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Miscellaneous Advice and Comments

« Always play the maximum coins. | have never seen a machine that didn't offer a bonus on the highest
hand for five coins played. If you are uncomfortable playing five coins, then drop down to alower
coinage.

The cards are chosen at random and the games are fair. There is no switch inside the machine that can
make the machine loose or tight. Do not be fooled by Pull Tabs, which are not real video poker games.
A royal flush can come along at any time with equal probability. A machine is never "overdue” in the
sense that it becomes more likely to hit. Theories such as that a machine will get tight right before
hitting a royal are simply not true. PO
Always use a slot dub card if there is one, and there usually is. This is free money for playing, and can
often make the difference in having an edge or not.

When you put your slot dub card in make sure the game can read it. Every few minutes check to ensure the connection
isn't lost.

Do research on where the most generous machines are. The best source in my apinion is VP insider &, a subscription
based site costing 565 for the first year of 520 for a three-month trial. The best free source in my opinion is ¥P Free &.
Some games offer a double-up feature. This, and the odds in craps, are the only bets you can make with no house edge.
Whether you make the double-up bet should depend on your reason for playing. If you want low volatility, with long "time
on device", you should dedine it. If you are playing a 100%+ game, you should dedine it. If you want high volatility, you
<chould accept it. If you want to maximize return, induding money bet on the double, then you should accept it. If you
should take, up to what point, you may ask? That is something you can decide for yourself, according to how much you
value risk vs. reward.

Tipping in video poker, as well as any game, is a matter of much debate. | think a good rule of
thumb is to tip 0.5% to 1.0% on any jackpot requiring a hand pay. The smaller the jackpot, the
larger the percentage. An exception can be made for games in which you get hand pays
frequently, like $5 10-play. In this case, tipping on just big wins, or at the end of the session is
acceptable. If you lost badly, | wouldn't blame you if you didn't tip.

Video Poker in San Diego
In Movember 2008 | did a video poker survey of the 11 casinos in San Diego County.
Video Poker in Macau

For a detailed explanation of the video poker scene in Macau, please visit my panion site, Wizard of Macau &.

Links

« Wizard of Vegas & for a more simplified explanation of video poker.
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* Wizarg of Vegas & TOr a More SIMpuNed explanaron of VIdeo poker.

« Video Poker Strategy Master & by Tom Ski.
s Video Poker for Winners & by Bob Dancer.

s A German translation of my strategies can be found at richtigspielen.com & .

My
Basic Video Poker Info

= My main Videu Puker page

Return tables: | (select a game) b

Probability of Ruin for single-play video poker

Random simulations of multi-play video poksr

The standard deviation of n-play video poker

Practice / Play Video Poker for Free

» Play my free video poker game/trainer

Video Poker Calculator

« Analyze the return for almost any video poker paytable
Other Stuff

= Jacks or Better quiz

in Full-Pay Deuces Wild

+ Video poker programming tips

* San Diego County video poker survey

» Probability distribution for each hand by number of cards held

ker Offe

Strategies

Full-Pay Jacks o1 Belter:

# Simple Strategy (return of 99.46%)

+ Intermediate Strategy (return of 99.52%)
= Optimal Strategy (return of 99.54%)

Full-Pay Deuces Wild:

Simple Strategy (return of 100.71%)

Optimal Strategy (return of 100.76%)

3 to a wild royal (ace-high} vs. Deuce onl;

2 to a royal (king-high) with a straight penalty
o 2 toaroyal (king-high) with no penalty

Quick Quads:

9/6 Jacks or Better

8/5 Bonus Poker

9/7 Double Bonus

5/6 Double Double Bonus
8/5 Triple Bonus

Other Strategies:

+ “Not So Ugly Ducks"
e B/5 Bonus Poker
» 10/7 Double Bonus

® 9/6 Double Double Bonus

s: Wizard of Vegas

Wizard of Macau

Math Problems

Terms | Site Map | Links

d: Vegas Click
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WIKIPEDIA

‘The Free Encyclopedia From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

M paas Q’ This article may require cleanup to meet Wikipedia's quality standards. No cleanup reason has been specified. Please help
ol improve this article if you can. {December 2010)

Featured content This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources.
Current events Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. December 2010}

Random article

i Video poker is a casino game based on five-card draw poker. It is played on a computerized console similar in size
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to a slat machine
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History [edit]

Video poker first became commercially viable when it became economical ta combine a television-like monitor with a solid state central processing unit. The earliest models appeared
at the same time as the first personal computers were produced. in the mid-1970s. although they were primitive by today's standards.

Video poker became more firmly established when SIRCOMA, which stood for Si Redd's Coin Machines, and which evolved over time to become International Game Technology,
introduced Draw Poker in 1979. Throughout the 1980s, video poker became increasingly popular in casinos, as people found the devices less intimidating than playing table games.
Today video poker enjoys a prominent place on the gaming floors of many casinos. The game is especially popular with Las Vegas locals, who tend to patronize locals casinos off the
Las Vegas Strip. These local casinos often offer lower denomination machines or better odds, although this was more commaen in the 1990s as casines across the country have
recently been cutting their paytables and/or only offering 25 cent machines or higher (/197 7esd=d]

The game [edit]

After inserting money (or a barcoded paper ticket with credit) into the machine, play begins by placing a bet of one or more credits and pressing the "deal” button. The player is then
given cards and has the opportunity to discard one or more of them in exchange for new ones drawn from the same virtual deck. After the draw. the machine pays out if the hand or
hands played match one of the winning combinations, which are posted in the pay table.

Pay tables allocate the payouts for hands and are based on how rare they are. the game variation, and the decision of the game operator. A typical pay table starts with a minimum
hand of a pair of jacks, which pays even money. All the other hand combinations in video poker are the same as in table poker, including such hands as two pair, three of a kind,
straight (a sequence of 5 cards of different suits). flush {any 5 cards of the same suit), full house (a pair and a three of a kind). four of a kind (four cards of the same value), straight flush
(5 consecutive cards of the same suit) and royal flush (a Ten. a Jack, a Queen, a King and an Ace of the same SUII),”:

Some machines offer progressive jackpots. or other unique bonuses, thereby spurring players to both play more coins and to play more frequently.
Regulation [edit]

Video poker machines in casinos in the United States are regulated by state or Indian gaming agencies. These agencies typically require that the machines deal random card
sequences using a virtual deck of cards. This is based on a MNevada Gaming Commission regulation |ater adopted by other states with a gaming authority. Video peker machines are
tested to ensure compliance with this requirement before they are offered to the public.

Some locales offer games that appear to be video poker, but are actually just front-ends for random drawings similar to a slot machine. These are known as "video lottery terminals” and
sometimes have "VLT" somewhere on the machine face. The result of any deal is predetermined before the first cards are dealt. If you intentionally throw away a winning hand, a
“magician” appears and replaces the losing result with a hand that pays the predetermined amount. Since there is no way to determine the payout of these machines from the given
pay table, playing these machines is no better than playing a slot machine.

Kinds of video poker [edit]

There are many variations of video poker. They include Deuces Wild, where a two serves as a wild card, pay schedule modification, where four aces with a five or smaller kicker pays an
enhanced amount {these games usually have some adjective in the title such as "bonus”, "double”, or "triple”). and multi-play poker, where the player starts with a base hand, and each
additional played hand draws from a different set of cards with the base hand. (Multi-play games are offered in "Triple Play”, "Five Play", "Ten Play”, "Fifty Play" and "One Hundred
Play” versions )

In games which do not have a wild card a player on average will receive the rare four-of-a-kind hand approximately once every 500 hands, while a player may play tens of thousands of
hands before an extremely rare royal flush, which usually has the highest payout.

Full pay games [edit]

When modern video poker games first appeared, the highest-paying commaon variant of a particular game was called "Full-Pay”. Game variants that returned a lower payback



