
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board Electronic Filing System. http://estta.uspto.gov

ESTTA Tracking number: ESTTA568333
Filing date: 10/31/2013

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Proceeding 85492095

Applicant Small Business Research Institute

Applied for Mark CERTIFIED ENTREPRENEURIAL ADVISOR

Correspondence
Address

ARTHUR SHAFFER
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CENTER LLC
7101 COLLEGE BLVD, SUITE 1520
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66210
UNITED STATES
ashaffer@theipcenter.com

Submission Appeal Brief

Attachments AppealBrief.pdf(59373 bytes )
exhibitA.pdf(1114952 bytes )

Filer's Name Arthur K. Shaffer

Filer's e-mail ashaffer@theipcenter.com

Signature /Arthur K. Shaffer/

Date 10/31/2013

http://estta.uspto.gov


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

 

In the matter of application ) October 31, 2013 

Serial No.: 85492095 ) 

  ) 

Small Business Research Institute ) 

Filed: December 9, 2011 ) 

  ) 

Applicant: Small Business Research Institute ) 

  ) 

Mark: CERTIFIED ENTREPRENEURIAL ) Examining Attorney: 

 ADVISOR ) Janet Lee, Law Office 102 

  ) (571) 272-1053 

   

 

Commissioner for Trademarks 

P. O. Box 1451 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1451 

 

Attention:  Trademark Trial and Appeal Board 

 

Sir or Madam: 

 APPEAL BRIEF  

 Applicant hereby appeals to the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board from the 

decision dated October 23, 2013 of the Trademark Examining Attorney denying Applicant’s 

Request for Reconsideration.   

AMENDMENT 

 In the Office Action dated April 1, 2013, the Examiner rejected the application 

because of a likelihood of confusion with U.S. Registration No. 3801403. In addition, the 

examining attorney refused registration under Trademark Act Section 2(e)(1) based upon a claim 

that the Mark is merely descriptive, that the Mark lacked acquired distinctiveness under Section 

2(f) and the specimen submitted was unverified. In Applicant's Request for Reconsideration, 
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Applicant has requested amendment of the Application to the Supplemental Register in response 

to the Examiner's 2(e) and 2(f) refusals. In response to the Examiner's rejection based upon the 

identified goods and services, Applicant has cancelled Class A and has signed the verification to 

support the substitute specimen. In response, to the Examiner's Likelihood of Confusion 

argument under 2(d), Applicant has obtained the cited registrant's consent that the marks are not 

confusing, and the Agreement reflecting that consent is attached as Exhibit A. Since Applicant 

has fully responded to the Examiner's rejections, Applicant believes it has overcome all bases for 

refusal of rejection. 

 This amendment addresses the Examiner’s denial of Applicant’s Request for 

Reconsideration under Section 2(d) in light of the mark CERTIFIED ENTREPRENEUR, 

registration no. 3801403.  The application is now in condition for allowance and applicant 

respectfully requests that the examining attorney reconsider the final refusal and allow the mark 

to pass to publication.   

 

Dated:  October 31, 2013    Respectfully submitted, 

 

       

      s /Arthur Shaffer/    

      USPTO Reg. No. 50, 257 

      Intellectual Property Center, LLC 

      7101 College Blvd, Ste 1520 

      Overland Park, Kansas 66210 

      (913) 345-0900 

      ashaffer@theipcenter.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing was served on the USPTO via its 

Electronic Filing System on October 31, 2013 at the address below: 

      s /Arthur Shaffer/    

      Attorney for Appellant 
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