adj
bilge keel n. Either of two beams or fins fastened lengthwise along
the outside of a ship’s bilge to prevent heavy rolling.
bilge water n. Water that seeps into a ship’s bilge

6o boot ouout ththin ththis wcut drurge yyoung
yoo abuse zh vision 2 about, item, edible, gallop, circus

bil-har.zi-a-sis (bil’hir-zi’a-sis) n. [< NLat. Bilharzia, genus
name, after Theodor Bilharz (1825—1862).) Schistosomiasis.
bilsisarey (bil’&-ér'¢) adj. Of or relating to bile.
biliary cirrhosis n. Progressive inflammatory disease of the liver
caused by obstruction of the bile duct,
bi-lin-e-ar (bi-lin’é-ar) adj. Math. Linear with respect to each of
two variables or positions.
bi+lin-gual (bi-ling/ gwal) adj. 1. Able to speak two languages with
equal facility. 2. Of, relating to, or expressed in two languages. — bi.
lin’gual n. —bi.lin’gual-ly adv.
bi-lin-gual-ism (bi-ling’ gwa-liz’sm) n. Habitual use of two lan-
guages, esp. in speaking
bil-ious (bil’yas) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or containing bile : BILIARY,
2. Relating to, characterized by, or experiencing gastric distress caused
by sluggishness of the liver or gallbladder. 3. Like bile, esp. in color. 4.
Irascible : peevish. —bil’ious-ly adv. —bil’ious.ness n.
bilsi-ru.bin (bil'{-r60’ bin,bil’i-r60’) n. [Lat. bilis; bile + ruber, red
+ -iN.| A reddish-yellow organic compound, Cy3HyOgN,, derived
from hemoglobin during normal and pathological destruction of eryth:
rocytes.
bil-i-ver.din (bil'{-vir’d in, bil’f-viir’-) n. [Swed.: Lat, bilis + OFt
verd, green. —see VERDANT.] A green compound, CiyHysO¢N,, occur-
ring in bile, occas. formed by oxidation of bilirubin.
bilk (bilk) vt. bilked, bilk.ing, bilks. [Perh. an altefation of 8AL&.]
1. To defraud, swindle, or cheat. 2. To evade payment of. 3. To thwart
or frustrate. 4. To elude. —n. 1. A cheat. 2. A swindle or hoax.
—bilk’er n
bill! (bil) n. [ME bille < Norman Fr. < Med. Lat. billa, alteration of
bulla, seal on a document < Lat., bubble.] 1. An itemized list of fees
or charges. 2. A list of items, as a menu. 3. Theatrical entertainment,
4. An advertising poster or public natice. 5. A piece of legal paper
money. 6. A commercial note, as a bill of exchange. 7. A draft of a
proposed law presented to a legislative body for approval. 8. Law. A
document presented to a court and containing a formal statement of a
case, petition, or complaint, — vz, billed, bill.ing, bills. 1. To pre-
sent a statement of charges or costs to, 2. To enter on a statement of
costs or on an itemized list. 3. To announce, advertise, or schedule by
public notice or as part of a program. —£ill the bill. Informal. To
meet all requirements. — foot the bill. Informal. To pay the cost of
in full
bill2 (bil) n. [ME < OE bile.] 1. The horny beak of a bird. 2. A beaklike
mouth part, as of a turtle. 3. The visor of a cap. 4. The tip of an anchor
fluke. —vi. billed, bill.ing, bills. To touch beaks together.
bill! (bil) n. [ME bil < OE.] 1. A billhook, 2. A halberd or similar
weapon with a long handle and hooked blade.
bil-la-bong (bil’5-bong’, -bdng’) n. [Native word in Australia.]
Austral. 1. A dead-end channel extending from the main stream of a
river. 2. A streambed filled with water only in the rainy season. 3, A
backwater or stagnant pool.
bill-board (bil’bord’, -bord’) n. A structure that displays advertise-
ments in public places or alongside highways.
bill.er (bil’ar) n. One, as a clerk or a machine, that makes out bills.
bil-let! (bil’1t) n. [ME, official register < OFr. billette, dim. of bulle,
document < Med. Lat. bulla, document, seal < Lat., bubble.] 1. a.
Board and lodging for troops, esp. in a civilian building. b. A written
order to provide a billet. 2. Informal. A position of employment : jo8,
3. Archaic. A short letter : NoTe. —v. ~letsed, -let.ing, -lets.
—vt. 1. a. To quarter (soldiers), esp. in civilian buildings. b. To serve
(a person) with a written order to provide a billet. 2, To assign lodging
to. —vi. To be quartered : LODGE.
bil:let? (bil’it) n. [ME < OFr. billette, dim. of bille, log < Med, Lat.
billus, poss. of Celt. orig.] 1. A short thick piece of wood, as firewood.
2. One of a series of log-shaped or square decorations on a molding. 3.
a. A bar of steel or iron in an intermediate manufacturing stage. b. A
small ingot of nonferrous metal. 4. a. The section of a harness strap
that passes through a buckle. b. A loop or pocket for holding the
tongue of a harness strap.
bil-let-doux (bil’a-d6o’) n., pl. bil-lets-doux (-dGoz’) [Fr: bil:
let, short note + doux, sweet.] A love letter.
bill-fish (bil’fish’) o, pl. billfish or -fish.es. 1. A fish of the
family Istiophoridae, as a marlin or sailfish, with an elongated spear-
like or swordlike snout and upper jaw. 2. Any of various other fishes
with long pointed jaws,
bill-fold (bil’fold’) #. A folding pocket-sized case for money and per-
sonal papers.
bill-head (bil’héd’) n. A sheet of paper with a business name and
address printed at the top, used for invoicing.
bill-hook (bil”hdok’) n. A tool with a curved blade attached to a
handle, used esp. for clearing brush and for rough pruning.
bil:liard (bil’yard) n. A shot in billiards : cArom. —bil” liard ad;
bil.liards (bil’ yardz) pl.n. [Fr. billard ] (sing. in number). 1. A game
played on an oblong cloth-covered table with raised cushioned edges,
in which a long tapered cue is used to hit three small balls. 2. A game
similar to billiards, as one that is played on a table with pockets,
bill-ing (bil’Ing) n. 1. Relative importance of theatrical performers
as indicated by the position and type size in which their names appear
on marquees, programs, or advertisements. 2. a. Advertising. b. often
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in vistro (In vé’trd) adj. & adv. [NLat,, in glass.] In an artificial
environment outside the living organism.

in visvo (in vé’vé) adj. & adv. [NLat,, in a living body.] Within a
living organism.

insvo.ca-tion (in’va-ki’shan) n. [ME < OFr. < Lat. invocatio <
invocare, to invoke.] 1, The act or process of invoking, esp. an appeal
to a higher power for assistance, 2. An invocatory prayer, as at the
opening of a religious service, 3. a. An act of conjuring up a spirit by
incantation. b. An incantation used in conjuring.

in+vocea-to-ry (In-vok’a-tdr'e, -tor'e) adj. Of, relating to, or like
an invocation.

in-voice (in’vois') n. [Alteration of obs. invoyes, pl. of invoy, in-
voice < Fr. envoy < envoyer, to send. —see ENvoY.] 1. An itemized
list of goods shipped or services rendered, with an account of all costs
: BILL. 2. The goods or services listed in an invoice. — vt. -voiced,
-voic-ing, -voic«es. To make an invoice of or submit an invoice to
: BILL,

in.voke (in-vok’) vt. -voked, -vok-ing, -vokes. [OFr. invoquer
< Lat. invocare : in-, in + vocare, to call.] 1. To call on for aid, sup-
port; or inspiration. 2. To appeal to or cite in support or justification.
3. To call for eamestly : sortciT. 4. To call forth with incantations :
CONJURE. 5. To resort to : iMpLEMENT <The dictator invoked martial
law.> —in.vok’'er n.

in.vol.u.cel (in-v5l’ya-sél') n. [NLat. involucellum, dim. of invo-
lucrum, involucre.] Bot. A secondary involucre, as at. the base of an
umbellule in a compound umbel.

in.vo:lu.cra (in'va-l6o’kra) n. pl. of INvoLUCRUM

insvo.lu«cre (in'va-166"kar) n. [NLat. involucrum, involucrum.] A
whorl of bracts beneath or around a flower or flower cluster, —~in'-
vo-lu’cral (-kral), int'vo-lu’crate (-krit, -krat’) adj.

insvo.lu.crum (in’va-lo’ krom) 1., pl..-cra (-kra) [NLat, < Lat,,
wrappér, envelope < involvere, to enwrap, — see INVOLVE.] An envel-
oping envelope or sheath.

inswvol-un-tar.y (in-vol’an-tr'¢) adj. 1. a. Not done willingly or
on purpose. b. Not involving or based on conscious choice. 2. Not sub-
ject to control : AUTOMATIC. —insvol'un-tar’i.l y (-tir’2-1¢) ady,
—in.vol’unstar’i-ness n.

* Syns: INVOLUNTARY, AUTOMATIC, INSTINCTIVE adj. core mean-
ing : not involving or based on conscious choice <an involuntary ex-
clamation of pain> INVOLUNTARY refers to what is not subject to the
control of the will <involuntary heart muscles> What is AUTOMATIC
is done or produced by the body without conscious control or aware-
ness. <gutomatic reflexes> INSTINCTIVE actions are directed by un-
learned inner drives <the instinctive migrations of birds>
<instinctive revulsion™> ant; VOLUNTARY

in.vo-lute (In’va-160t’) adj. [Lat. involutus, p.part, of involvere, to

enwrap. —see INVOLVE.] 1. Intricate : complex. 2. Bot. a. Having the
margins rolled inward. b. Having whorls that obscure the axis or other
volutions; as.the shell of a cowry. —n. Math, 1. The locus of 2 fixed
point on a taut, inextensible string as it unwinds from a fixed plane
curve. 2. The locus of any point on a tangent line as it rolls but does
not slile around a fixed curve. =in’voslute’ly adv

involute
Involute of a circle

'O X=rcos¢ +rd¢sined
y=rsing -ro¢cos ¢
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ihsvo-lu.tion (in'va-160 shan) n. [Lat. involutio < involvere, to en-
wrap, —see INVOLVE.] 1. The act of involving or state of being in-
volved. 2. a. Complexity : intricacy. b. Something intricate or
complex, as a complicated grammatical construction. 3. Math, Multi-
plication of a quantity by itself a specified number of times. 4. Biol.
Formation of a gastrula from a blastula by ingrowth of blastomeres at
the dorsal lip. —in’vo-lu’tion.al adj.
in.volve (in-vdly/) vt. -volved, -volv.ing, -volves. [ME in-
volven < OFr. involver < Lat. involvere, to enwrap : in-, in + volvere,
to.roll, turn.] 1. To include or contain as a part. 2. To have as an es-
sential feature or consequence : ENTAIL. 3. To draw in as a participant
<involved me in the discussion> 4. To OCCUPY Or ENgross : ABSORE. 5.
To make intricate : COMPLICATE. 6. To wrap : envelop. 7. Archaic. To
coil about. 8. Math. To raise (a number) to a specified power. —ine
volye’ment n. —in.volv’er n
in.volved (in-vdlvd’) adj. 1. Intricate : complicated. 2. Involute :
twisted. 3. Confused : tangled. —ine«volv’ed.ly (-vol’vid-l¢) ady,
in-vul.ner.a.ble (in-viil’nar-a-bal) adj. [Lat. invulnerabilis : in-,
not + vulnerare, to wound < vulnus, wound.) 1. Immune to attack :
IMPREGNABLE. 2. Incapable of being injured, damaged, or wounded.

—in.vul’ner.a-bil’i-ty, in.vul’ner-.a.ble:ness n. —in.
vul’ner.a.bly adv.

in.ward (in’ward) adj. [ME < OE inweard | 1. Located inside : tn-
NER. 2. Moving or directed toward the interior. 3. Of, relating to, or
existing in the thoughts or mind. 4. Closely acquainted : FAMILIAR.
—adv. 1. Toward the inside, center, or interior. 2. Toward the mind or
the self. —n. 1. An inner or central part. 2. An inner Spirit or essence.
3. inwards. Entrails : innards. —in’wards adv.

in-ward-.ly (in’ward-1é) adv. 1. On or in the inside : wiTHIN. 2. To
oneself : PRIVATELY <inwardly laughing>

insward+ness (in’ward-nls) n. 1. Intimacy : familiarity, 2. Preoc-
cupation with one’s own thoughts or feelings : INTROSPECTION, 3. Es-
sential or fundamental nature, 4. Internal 9ualny or essence,

in.weave (in-wév’) vt. -wove (-wov’), -wo-ven (-wo’van),
-weav-ing, -weaves. To weave into a fabric or design.

in-wind (in-wind’) v. var. of ENWIND.

inewrap (In-rip’) v. var. of ENWRAP.

in-wreathe (In-réth’) v. var. of ENWREATHE.

in.wrought (in-r6t/, in’r6t’) adj. 1. Worked or woven in. 2. With
a decorative pattern worked or woven in,

I-o (i’0) n. [Lat. < Gk. 16.] Gk. Myth. A maiden loved by Zeus and
transformed by Hera into a heifer.

iod- pref. var. of 10p0-.

iro«date (i’a>-dat’) vt. -dat.ed, -dat.ing, -dates. To iodize. —n
(i’a-dat’, -dit). A salt of iodic acid, —i’0-da’tion n

irod-ic acid (i-6d’1k) n. [Fr. iodique < jode, iodine.] A colorless or
white crystalline powder, HIO,, used as an antiseptic and deodorant

iso.dide (i/5-did’) n. A binary compound of iodine with a more elec-
tropositive atom or group.

i-n«dine (i’3-din’, -din, -dén’) n. (Fr. jode, iodine (< Gk. i6dés,
violet-colored < ion, violet) + -INe.] 1. Symbol T A lustrous, grayish-
black, corrosive, poisonous element having radioactive isotopes, esp, 1
131, used as tracers, in thyroid disease diagnosis and therapy, and in
compounds as germicides, antiseptics, and dyes; atomic number 53,
atomic weight 126,9044. 2. A tincture of iodine and sodium iodide,
Nal, or potassium iodide, KI, used as an antiseptic.

ico.dize (i’a-diz’) vt. -dized, -diz+ing, -diz-es. To treat or com-
bine with iodine or an iodide.

iodo~ or iod— pref. [Fr. iode, iodine.] lodine <iodoform>

is0+do-form (i-6”da-form’, 1-6d/2-) n. [10p0- + FORM(YL).] A yel-
lowish iodine compound, CHI,, used as an antiseptic.

isosdo-phor (i-6/da-for’) n. [topo- + -PHOR(E).] A substance made
up of iodine and a solubilizing agent that releases free iodine when in
solution,

i~o-dop-+sin (i'2-ddp’sin) n. A light-sensitive pigment in the retinal
cones of the eye.

i-0 moth (i/0) n. [After Jo, who was tormented by gadilies sent by
Hera as a punishment.] A large yellowish moth, Automeris io of North
America, with large eyelike spots on the hind wings.

icon (i’an, i’6n’) n. [< Gk. ion, something that goes, neuter pr.part
of ienai, to go.] An atom or a group of atoms that has acquired a net
electric charge by gaining or losing one of more electrons.

—ion suff. [ME < OFr. < Lat. -io, n. suffix.] 1. a. Action or process
<oxidization> b. Result of an action or process <indention> 2. State
or condition <hydration>

ion engine n. A rocket engine that develops thrust by expelling ions
rather than gaseous combustion products.

ion exchange n. A reversible chemical reaction between a solid
and a fluid mixture by means of which ions may be interchanged, used
in softening water and separating radioactive isotopes.

Irosnian (i-6/né-2n) adj. lonic 1. —I+o’nisan n

ison-ic (i-n’1k) adj. Of, having, or involving ions.

Ion-ic (i-5n’1k) ady. 1. Of or relating to lonia or the lonians. 2. Re-
lating to or designating the lonic order of architecture. —n. The an-
cient Greek dialect of Tonia.

ionic bond n. A chemical bond typical of salts, formed by the com-
plete transfer of one or more electrons from one kind of atom to an-
other,

Ionic order n. An order of classical Greek architecture marked by
two opposed volutes in the capital.
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Bi-har /bi‘har/ a state in northeastern India: capital,
Patna.

Bi-ha-ri /bi'harg) »n. 1 a native or inhabitant of Bihar.
2 a group of three closely related Indic languages,
Bhojpuri, Maithili, and Magahi, spoken principally
in Bihar.

*adj. of or relating to this people, their languages, or
Bihar. "from Hindi Bthar.

bijou /'béz1Go/ »ad). (esp. of a residence or business
establishment) small and elegant: the greasy spoons
have given way to bijou restaurants,

Pn (pl -joux |-z1HGO(z)/) archaic a jewel or trinket.
‘French, from Breton bizou ‘finger ring,' from biz
'finger.'

bi-joute-rie /bé'zHaotaré| *n. jewelry or trinkets:
strewn about were bric-a-brac and bijouterie. >French,
from BuoU.

bike [bik/ informal ®n. a bicycle or motorcycle: I'm
going by bike | (as adj| a bike ride,

»v. lintrans.| ride a bicycle or motorcycle: we hope to en-
courage as many people as possible to bike to work | |as n.|
(biking) the terrain is perfect for biking. late 19th
cent.: abbreviation.

bike lane »n. a division of a road marked off with
painted lines, for use by cyclists.

bike path »7. a path or road for bicycles and not
motor vehicles.

bik-er ['bikar/ ®n. informal a motorcyclist: [as adf] her
biker boyfriend. ®a member of a motorcycle gang or
club. ma cyclist: a mountain biker,

bike-way /'bik,wa/ »n. a path or lane for the use of bi-
cycles.

Bi-ki-ni /bi'kéné/ an atoll in the Marshall Islands, in
the western Pacific Ocean, used by the U.S. 1946-58
as a site for testing nuclear weapons.

biki-ni |bi'keng/ Pn. (pl. -nis) a very brief two-piece
swimsuit for women. ® (also bi-ki-nis) scanty under-
pants. ~1940s: named after Bikini, where an atomic
bomb was exploded in 1946 (because of the sup-
posed ‘explosive’ effect created by the garment),

bi-ki-ni line »n. the area of skin around the edge of
the bottom half of a bikini, used esp. with reference
to the cosmetic removal of the pubic hair in this
area.

Biko /'béko/, Steve (1946-77), South African radical
leader: full name Stephen Biko, He was banned from
political activity in 1973. After his death in police
custody, he became a symbol of heroic resistance to
apartheid.

Bi-kol [bi'kal/ (also Bi-col) »n. (pl. same or -kols) a
member of an indigenous people of southeastern
Luzon in the Philippines. ® the Austronesian lan-
guage of this people.

*adj. of or relating to this people or their language.

birla-bi-al /bi'labéal/ »adj. Phonetics (of a speech
sound) formed by closure or near closure of the lips,
asinp, b, m, w.

»n.a consonant sound made in such a way.

bi-lat-er-al [bi'lataral/ »adj. having or relating to two
sides; affecting both sides: bilateral hearing is essential

Jor sound location. ®involving two parties, usually
countries: the recently concluded bilateral agreements
with Japan. —bi-lat-er-akly adv.

bilateral sym-me-try »n. the property of being di-
visible into symmetrical halves on either side of a
unique plane.

bilay-er /'bi laar/ »n. Biochemistry a film two mole-
cules thick (formed, e.g., by lipids), in which each
molecule is arranged with its hydrophobic end di-
rected inward toward the opposite side of the film
and its hydrophilic end directed outward.

Bil-ba-o /bil'bou/ a seaport and industrial city in
northern Spain; pop. 372,200.

bil-ber-ry ['bil,beré/ »n. (pl. -ries) a hardy dwarf shrub
closely related to the blueberry, with red drooping
flowers and dark blue edible berries. * Genus Vac-
cinium, family Ericaceae; several species, including
the tundra bilberry (V. uliginosum). @ the small blue
edible berry of this plant. Plate 16th cent.: probably
of Scandinavian origin; compare with Danish bolle-
bar.

bil-bo /'bilbé/ *n. (pl. -bos or -boes) a sword used in
former times, noted for the temper and elasticity of
its blade. >mid 16th cent.; from Bilboa, an earlier
English form of the name Bwsao, noted for the
manufacture of fine blades,

bil-boes |'bilboz/ »plural n. an iron bar with sliding
shackles formerly used for confining a prisoner's
ankles. “mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.

Bil-dungs-ro-man |'bildSonGzre,man; 'belddbnGks-/
*n. a novel dealing with one person’s formative

years or spiritual education. »German, from Bildung
‘education’ + Roman ‘a novel.'

bile /bil/ »n. a bitter greenish-brown alkaline fuid
that aids digestion and is secreted by the liver and
stored in the gallbladder. ® figurative anger, irritabil-
ity: that topic is sure to stir up plenty of bile. >mid 16th
cent.: from French, from Latin bilis.

bile duct »n, the duct that conveys bile from the
liver and the gallbladder to the duodenum.

bi-lev-el |'bi leval/ (also bilev-el) bag) [attrib.| having
or functioning on two levels; arranged on two
planes: the unit’s bi-level design keeps water in the sink.
® denoting a style of two-story house in which the
lower story is partially sunk below ground level, and
the main entrance is between the two stories; split-
level. m denoting a railroad passenger coach or a bus
with seats on two levels,

. a bi-level house: a three-bedroom bi-level,

bilge [bilj/ »n. the area on the outer surface of a ship’s
hull where the bottom curves to meet the vertical
sides. ® (bilges) the lowest internal portion of the
hull. = bilgewater. ® figurative, informal nonsense;
rubbish: romantic bilge dreamed up by journalists.

P V. [trans.| archaic break a hole in the bilge of (a ship):
she was hopelessly bilged, her back broken, ©late 15th
cent.: probably a variant of BULGE,

bilge keel »n. each of a pair of plates or timbers fas-
tened under the sides of the hull of a ship to provide
lateral resistance to the water, prevent rolling, and
support its weight in dry dock.

bil-har-zi-a bil'harzés| » n. a chronic disease, endemic
in parts of Africa and South America, caused by in-
festation with blood flukes (schistosomes). Also
called BILHARZIASIS Or SCHISTOSOMIASIS. ® the fluke
(schistosome) itself. “mid 19th cent.: modern Latin,
former name of the genus Schistosoma, named after
T. Bilharz (1825-62), the German physician who dis-
covered the parasite,

bil-har-zi-a-sis /,bilhir'ziasis/ »n. Medicine another
term for BILHARZIA (the disease).

bil--ary |'bilé,eré; 'bilyaré/ »adj. Medicine of or relat-
ing to bile or the bile duct. “mid 18th cent.: from
French biliaire, from bile *bile."

bi-lin-e-ar [bi'linéar/ »ac). Mathematics 1 rare of, relat-
ing to, or contained by two straight lines, 2 of, re-
lating to, or denoting a function of two variables
that is linear and homogeneous in both independ-
ently.

bidin.gual /bi'linagwal/ ®adj. (of a person) speaking
two languages fluently: a bilingual secretary. ® (of a
text or an activity) written or conducted in two lan-
guages: bilingual dictionaries | bilingual education. ® (of
a country, city, or other community) using two lan-
guages, esp. officially: the town is virtually bilingual in
Dutch and German,

»n. a person fluent in two languages. “mid 19th
cent.: from Latin bilinguis, from bi- *having two' + lin-
gua 'tongue’ + -AL. —bidin-gualism /- lizam/ n.

bil-ious ['bilyas| »adj. affected by or associated with
nausea or vomiting: I had eaten something that didn't
agree with me and [ was a little bilious. ® (of a color) lurid
or sickly: a bilious olive hue. ® figurative spiteful; bad-
tempered: outbursts of bilious misogyny. @ Physiology of
orrelating to bile. mid 16th cent. (in the sense 'bil-
tary'): from Latin biliosus, from bilis ‘bile.' —bilious.
ly adv. —bil-ious-ness n.

bilsi-ru-bin /'bill,r56bin/ »n. Biochemistry an orange-
yellow pigment formed in the liver by the break-
down of hemoglobin and excreted in bile. >late
19th cent.: coined in German from Latin bilis ‘bile’ +
ruber ‘red’ +-IN1.

bil-i-ver-din /,bila'vardn; 'bili, vardn| »n. Biochemistry a
green pigment excreted in bile. It is an oxidized de-
rivative of bilirubin.

bilk /bilk/ informal ®v. [trans] 1 obtain or withhold
money from (someone) by deceit or without justifi-
cation: cheat or defraud: government waste has bilked
the taxpayer of billions of dollars. ® obtain (money)
fraudulently: some businesses bilk thousands of dollars
from unsuspecting elderly consumers. 2 archaic evade;
elude: I ducked into the pantry, bilking Edward for the
third time this week. “mid 17th cent. (originally used
in cribbage meaning 'spoil one's opponent's score’):
perhaps a variant of BALK. —bilk-er .

bill* /bil/ »a. 1 an amount of money owed for goods
supplied or services rendered, set out in a printed or
written statement of charges: he was running up a bill
of hundreds of dollars | the bill for their meal came to $17.
2 a draft of a proposed law presented to parliament
for discussion: a debate over the civil rights bill. 3 a pro-
gram of entertainment, esp. at a theater: she was
top of the bill at America’s leading vaudeville house.

4 a banknote; a piece of paper money: a ten-dollar
bill. 5 a poster or handbill: the circus promoters were
posting bills all over town.

P |trans| 1 (usu. be billed) list (a person or event) in
a program: they were billed to appear but didn't show up,
= (bill someone/something as) describe someone or
something in a particular, usually promotional,
way, esp. as a means of advertisement: he was billed
as “the new Sean Connery.” 2 send a note of charges to
(someone): we shall be billing them for the damage caused
| [with two objs.] he had been billed $3,000 for his license.
® charge (a sum of money): we billed her $400,000.
“Middle English (denoting a written list or catalog):
from Anglo-Norman French bille, probably based on
medieval Latin bulla ‘seal, sealed document’ (see also
BULL?), —bill-a-ble adj.

»PHRASES o fit (or fill) the bill be suitable for a par-
ticular purpose: a partner is an ally or a companion, and
Yyou don't seem to fit the bill. © foot (or pick up) the bill
see FOOT (sense 1 of the verb).

billz »n. the beak of a bird, esp. when it is slender,
flattened, or weak, or belongs to a web-footed bird
or a bird of the pigeon family. @ the muzzle of a
platypus. ® the point of an anchor fluke. ® Brit. a stiff
brim at the front of a cap.

»v. |intrans.| (of birds, esp. doves) stroke bill with bill
during courtship. ©Old English bile, of unknown
origin. —billed adj. [usu. in combination] the red-billed
weaverbird,

»PHRASE 0 bill and coo informal exchange caresses or
affectionate words; behave or talk in a very loving
or sentimental way.

bill3 »n. a medieval weapon like a halberd with a
hook instead of a blade. >0ld English bil; related to
German Bille ‘ax.’

bil-la-bong /'bila,bdNG/ P n. Austral. a branch of a river
forming a backwater or stagnant pool, made by
water flowing from the main stream during a flood.
Pmid 19th cent.; from Wiradhuri bilabang (original-
ly as the name of the Bell River, New South Wales),
from billa ‘water' + bang ‘channel that is dry except
after rain.’

bill-board /'bil bérd/ » n. a large outdoor board for dis-
playing advertisements,

bill-bug ('bil,bag/ »n. a typically large weevil that
feeds on various grasses and grains. * Genus
Sphenophorus, subfamily Rhynchophorinae, family
Curculionidae: numerous species, including the
maize billbug (S. maidis), which can cause serious
damage to corn plants and can harm or kill poultry
by clamping on to the bird's throat or tongue.

Bille-rica /bil'rike; ,bele-) a town in northeastern
Massachusetts, south of Lowell; pop. 37,609.

billet! /'bilit/ »n. a place, usually a civilian's house or
other nonmilitary facility, where soldiers are lodged
temporarily.

»v. (-leted, -leting) [frans| (often be billeted) lodge
(soldiers) in a particular place, esp. a civilian's house
or other nonmilitary facility: he didn't belong to the reg-
iment billeted at the hotel. ©late Middle English (origi-
nally denoting a short written document); from
Anglo-Norman French billette, diminutive of bille (see
BiLL!). The verb is recorded in the late 16th cent,, and
the noun sense ‘a written order requiring a house-
holder to lodge the bearer, usually a soldier,’ from
the mid 17th cent.; hence the current meaning.

billetz »n. a thick piece of wood. ®a small bar of
metal for further processing, ® Architecture each of a
series of short cylindrical pieces inserted at inter-
vals in decorative hollow moldings. ® Heraldry a rec-
tangle placed vertically as a charge. ©late Middle
English: from Old French billette and billot, diminu-
tives of bille ‘tree trunk,’ from medieval Latin billa,
billus ‘branch, trunk,” probably of Celtic origin.

bil-let-doux /'bila 'ddo; 'béya-| »n. (pl. biklets-doux
pronunc. same or [-'dG0z/) dated or humorous a love
letter, Glate 17th cent.: French, literally ‘sweet
note.’'

bill-fish /'bil fis+/ ® 1. (pl. same or -fish-es) a large, fast-
swimming fish of open seas, with a streamlined
body and a long, pointed, spearlike snout. It occurs
on the surface in warmer waters and is a popular
sporting fish. * Family Istiophoridae: three genera
and several species, including the marlins, sailfish,
and spearfishes,

bill-fold /'bil 15Id/ »n. a thin wallet with few compart-
ments, typically made of leather. m any wallet.
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investigative

887

inward

systematic study: an investigation has been launched
into the potential impact of the oil spill. *late Middle Eng-
lish: from Latin investigatio(n-), from the verb inyesti-
gare (see INVESTIGATE). —in-ves-ti-ga-tion-al [-stenl/
ad),

in-ves-ti-ga-tive [in'vesti,gativ/ (also in-ves-ti-ga-to-ry
|-ge,t6ré[) »adj. of or concerned with investigating
something: a special investigative committee to look into
the strikers' demands. ® (of journalism or a journalist)
inquiring intensively into and seeking to expose
malpractice, the miscarriage of justice, or other
controversial issues.

in-ves-titure [in'vesticrar; - cHéor/ . 1 the action
of formally investing a person with honors or rank:
the investiture of bishops. ™ a ceremony at which hon-
ors or rank are formally conferred on a particular
person. 2 the action of clothing or robing. ® a thing
that clothes or covers. >late Middle English: from
medieval Latin investitura, from investire (see INVEST).

in-vestment [in'ves(t)mant/ »n. 4 the action or
process of investing money for profit or material re-
sult: a debate over private investment in road-building | a
total investment of $50,000. ® a thing that is worth buy-
ing because it may be profitable or useful in the fu-
ture: a used car is rarely a good investment. ® an act of
devoting time, effort, or energy to a particular un-
dertaking with the expectation of a worthwhile re-
sult: the time spent in attending a one-day seminar is an
{nvestment in our professional futures. 2 archaic the sur-
rounding of a place by a hostile force in order to be-
siege or blockade it,

In-vest:ment bank »n. a bank that purchases large
holdings of newly issued shares and resells them to
investors. —in-vest-ment bank-er . —in-vest-ment
bank-ing n.

in-vest:ment casting »n. technical a technique for
making small, accurate castings in refractory alloys
using a mold formed around a pattern of wax or
similar material which is then removed by melting.

in-vestment grade »n. a level of credit rating for
stocks regarded as carrying a minimal risk to in-
vestors.

in.vestment trust »n. a limited company whose
business is the investment of shareholders’ funds,
the shares being traded like those of any other pub-
lic company:.

in-veter-ate [in'veterit/ »adj. (attrib| having a particu-
lar habit, activity, or interest that is long-established
and unlikely to change: he was an inveterate gambler.
8 (of a feeling or habit) long-established and unlike-
ly to change. >late Middle English (referring to dis-
ease, in the sense ‘of long standing, chronic'): from
Latin inveteratus ‘made old,' past participle of inveter-
are (based on vetus, veter- ‘old’). —inwveter-a-.cy [-rosé/
n. —in-veterate-ly adv.

In-vid--ous [in'vid@as/ »adj. (of an action or situation)
likely to arouse or incur resentment or anger in oth-
ers: she'd put herself in an invidious position. @ (of a com-
parison or distinction) unfairly discriminating; un-
Just: it seems invidious to make special mention of one
aspect of his work. Pearly 17th cent.: from Latin in-
vidiosus, from invidia (see ENvy). —inwvid-i-ous-ly adv.
—in-vid-ous-ness n.

in.vigi-late /in'vijs 1at/ »v. [intrans.| Brit. supervise can-
didates during an examination. >mid 16th cent. (in
the general sense ‘watch over, keep watch'): from
Latin invigilat- ‘watched over,’ from the verb invigi-
lare, from in- ‘upon, toward' + vigilare 'watch’ (from
vigil ‘watchful'). —in-vig-ila-tion |- vija'lasHan/ n.
—inwvig-i-lator /- latar/ n,

invig-or-ate fin'viga,rat/ »v. [irans | give strength or
energy to: the shower had invigorated her | [as adj) (in-
vigorating) a brisk, invigorating walk. See note at
Quicken. >mid 17th cent.: from medieval Latin in-
vigorat- ‘made strong,’ from the verb invigorare, from
in- ‘toward' + Latin vigorare ‘make strong’ (from vigor
'vigor'). —inwig-oratingly adv. —in-ig-or-a-tion
|- viga'rasmen/ n. —in.vig-or-a-tor |- rater| n,

in-vin-ci-ble [in'vinsabal/ »adj. too powerful to be de-
feated or overcome: an invincible warrior. >late Mid-
dle English (earlier than vincble): via Old French
from Latin invincibilis, from in- ‘not’ + vincibilis (see
VINCIBLE). —in-vin.ci-bili-ty /- vinse'bilité] n. —in-vin-
cicbly /-blé/ adv.

in vi-no ve-ritas fin 'véné 'veri tas; 'vinG 'veri tas/ » ex-
clam. under the influence of alcohol, a person tells
the truth. >Latin, literally ‘truth in wine.’

in-vi-o-la-ble [in'vialebal/ »adj. never to be broken, in-
fringed, or dishonored: an inviolable rule of chastity |
the Polish-German border was inviolable. Plate Middle
English: from French, or from Latin tnviolabilis, from
in- "not’ + violabilis “able to be violated' (from the verb

violare). —in-vi-oda-bili-ty |- viala'bilité) n. —in-vi-o-
la-bly /-blé/ adv.

in-vi-o-late fin'vialit/ »adj. free or safe from injury or
violation: an international memorial which must remain
inviolate. >late Middle English: from Latin inviolatus,
from in- ‘not’ + violare ‘violate." —in-vi-o-la-cy [-lasé/
n. —in-vicodatey adv.

inwvis-cid fin'visid/ »adj. Physics having no or negligi-
ble viscosity.

in-vis-i-ble fin'vizabal/ »adj. unable to be seen: not vis-
ible to the eye: this invisible gas is present to some extent
in every home. ® concealed from sight; hidden: he
lounged in a doorway, invisible in the dark. ® figurative (of
a person) treated as if unable to be seen; ignored or
not taken into consideration: before 1971, women
artists were pretty well invisible, W Economics relating to
or denoting earnings that a country makes from the
sale of services or other items nor constituting tan-
gible commuodities: tourism fs the most important of our
invisible exports.

»n. an invisible thing, person, or being: religion is the
attempt to eternalize the invisible. ® (invisibles) invisi-
ble exports and imports. >Middle English: from Old
French, or from Latin invisibilis, from in- ‘not’ + visi-
bilis (see VISIBLE). —in-vis-i-bil-ty [-viza'bilitg/ n.
—inwis-i-bly /-blé] adv.

in-vis-i-ble ink »n. a type of ink used to produce writ-
ing that cannot be seen until the paper is heated or
otherwise treated.

in-vita.tion |/ invi'tasHen/ »n. 2 written or verbal re-
quest inviting someone to go somewhere or to do
something: a wedding invitation. ® the action of invit-
ing someone to go somewhere or to do something:
a club with membership by invitation only | an herb gar-
den where guests can go only at the invitation of the chef.
® [in sing] a situation or action that tempts some-
one to do something or makes a particular out-
come likely: tactics like those of the colonel would have
been an invitation to disaster. >late Middle English:
from French, or from Latin invitatiofn-), from invitare
(see INVITE),

in-vitation-al | invi'taswenl/ »adj, (esp. of a competi-
tion) open only to those invited.

»n. a competition of such a type.

in-vitator.y [in'vita t6r&/ »ad). containing or convey-
ing an invitation. ®(in the Christian Church) de-
noting a psalm or versicle acting as an invitation to
worshipers, esp. Psalm 95. ®Middle English: from
late Latin invitatorius, from Latin invitare (see INVITE),

in-vite »v. [in'vit] [trans| make a polite, formal, or
friendly request to (someone) to go somewhere or to
do something: we were invited to a dinner at the em-
bassy | [trans.| she invited Patrick to sit down. m make a
formal or polite request for {something, esp. an ap-
plication for a job or opinions on a particular topic)
from someone. ® (of an action or situation) tend to
elicit (a particular reaction or response) or to tempt
(someone) to do something: his use of the word did lit-
tle but invite criticism.

»n. ['invit] informal an invitation. >mid 16th cent.:
from Old French inviter, or from Latin invitare. —in-
vitee | invi't/ n. —inwviteer fin'viter/ n.

in-viting fin'viting] »adj. offering the promise of an at-
tractive or enjoyable experience: the sea down there
logks so inviting. —inwiting-ly adv.

in viitro fin 'vé tro/ »adj. & adv. Biology (of processes or
reactions) taking place in a test tube, culture dish,
or elsewhere outside a living organism: [as adj] in
vitro fertilization. The opposite of IN vivo. >Latin, lit-
erally 'in glass,'

in vi-vo [in 'vévo| badv. & adj. Biology (of processes)
taking place in a living organism. The opposite of IN
vITRo. >Latin, ‘in a living thing.’

In-vo-ca-tion | inva'kasHen/ »n. the action of invok-
ing something or someone for assistance or as an
authority: the fnvocation of new disciplines and method-
ologies. @ the summoning of a deity or the supernat-
ural: his invocation of the ancient mystical powers. @ an
incantation used for this, ®(in the Christian
Church) a form of words such as “In the name of the
Father" introducing a prayer, sermon, etc. Dlate
Middle English: via Old French from Latin invoca-
tion-), from the verb invocare (see INvOKE). —in-voc:
ato-ry [in'vaka,6réf adj.

in-voice ['in,vois/ P, a list of goods sent or services
provided, with a statement of the sum due for these;
a bill.

»v. [trans) send an invoice to (someone). # send an in-
voice for (goods or services provided). "mid 16th
cent.: originally the plural of obsolete invoy, from
obsolete French envoy, from envoyer ‘send’ (see
ENVOY!).

In-voke fin'vok/ Pv. [trans)) cite or appeal to (someone
or something) as an authority for an action or in
support of an argument: the antiquated defense of in-
sanity is rarely invoked today. m call on (a deity or spir-
it) in prayer, as a witness, or for inspiration. ® call
earnestly for: she invoked his help against this attack.
® summon (a spirit) by charms or incantation. ® give
rise to; evoke: how could she explain how the accident
happened without invoking his wrath? & Computing
cause (a procedure) to be carried out. ©late 15th
cent.: from French fnvoquer, from Latin invocare,
from in- "upon' + vocare ‘to call.’” —inwvok-er n.

invou-cre ['inve,I6oker/ (also inve-lucrum [-krom/)
»n. Botany a whorl or rosette of bracts surrounding
an inflorescence (esp. a capitulum) or at the base of
an umbel. Plate 16th cent.: from French, or from
Latin invelucrum, from involvere ‘roll in, envelop’ (see
INVOLVE). —in-vo-lu-cral / inva'lGokral/ ad).

in-volun-tary fin'valen,ter/ »adj. 1 done without
conscious control: she gave an involuntary shudder.
u (esp. of muscles or nerves) concerned in bodily
processes that are not under the control of the will.
® caused unintentionally, esp. through negligence:
involuntary homicide. 2 done against someone's will;
compulsory: a policy of involuntary repatriation. —ine
vol-un-ar-ily fin,valen'te(s)relé; -'vélen ter-| adv. —in-
volun-tar-i-ness n.

in-vo-lute ['inva 168t/ Padj. 1 formal involved; intri-
cate: the art novel has grown increasingly involute.
2 technical curled spirally. m Zoology (of a shell) hav-
ing the whorls wound closely around the axis.
® Botany (of a leaf or the cap of a fungus) rolled in-
ward at the edges,

»n. Geometry the locus of a point considered as the
end of a taut string being unwound from a given
curve in the plane of thar curve, Compare with evo-
LUTE.

»v. [intrans.| become involute; curl up. >mid 17th
cent.: from Latin involutus, past participle of involyere
(see INVOLVE).

inwvo-lut-ed /'inva,I50tid/ »adj. complicated; abstruse:
his involuted prose.

inwvo-lution |/ inva'laestan] ¥n. 1 Physiology the
shrinkage of an organ in old age or when inactive,
e.g.. of the uterus after childbirth. 2 Mathematics a
function, transformation, or operator that is equal
to its inverse, i.e., which gives the identity when ap-
plied to itself. 3 formal the process of involving or
complicating, or the state of being involved or com-
plicated: periods of artistic involution, >late Middle
English (in the sense ‘[part] curling inward'): from
Latin fnvolutiofn-), from involvere (see INVOLVE). —in-
volution-al [-sHenl/ adj. —in-vodution-ary |- nerd/
adj,

inwvolve [in'valv/ »v. [trans.| (of a situation or event) in-
clude (something) as a necessary part or result: his
transfer to another school would involve a lengthy assess-
ment procedure. ® cause (a person or group) to experi-
ence or participate in an activity or situation: what
kind of organizations will be involved in setting up these
projects? >late Middle English (in the senses ‘enfold’
and ‘entangle'; formerly also as envolve): from Latin
involvere, from in- ‘into' + volvere ‘to roll.'

in-volved /in'vaivd| »adj. 1 |predic.) connected or con-
cerned with someone or something, typically on an
emotional or personal level: Angela told me that she
was involved with someone else. 2 difficult to compre-
hend; complicated: a long, involved conversation.

in-volve-ment [in'valvmant/ »n. the fact or condition
of being involved with or participating in some-
thing: he was imprisoned for his involvement in a plot to
overthrow the government. ® emotional or personal as-
sociation with someone.

inwvulnera-ble [in'valnarabal/ »adj. impossible to
harm or damage. Plate 16th cent. (earlier than vul-
nerable): from Latin invulnerabilis, from in- ‘not’ + vul-
nerabilis (see VULNERABLE). —Iin-vul-ner-abilhty
[-,velnera'bilitd/ n. —in-vul-nera-bly /-bl&/ adv.

-in-waiting »comb. form 1 awaiting a turn, confir-
mation of a process, etc.: a political administration-in-
waiting. ®about to happen: an explosion-in-waiting.
2 denoting a position as attendant to a royal per-
sonage: lady-in-waiting.

in-wale /'in,wal/ »n. a longitudinal structural piece on
the inside of a boat; an internal gunwale,

Inward ['inward| »adj. |attrib] directed or proceeding
toward the inside; coming in from outside: the
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