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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

SERIAL NO: 78/614246

 APPLICANT: United Bobov International, Inc.

CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS: ' ADDRESS:
SIMON BOCK : Commissioner for Trademarks
KATTEN MUCHIN ZAVIS ROSENMAN P.O. Box 1451
575 MADISON AVENUE Alexandria, VA 22313-1431

NEW YORK, NY 10022-2585

MARK: BOBOV

CORRESPONDENT’S REFERENCE/DOCKET NO: 334148-tbd Please provide in all correspondence:
1. Filing date, serial number, mark and
CORRESPONDENT EMAIL ADDRESS: applicant's name.

2. Date of this Office Action.

3. Examining Attorney's name and
Law Office number.

4. Your telephone number and e-mail
address.

OFFICE ACTION

RESPONSE TIME LIMIT: TO AVOID ABANDONMENT, THE OFFICE MUST RECEIVE A
PROPER RESPONSE TO THIS OFFICE ACTION WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF THE MAILING OR E-

MAILING DATE.

The examining attorney has reassessed the application in light of the evidence supplied with the granted
Letter of Protest. A copy of the evidence presented in the Letter of Protest and the memorandum that
accompanied the evidence are attached. See TMEP §§1715 et seq. regarding Letters of Protest.

Upon careful consideration of the application in light of this new evidence, the examining attorney has
determined that the mark is merely descriptive under Section 2(e)(1) of the Trademark Act. The Final
Refusal as to the significance and meaning and refusal of the specimen of record are continued and the

Request for Reconsideration of the final refusal is held in abeyance.

Section 2(e)(1) - Descriptive Refusal

Registration is refused because the proposed mark merely describes a feature, function, use and/or
characteristic of the applicant’s services. Trademark Act Section 2(e)(1), 15 U.S.C. §1052(e)(1); TMEP

§§1209 et seq.

A mark is merely descriptive under Section 2(e)(1) if it describes an ingredient, quality, characteristic,
function, feature, purpose or use of the specified goods and/or services. In re Gyulay, 820 F.2d 1216, 3
USPQ2d 1009 (Fed. Cir. 1987); In re Bed & Breakfast Registry, 791 F.2d 157, 229 USPQ 818 (Fed. Cir.
1986); In re MetPath Inc., 223 USPQ 88 (TTAB 1984); In re Bright-Crest, Ltd., 204 USPQ 591 (TTAB

1979); TMEP §1209.01(b).

The determination of whether a mark is merely descriptive is considered in relation to the identified
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goods and/or services, not in the abstract. In re Abcor Dev. Corp., 588 F.2d 811, 814, 200 USPQ 215,
218 (CCPA 1978); see, e.g., In re Polo Int’l Inc., 51 USPQ2d 1061 (TTAB 1999) (DOC in DOC-
CONTROL would be understood to refer to the “documents™ managed by applicant’s software, not
“doctor” as shown in dictionary definition); /n re Digital Research Inc., 4 USPQ2d 1242 (TTAB 1987)
(CONCURRENT PC-DOS found merely descriptive of “computer programs recorded on disk” where
relevant trade uses the denomination “concurrent” as a descriptor of this particular type of operating
system); see TMEP §1209.01(b).

For the purpose of a Section 2(e)(1) analysis, a term need not describe all of the purposes, functions,
characteristics or features of the goods and/or services to be merely descriptive. In re Dial-a-Mattress
Operating Corp., 240 F.3d 1341, 1346, 57 U.S.P.Q.2d 1807 (Fed. Cir. 2001). Itis enough if the term
describes only one significant function, attribute or property. In re Oppedahl & Larson LLP, 373 F.3d
1171, 1173, 71 USPQ2d 1370, 1371 (Fed. Cir. 2004) (“[A] mark may be merely descriptive even if it
does not describe the ‘full scope and extent’ of the applicant’s goods or services.”) (quoting /n re Dial-
A-Mattress Operating Corp., 240 F.3d 1341, 1346, 57 USPQ2d 1807, 1812 (Fed. Cir. 2001)).

A term is merely descriptive if it conveys an immediate idea of the ingredients, qualities, or
characteristics of the identified goods or services. In re Abcor Dev. Corp., 588 F.2d 811, 200 USPQ
215, 218 (CCPA 1978), Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. v. Cont'l Gen. Tire, Inc., 70 USPQ2d 1067, 1069
(TTAB 2003); In re TMS Corp. of Ams., 200 USPQ 57, 58 (TTAB 1978).

Here the applicant’s mark is BOBOV for “legal services, namely, providing a rabbinical court; legal
services, namely, mediation services”. The mark is merely descriptive because it describes a Hasidic
Jewish religious movement and in particular the legal and mediation services provided through
rabbinical courts which administer the laws of the BOBOV religious community, sect or movement. In
support of the refusal the examining attorney has provided the evidence that accompanied the Letter of
Protest. This evidence consists of two articles from the New York Times discussing an ongoing
succession issue within the BOBOV movement and quoting a member who expressed his hope that the
matter would not wind up in the rabbinical court. Additionally, there is a New York Law Journal article
also discussing a federal appeals court decision to not intervene as the United States Constitution
prevents judicial inquiries into religious law and beliefs.

In further support of the refusal the examining attorney provides additional evidence from several
websites illustrating the descriptive use of the proposed mark in relationship to the Hasidic BOBOV
sect, movement or community and their use of rabbinical courts. The term BOBOV originally described
a person from the Polish town of Bobowa and in particular an individual with an affiliation to the Jewish
religious movement founded there. However, over several centuries it as now come to signify the
Hasidic sect or community of BOBOV and persons and activities affiliated and offered by and with that
faith including its Rabbinical courts. Because the proposed mark conveys an immediate idea of a
feature, function and/or characteristics of the identified services the proposed mark is refused.

Response

:i\lthough the examining attorney has refused registration, the applicant may respond to the refusal to
register by submitting evidence and arguments in support of registration.

Request for More Information
The nature of the services and their use with the proposed mark are not clear from the present record.

The applicant must submit samples of advertisements or promotional materials. If such materials are not
available, the applicant must describe with particularity the nature, purpose and channels of trade for the
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services. 37 C.F.R. Section 2.61(b); TMEP sections 1103.04 and 1105.02.

In all cases, the submitted factual information must make clear the nature of the services, how they will
operate, the salient features, and the prospective customers and/or channels of trade. This information is
not readily available to the examining attorney and is necessary for proper identification and
classification of the services and/or descriptiveness determination, etc. Conclusory statements from the
applicant or its attorney are not sufficient to meet this requirement for information.

Trademark Rule 2.61(b) states, “The examiner may require the applicant to furnish such information and
exhibits as may be reasonably necessary to the proper examination of the application.” The Trademark
Trial and Appeal Board has upheld a refusal of registration based on the applicant’s failure to provide
information requested under this rule. In re Babies Beat Inc., 13 USPQ2d 1729 (TTAB 1990)(failure to
submit patent information regarding configuration).

how to Respond to this Office Action:

ONLINE RESPONSE:

You may respond using the Office’s Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) Response to
Office action form available on our website at http://www.uspto.gov/teas/index.html. If the Office
action issued via e-mail, you must wait 72 hours after receipt of the Office action to respond via TEAS.
NOTE: Do not respond by e-mail. THE USPTO WILL NOT ACCEPT AN E-MAILED
RESPONSE

REGULAR MAIL RESPONSE:

To respond by regular mail, your response should be sent to the mailing return address above, and
include the serial number, law office number, and examining attorney’s name. NOTE: The filing date
of the response will be the date of receipt in the Office, not the postmarked date. To ensure your
response is timely, use a certificate of mailing. 37 C.F.R. §2.197.

Mailing/E-mailing Date Information:

If the mailing or e-mailing date of this Office action does not appear above, this information can be
obtained by visiting the USPTO website at http://tarr.uspto.gov/, inserting the application serial number,
and viewing the prosecution history for the mailing date of the most recently issued Office
communication.

Applicants, attorneys and other Trademark customers are strongly encouraged to correspond with the
USPTO online via the Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS)), at:

http://www.uspto.gov/teas/index.htm].

Status of the Application:

To check the status of your application, visit the Office’s Trademark Applications and Registrations
Retrieval (TARR) system at http:/tarr.uspto.gov.

View Application Documents Online:

Documents in the electronic file for pending applications can be viewed and downloaded online at
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http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/tow.

General Trademark Information:

For general information about trademarks, please visit the Office’s website at
hitp://www.uspto.gov/main/trademarks.htm

Changes of Correspondence Procedure

In order to change the correspondence address for an application, an applicant or the attorney of record
must submit a written request. TMEP §603.02(a). Applicants may file requests to change the
correspondence address electronically at hitp://www.uspto.gov/teas/index.html. The transmittal of a
response to an Office action bearing a new address for an applicant or an applicant’s attorney is not
sufficient to effect a change in the correspondence address.

For inquiries or questions about this office action, please contact the assigned examining attorney.
/ISD/

Jeffrey S. DeFord
Examining Attorney
United States Patent & Trademark Office

Law Office 115
(571) 272-9469
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Understanding Denominations

Orthodox, Conservative, Reform: Many of us grew up
mentally placing one of these labeis on every Jew we
knew. But they scarcely reflect the rich diversity of
Jewish life today.

BETH FRIEDMAN-ROMELL

Sephardim & Ashkenazim
The various streams of Judaism should not be confused

~ with the terms “Ashkenazic” and "Sephardic,” which refer

to the part of the world from which one's ancestors hailed.
While Sephardim and Ashkenazim share the basic
tenets of Jewish belief, practices may differ considerably
in terms of worship, ritual and minhagim {customs).

Sephardim are descendants of Spanish and Portuguese
Jews who spread to North Africa, Europe, the Middie
East, Asia and the New World after the expulsion of Jews
in 1492. The Sephardic vernacular is called Ladino, a
blend of Hebrew, Spanish, Turkish and other languages.
Modern Hebrew uses Sephardic pronunciation.

Originally a biblical term, “Ashkenaz" came to refer first
to German lands, then was applied more loosely to refer
to European Jews and their culture. Yiddish, a blend of
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Hebrew and German, is the traditional Askhenazic
vermacular. Most Orthodox congregations retain the
Ashkenazic pronunciation of Hebrew.

Orthodox

Orthodox Judaism is a generic term of fairly recent origin
describing many different groups that share certain
traditional principles and practices. Orthodox Jews
believe that the Torah represents the exact words of God,
as given to Moses, on behalf of the Jewish people, on
Mount Sinai. To understand what God's mitzvot
{commandments) require of us across time, rabbinic
authorities turn to Halacha (the collected body of Jewish
law) to interpret the correct way, or path, of observance.
Three corerstones of Orthodox practice are observing
Shabbat, keeping kosher and following the laws of
mikvah (family purity).

There is no single, centralized Orthodox seminary,

Diaspora or Israel. Some of the major subgroups within
Orthodoxy are:

Chasidism: Founded in the 18th century by Ukrainian-
born Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer, the Ba'al Shem Tov
(Master of the Good Name), Chasidism emphasizes the
joyful, intuitive experience of the divine.

Major groups today: Belzer, Bianer, Bobov, Bostoner,
Breslov, Gerer, Lubavitch {Chabad), Munkacz, Puppa,
Rimnitz, Satmar and Vizhnitz. These groups differ
philosophically and in their attitudes toward Zionism.

Modern/Centrist: The Modern/Centrist accepts some
aspects of secular culture and education and generally
has a Zionist orientation.

National organizations: National Council for Young Israel,
Rabbinical Council of America (RCA), Union for
Orthodox Congregations (OU), National Conference of
Synagogue Youth.

Mitnagdim: The Mitnagdim developed as a reaction
against Chasidism, creating “Lithuanian-style” yeshivot
with a focus on Torah study.
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conservauve Judaism evolved primarnly in the united
States, in reaction to the Reform movement (see below).
The Conservative movement holds that the Torah and
Talmud are of divine origin, and thus Halacha must be
followed. However, Conservatives also believe that
revelation continues to take place as each generation of
Jews discovers and responds to God's word. Thus, after
careful study, changes to Halacha may be made in
response to historical development. The Conservative
movement holds central the observance of kashrut and
Shabbat.

National organizations: Rabbinical Assembly; Jewish
Theological Seminary; United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism; United Synagogue Youth.

Reform

Reform Judaism began in 19th-century Germany, as
Jews responded to the Enlightenment. Reform Judaism
holds that the written and oral laws are divinely inspired,
but humaniy written; therefore observance is a matter of
informed individual choice. The Reform movement
places greater emphasis on ethical and maral behavior
and social action than on ritual. Whereas "Classical
Reform” eliminated much of Jewish tradition and Hebrew
liturgy, the “Modern Reform” of the last 60 years has
ushered in a return of some traditional practices.
National organizations: Union for Reform Judaism,
Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion,
Central Conference of American Rabbis, National
Federation of Temple Youth. .

Reconstructionist

Reconstructionist Judaism, originally an offshoot of the
Conservative movement, is grounded in the thought of
Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, who defined Judaism as "an
evolving, religious civilization." Kaplan defined the Torah
*as the people's search for God,"” and defined God as a
force or presence throughout the universe that acts
through us, rather than upon us. He emphasized that
Jewish prayers and rituals are "reconstructed" in an
evolving historical and social context.

Reconstructionists were at the forefront of incorporating
egalitarian and democratic practices into all aspects of
synagogue life.

National organizations: Jewish Reconstructionist
Federation, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College,
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association.

Traditional

Traditional Judaism, sometimes referred to as
“"Conservadox," is another American offshoot of
Conservatism which shares the Orthodox perspective on
Torah and Halacha, but is somewhat more lenient in
interpretation. Traditional Judaism supports free and
open inquiry across all fields of knowledge in order to
deepen understanding of God's laws.

National organization: Union for Traditional Judaism.

Renewal

Jewish Renewal is a transdenominational movement
grounded in Judaism’'s prophetic and mystical traditions
and carries forward Judaism's perpetual process of
renewal. Jewish Renewal seeks to bring creativity,
relevance, joy and an all-embracing awareness to
spiritual practice, as a path to healing hearts and finding
balance and wholeness.

National organization: ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish
Renewal.

Secular/Humanistic

Secular/Humanistic Judaism's nontheistic philosophy
views Judaism as the historical experience and culture of
the Jewish people. Founded in the 1960s, the movement
believes in the power of human effort and responsibility
and the natural origin of all experiences. its liturgy
eschews God-language. Secular/Humanist Jews observe
holidays and some rituals.

National organization: Society for Humanistic Judaism.

Reprinted courtesy of the Cleveland Jewish News.
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Scandals and disputes plague ultra-
Orthodox circles in the U.S.

By Shlomo Shamir

NEW YORK - Disgraceful scandals have been shaking up and
embarrassing the Hasidic-Haredi camp in the American
Orthodox community. These are what the rabbis describe as
"impure incidents" that have recently occurred in Hasidic-Haredi
circles to an extent that is mortifying community leaders and
activists.

The famous incident that took place recently, and will not soon be
forgotten in the Orthodox community, is that of a Haredi (ultra-
Orthodox) butcher shop owner from Monsey, New York who
knowingly sold non-kosher meat to thousands of town residents,
most of whom are Haredi. The man, who regularly taught a daily
Talmud class and led prayers on the High Holy days, sold treife
{non-kosher) meat to yeshivas and other religious institutions.
After the shocking story was exposed, a day of fasting and prayer
was declared in the town, "to absolve the terrible impediment of
eating treife, which carries a severe punishment even when done
unintentionally.”

Shock and disgust of a kind the American Haredi community has
not experienced for years were stirred by photographs published
in the media worldwide, of a group of Hasidim with beards and
side locks hugging and kissing the president of Iran. The Hasidim
who participated in the Holocaust-denial conference in Tehran
were not Israeli, and some of them were identified as belonging
to a small circle of extremist Hasidim active in New York.

Haredi rabbis and activists in New York are astonished, and hard
put to explain how an intemal gquarrel in the Hasidic Satmar
community between the two sons of the previous admor (Hasidic
leader), who are each fighting to succeed their father as the head
of the Satmar Hasids, reached a non-Jewish court of law.
*Heaven forfend," shouted a Hasidic rabbi in a closed meeting of
Haredi rabbis that recently took place in Brooklyn. “in our worst
nightmares we never imagined that two well-known Hasidic
figures would ask for a ruling on their conflict outside a rabbinical
court, and would prefer a state court.” After all, the rabbi
explained, this is a serious prohibition that is defined in the
Jewish sources as a desecration of God's name.

The Orthodox community is trying to prevent many serious
problems from being publicized. One problem that is arousing
great concem is the spreading incidence of drunkenness in
Orthodox synagogues. The Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America ({the OU) recently sent out an internal
flier warning about the unacceptable practice by worshippers who
drink large quantities of hard liquor in synagogue before the end
of Sabbath morning prayers; this leads to drunkenness and the
disgrace of their places of worship.

But what is seen as having the potential for catastrophe, with an
immediate and tangible threat to the character and status of the
large Hasidic community in New York, are the bitter disputes and
conflicts taking place within the large and important Hasidic
courts in the United States. In the wake of internal conflicts, which
in some cases have spilled over into violence, the two famous
Hasidic dynasties - Satmar and Bobov - recently split. Each of
these communities is now headed by two rabbinical leaders, who
are at odds with one another and whose followers have turned
inta rival and hastile camns 1 uhavitch Hasidism {Chabad) an
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the other hand, in contrast to its gré'a.t-ir.xﬂuenée aﬁﬁng the lifetime
of the last Lubavitcher Rebbe, has become mainly an
organizational framework that is represented by the thousands of

shiuhim {emissaries) who operate under its auspices all over the
world.

Behind a facade of success and power, major Hasidic courts in
the U.S. have recently become arenas for intermecine struggles
for power and prestige. Factions and rival groups are fighting,
sometimes using physical violence, with the declared aim of
glorifying the name of the Hasidic leader they favor and insulting
the leader they have abandoned.

"it's impossible to exaggerate,” complain acfivists in the Hasidic
sector in off-the-record conversations. "The mutual accusations
and slander and the acts of subterfuge designed to undermine
the authority of the admors, which are taking place today within

the two great Hasidic movements in America, have the nature of
divine punishment."

"The serious quarrels among Satmar and Bobov Hasidim have
released destructive energies that our ancestors never dreamed
of," said a Hasidic rabbi in Brookliyn.

Conversations with rabbis and activists in the Hasidic community
reveal their discomfort and serious concern. According to them,
the Hasidic movement in America is in the throes of its most
serious crisis since it began to take root in the reality of the new
world in the early 1960s and to become involved as a unique
stream in the Jewish community.

The expansion and strengthening of American Hasidism was led
by the heads of the three major courts - the Satmar Rebbe, Rabbi
Joel Teitelbaum; the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Shneerson; and the Bobover Rebbe, Rabbi Shiomo
Halberstam.

The disputes that erupted occasionally in the past between the
Lubavitch and Satmar Hasidim were mainly ideological in nature
and touched on the issue of relations with Israel, which were
nurtured by the Lubavitch and rejected by the Satmar. But both of
the admors were cautious and did not allow the hotheads among
their followers to overstep the boundary they had drawn for the

. disputes. The Bobover Rebbe made sure not to intervene in any
dispute and warned his followers not to become involved in fights
and conflicts between the followers of other courts.

The affair of the Hasidim who met with iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the Holocaust-denial conference in
Tehran is dismissed by the leaders of the Satmar Hasidim as an
event that was inflated by the media in order to undermine the
Satmar Hasidim. "it's not even a group, but a small number of
sick and crazy individuals who have no connection with Satmar
Hasidism," says Rabbi Hertz Frankel, a well-known figure in

Brooklyn, who is among the leaders of the Satmar educational
network.

"Their meeting with the Iranian president is not their first
embarrassing act, or even their worst," explains Frankel. "The old
admor, Rabbi Joel Teitelbaum, was known for avoiding any
appearance of cooperation with Arabs. Many years ago, the
rabbi cancelled a demonstration in New York against Golda Meir
after it became known that Arabs were planning to demonstrate
against her."

The real distress felf by the Satmar Hasidim is a result of the
irreversible rift between the two brothers, each of whom has
designated himself the heir of their late father. Each is serving as
admor of one of the two Satmar factions created as a result of the
conflict between them. Although one faction, under the leadership
of Rabbi Zalman Leib, is based in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, and
the gther,_ headed by Rabbi_(\hayon, is based in Kiryas Joetin



upstate New York - the contiicts between the two camps continue,
and the fights between them are described as venomous.

Already before the Satmar Rebbe, Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum,
passed away last April, there were signs of the dispute between
his two sons, Rabbi Aharon, 52, and Rabbi Zalman Leib, 50, who
is also known as Yekusiel Yehudah. Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum
convened the entire family in his home in Williamsburg on Pesah
in 1999, and declared, "I'm not getting any younger and | want to
appoint a rabbi in Williamsburg to replace me."

According to people who were close to the late rabbi, his elder
son, Aharon, refrained from replying to his father's proposal, and
at the same time took steps that were interpreted as a deliberate
attempt on his part to take over the leadership of Satmar after his

father's death.

On the other hand, his brother, Zalman Leib, remained close to
his father. According to his followers, the father showed special
signs of affection toward his younger son, and made it clear in
various ways that he preferred him to his eldest as the leader of

the community.

“The serious dispute in Satmar Hasidism is also perhaps an
unavoidable outcome of the significant growth in the number of
Hasidim and disciples of this Hasidic court,” explains a veteran

community activist in Williamsburg.

"Today there is a huge reservoir of Hasidim among the Satmars,
which could suffice for five or even seven admors,” said a
Williamsburg activist. "For the most part, the Hasidim today are
American born, and many of them are wealthy even by
international standards.

“The disputes cost money, a lot of money," says the man. And in
both groups there are elements who are funding the ongoing
dispute between the two admors. "Lawyers who represent the
two rival brothers in court receive huge fees for professional
services, which to date amount to millions of dollars.” These huge
sums were raised from the donations of wealthy Hasidim.

The quarrel in Bobov Hasidism erupted after the death over a
year ago of the previous admor, Rabbi Naftali Halberstam, who
was the eldest son of the Admor Rabbi Shiomo Halberstam, the
man who rehabilitated Bobov Hasidism in the U.S. and turned it
into a leading and influential Hasidic center.

Most of the Hasidim designated Rabbi Ben Zion Halberstam, the
brother of the late admor, who already during the lifetime of his
father and his brother was an admired and beloved Hasidic
figure. However, the son-in-law of the late admor, Rabbi
Mordechai David Ungar, refused to accept his uncle's authority,
and declared that he was the heir of the late admor, and the
current head of Bobov Hasidism.

Older Hasidim who follow Rabbi Ben Zion claim that his father
Rabbi Shiomo used to say that he preferred his son to his son-in-
law as his successor and heir to the leadership. That is why in
their opinion Ungar is "brazen and quarrelsome."

"It is possible that the splits in the Hasidic courts are notsuch a
bad thing," said a Hasidic rabbi in Brooklyn. "The courts have
tens of thousands of Hasidim, and they are growing and
multiplying. It is possible that the continuing growth will lead to a
situation where the admors will not be capable of leading such
large communities, and itis a good thing that young people will
emerge from these courts and participate in the leadership. The
problem is that the splits are accompanied by disputes.”
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OBITUARY: Rabbi Solomon Halberstam

Independent, The (London), Aug 18. 2000 by Harry Rabinowicz

THE DEATH of Rabbi Solomon Halberstam, the leader of the ‘ Find More. Results for: % Wh O'S Y our

Bobov sect, who had been experiencing ill-health for many “bobov rabbinical " ’

years, has sent shock waves through the Hasidic world. - Family feud, Bobov,,. : Perfect Lover?
Sieger 'Get’ Case.., :‘

Hasidism is an ultra-Orthodox Jewish revival movement which ~ Halberstam Called...

was founded by Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov in 18th-century . Son To Succeed Rebbe:... Calculate Exactly,

Poland, and had many adherents in Eastern Europe before the Down To The Name
Second World War, After being decimated during the Holocaust, the few surviving Rebbes (the

leaders of the Hasidic dynasties) and adherents revived their tradition in the postwar United States, Who Your Perfect
Canada, Israel, Britain and France, and set about transplanting the institutions of their forebears in Loverls. Try itl
more fertile soil,

Bobov {(Bobova in Western Galicia) was an important Jewish centre in pre- war Poland, The rabbis v Thedsvalataotats: com

of Bobov were among the first Hasidic rabbis to pay spacial attention to young people, whom they
treated with great consideration and for whom they provided centres of learning.

Shlomo Halberstam, a man of vision and ability, was born in Bobov in 1907, and studiad under his
father, Benzion Halberstam, He was ordained by Rabbis Shmuel Fuhrer and Alter Yehiel Nebentzahl
of Stanislev. At the age of 18, Halberstam married his cousin Bluma Rachel Teitelbaum and at the
cutbreak of the Second World War was living with his parents in Lvov, Poland, which was then under
Russian domination. After the German invasion of Russia in June 1941, he and his family returned
to Bobov, and were confined in the labour camp at Bochnia, near Krakow.
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Cursors, Lursons

SLAPTHED

’ Geta FREE* L

Solomon Halberstam miraculously escaped the massive Nazi purges and organised an underground
escape route enabling many to get away to Hungary and Czechosiovakia, He; his mother and his




son Naphtali Zewi were the only members of his family to survive the Helocaust. After the war, he
made his way to Italy, with the intention of emigrating to Palestine, which refused him entry.
Instead, he came to London, and in a moving address in the Conway Hall urged British Jews to
rescue the remnants of European Jewry. Halberstam eventually settled in Borough Park, New York,
and in 1847 married his second cousin Freidel Rubin, with whom he went on to have five daughters

and one son.

The example of other Hasidic Rebbes encouraged Hatberstam to found his own Kirya (settlement) in
Bat Yam, on the Mediterranean coast of Israel south of Tel Aviv, He laid the foundation stone of
Kiryat Scbov in 1955. Nearly 100 families are now living in the Kirya's modern apartments, and
since 1963 the elderly are accommodated in a pleasant and comfortable retirement home. A
magnificent Yeshiva (Collegm for Higher Learning), Kedushat Zion, and a synagogue, Bet Yeboshue,
were opened in 1963, The Yeshiva is justifiably proud of the excellent accommedation and efficient
support services it offers to its students. :

A Bobov Yeshiva was established in London in 1966, and there are Bobov Houses of Prayer
{Shtieblech) and Yeshivot in Bane Berak, Jerusalem, Antwerp, Toronto and Montreal. Halberstam's
Rabbinical Coflege in Borough Park is one of the largest in New York. Bobov Holiday Camps, which
he established, give many children the opportunity of spending the summer in a traditional
atmosphere. Nor was Halberstam afraid to break new ground, introducing special courses for
students in religious trade colleges, lzading to jobs in industry,

Lucid and approachable, Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam was wont to illustrate his point through Rabbinic
maxims or parables. His discourses are to be found in the periodicals Shaarei Zion (1960), £tz
Havvim (1965) and Kerem Shiomo (1978). He edited and published Kedushat Zion, in two volumes
in 19867 and 19876, the collated discourses of his father,

Tans of thousands of mourners, including five generations of his own family, attended his funeral in
New Jersey. )

Solomon {Shiomo) Halberstam, rabbi: born Bobova, Poland 1907; married 1925 Bluma Rachel
Teitelbaum {deceased; one son), 1947 Freidel Rubin (deceased; one son, five daughters); died New

York 2 August 2000.
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See pics here.
RIFT WIDENS ON REBBE SUCCESSOR

Two ceremonies mark unveifing of tombstone
By RICK MALWITZ
STAFF WRITER

SOUTH BRUNSWICK — Nearly two months after the death of Naftali Halberstam, the grand rebbe of the
Bobov sect of Hasidic Jews, two groups of sect members conducted ceremonies at the unveiling of his
tombstone at the Washington Cemetery.

Separate ceremonies were held yesterday to keep apart two factions, each of whom has a man in
mind to replace the late rebbe, who died March 23.

About 800 men attended the 11 a.m. service, among supporters who want the late rebbe's son-in-law
to head the sect. A similar number attended a 5 p.m. service among supporters who want the rebbe's

half-brother to head the sect.
The one thing both factions agreed upon was affection for Halberstam.

Avram Velden, whose friendship with Halberstam began in the 1950s, sai_d prior to the 11 a.m. service,
“He lived for somebody else. He would give away his last penny, if you needed it. He was always

aware of other people.”

while custom would allow his title, grand rebbe, to be engraved on his tombstone, Shia Dembitzer
noted at the 5 p.m. service that Halberstam wanted no title to adorn his name.

"He was a humble person who did not want attention for himself,” said Dembitzer.

Halberstam, who was born in 1931 and celebrated his bar mitzvah in @ World war 11 bunker, also
requested the names of his mother, a brother and a sister be incduded on the tombstone, since they

died in the Holocaust without a burial site.

Halberstam was buried shortly after midnight on March 24 inside an chel at the washington Cemetery,
a structure built here

.

as a burial site for his father, Solomom Halberstam, who is credited with reviving the Bobov community
after it was nearly wiped out in World war I1.

The community is headquartered in the Borough Park section of Brooklyn, where an estimated 20,000
sect members live.

When the elder Halberstam died in 2000, there was a neat line of succession with, Maftali, his first-
born son, assuming control. There is nothing neat about what is happening now.

Naftali did not have a son. He had two daughters, and his immediate family is seeking to have the
eldest son-in-law, Mordechai Unger, named his replacement.




The other faction is seeking to have Rabbi Ben Zion Halberstam named the grand rebbe. Ben Zion was
the son of Solomon _Halberstam, born to the woman he married after his first wife died during the war.

At the 11 a.m. ceremony, the 3,000-pound tombstone was placed inside the ohel, with his immediate
family as witnesses. Unger led the service, with the recitation of selected psalms and traditional

Hebrew prayers for the dead.

The dispute over succession began immediately after Naftali Halberstam's death, when Ben Zion
Halberstam assumed the role of grand rebbe.

The other faction challenged his ascension in court. The judge in Brookiyn who heard the case ordered
the parties to have the dispute heard by a neutral five-man rabbinical court. The two parties will inform
the court today the panel has been chosen, according to Dembitzer.

The faction supporting Naftali Halberstam's son-in-law is basing its claim, in part, on traditional
inheritance laws, which pass an estate onto the children — in this case daughters and sons-in-law.

The faction supporting Ben Zion Halberstam is citing his relationship as the son of Solomon Halberstam,
the grand rebbe who resurrected the sect.

A member of the Bobov faction — whose presence at the 11 a.m. ceremony caused some mourners to
ask, "What are you doing here?” — said, "Why choose an outsider {a son-in-aw) when he is not blood

(like Ben Zion Halberstam)?” ¢

Mendel Zitronebaum, a mourner at the 11 a.m. service, said of the dispute, "It is about power and
money. The real holiness is there in the ground,” he said, pointing toward the ohel.

Once a grand rebbe is named as a replacement, said Zitronebaum, "The holiness will be passed on.”

Whether the holiness will be accepted by all factions is another question. One mourner said the
dispute has already divided families. "You're jooking at a split here,” said a sect member at the 11 a.m.

ceremony.

“There is no split,” said Dembitzer, who estimated 90 percent of the sect supports Ben Zion
Halberstam, and anticipates a rabbinical court will agree

In the end it's not the years in your life thet count. It's the life in your years. -Abraham Lincoln
Life is too short to worry about what other people think. ~Me
“Ba yourself, bacause the people who care don't matter, and the people who matter don't care.” ~Dr Seuss

“This is the essence of discrimination: Formulating opinions about others not based on thair individual merits, but
rather on their membership in & group vith assumed characturistics.” {(School Board of Nassau County v. Arline, 480
U.5. 273 {1987) {Brennan, }.}, on remand, 692 F. Supp. 1286 (M.D. Fla. 1988))
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Mendel Zitronebaum, 3 mourner at the 11 a.m. service, said of the dispute, "It is about power and
money. The real holiness is there in the ground,” he said, pointing toward the chel.

Once a grand rebbe is named as a replacement, said Zitronebaum, "The holiness will be passed on.
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QUOTE(Torn @ May 23 2005, 02:41 PM)

Mendel Zitronebaum, a mourner at the 11 a.m. service, said of the dispute, "It is about power and
money. The real holiness is there in the ground,” he said, pointing toward the ohel,

Once a grand rebbe is named as a replacement, said Zitronebaum, "The holiness will be passed

B

on.

Mordechai, what don't you understand? The first sentence discusses how the real holiness is in the
ground... The second sentence discusses how it will pass on once a successor is named...

In the end it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years. -Abraham Lincolo
Life iz too short to worry about what other pecple think, -Me
"Be yourself, because the peopls vho care don't matter, and the people vho matter don't care.” -Dr Seuss

*This is the essence of discrimination: Formulating opinions about others not based on their individual maerits, but
rathar on their membaership in a group vith assumed characteristics.” {School Board of Nassau County v. Arline, 480
U.S. 273 {1887) {Branoan, 1.), on ramand, 632 F. Supp. 1286 (M.D. Fla. 1988))

Punintended Consequences

Y May 23 2008, 03152 PM
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QUOTE(Mordechai @ May 23 2003, 04144 PM)

QUOTE(Torn & May 23 2005, 02141 PM)

Mendel Zitronebaum, a mourner at the 11 a.m. service, said of the dispute, "It is about power
and money. The real holiness is there in the ground,” he said, pointing toward the ohel.
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Once a grand rebbe is named as a replacement, said Zitronebaum, “"The holiness will be passed




Group: Daf Yomi

Posts: 5,657

Joined: 27-Septamber 04
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Mordechai, what don't you understand? The first sentence discusses how the real holiness is in the
ground... The second sentence discusses how it will pass on once a successor is named...

If these two factions are arguing based on power'and money, where can there be holiness?

Want to see me on YouTube? ‘
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they want a malchut but they forgot the logical consenquences of what happens when a melech dies

"I vee cease to judge this vorld, wa may find ocurselves, vary quickly, in one vhich i infinitaly vorse,”

~ Margaret Atwood
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(Tom, you're heading is misleading. It sounds as if there are 2 separate matzeivos.)
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I don't need to be the breadwinner. We are rich, thank G-d. How's that? -Belle
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QUOTE{Mordechai ® May 23 2003, 05:52 PM)

If these two factions are arguing based on power and money, where can there be holiness? :
=

the almighty dollar of course

......... oo

"1f vee caase to judge this world, we may find ourselves, very quickly, in one
- Margaret Atwood

Sultan Knish blog

which is infinitely vorse.”
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Hasidism

| Excfity | History | Balisfs | Main Commuynities | Women in Hesidism | Links | Rikliogrechy

l. Group Profile (
|

1.

2

3.
4
5

. Founder: Ba'al Shem Tov, "Master of the Good Name" or Besht.
I

_ Birth Place: On the Russian-Polish border 1. | .
. |

. Year Founded:

. popular discourse. Since the Religious Movements Homepage seeks to promote religious tolerance and
|

Name: Hasidism

Date of Birth: 1698

Founded in the eighteenth century by Ba'al Shem Tov as an alternative to traditional rabbinical Judaism.
|

Sacred or Revered Texts:

The Torah and the Talmud are the main religious references used in Hasidism. The most important aspect of
the Torah is written in the Ten Commandments.
|

Cult or Sect: Negative sentiments are typically implied when the concepts "cult" and “sect” are employed in

appreciation of the positive benefits of pluralism and religious diversity in human cultures, we encourage the |

use of alternative concepts that do not carry implicit negative stereotypes. For a more detailed discussion of
both scholarly and popular usage of the concepts "cult” and "sect,” please visit our Conceptualizing "Cult” and

"Sect" page, where you will find additional links to related issues.

Size of Group:

Due to the Hasidic high birthrate of about five or six children per family, and the growing number of new
followers, the Hasidic population has doubled in the last twenty years 2. it is estimated that there are 250,000
Hasidim in the world. Hasidim live throughout Europe in the countries of England, Belgium, Switzerland, |
Austria, and France. There is also a presumable population in South America, Australia, and Israel 3. Of the [
250,000 Hasidim in the world, 200,000 live in the United States, with 100,000 residing in the state of New
York State alone. The majority of American Hasidim reside in Brooklyn, particularly in the neighborhoods of

Crown Heights, Williamsburg, and Boro Park.

Lubavitch Hasidism is the most visible Hasidic group. Crown Heights (in New York) is the capital of Lubavitch
Hasidism, claiming some 15,000 members. : ‘
|

| Profile | Higtory ) Beliets | Main Communitigs | Woman lo Hasigisem | Links | Biblicqrsohy
»

{l. History of the Group

The Hebrew word Hasid, from Hasidism, means "pious” and describes one's spiritual devotion that extends |
beyond the requirements of Jewish religious law 4 . The development of Hasidism arose from several !
movements that took place in Ukraine and Poland. In 1648 there were Cossack massacres led by Bogdan ,‘
Chmielnicki that murdered thousands of Jews. In addition to death tools, Jewish communities had to worry |
about taxation, support for widows, orphans, and the disabled. This led to a class divide in the Polish Jewish
community 5 . Times were also troubled by foreign invasions, peasant uprisings, & declining central t

government, and conflict between Cathalic, Protestant, and Orthodox Christians 6 . |
!

Hasidism would have continued to be a force in contemporary life had it not been for Nazism 7_. A majority of
the Hasidim of Eastern and Central Europe were among the six million Jews who died in the Holocaust. Thé
fate of Jews depended on geography and the number of years they were under direct Nazi denomination. |
Jews close to the Russian border could flee to safety from the Soviet Union § . !



-

The wealthy Jews and the Talmudic scholars who led the communities often did not distribute the tax burdens
fairly. The Rabbinic leadership, led by Shabbetai Zvi, did not protest about this situation, which lead to

discreditation among the Jewish community 8 . Their Rabbinic learning continued to focus on Talmudic study, |
which provided little spiritual fulfillment. This lead to the popularity of magic and wonder-workers who would |
perfarm miracles through magical manipulations of the names of God (Ba'alie Shem). Faith in demons, ‘

incantations, and amulets became widespread 10 . -
|

- The term Shem Tov is usually employed in the sense of "a good reputation.” The word Ba'al literally means |
master, often with the connotation of owner or possessor 11.. Many men in Jewish history were referred to |
interchangeably as Ba'al shem (Master of the Name), Ba'al shemot or Ba'al shem tov. The “tov," or “good,” is
not essential to the title. What is essential is the "shem,” the name 12.. f

He was called "Ba'al Shem Tov,"” (or Besht) and was understoad as "Good Master of the Name." This slight
interpretation was needed because while other Ba'alie Shem were sorcerers who worked with magic, Ba'al |
Shem Tov used his powers for the good of spirituality. He had a niche for himself as a spritival guide and

healer in the Polish- Ukranian town of Miedzyboz 13.. The new movement spread rapidly among Eastern “
European Jewry when leading disciples of the Ba'al Shem Tov won followers of their own and formed |
separate communities apart from other Orthodox Jews. The model for these new communities was \
established by the court of the Ba'al Shem Tov's chief disciple, Reb Dov Ber, (1740-1772), the learmed and !
charismatic Maggid (Preacher) of Mezritch, a town in Volhynia 14 . ‘

Ba‘al Shem Tov was bom in 1698 on the Russian-Polish border 15 . He was a poor studentwho workedasa |
teacher's assistant, leading children to and from school. He eventually became sexton of the synagogue and
spent nights studying the Kabbalah. In 1718 he married his first wife, but she soon died afterwards. He then
moved to Brody, Galicia, where his brother's embarrassment of marrying the sister of a local Rabbi, forced ‘

him to move again to a remote Carpathian village 16 .
: [

He gained the reputation of a ba'al shem by his expertise in medicinal herbs. At the age of 36, in 1736, the |
Besht publicly revealed his mission. This signified his acceptance to teach religious teachings 17.. The new |
movement appeared to threaten the stability of the Jewish community (Mintz, 10). The first Jewish work,

Toledot Ya'Akov Yosef , written by Jacob Joseph of Polonnoye, challenged the integrity of the religious ‘
functionaries -- the rabbi, the shohet {ritutal healer), and the hazan {cantor) - for their narrow concerns and !

their failure to protect the purity of the community. |

Ba'al Shem Tov spread his teaching by means of simple stories and parables that appealed to Jews. He has
been compared to Jesus and other charismatic leaders for his sole purpose of stressing the importance of ‘
people with God. The Besht left no writings, but there are many Hasidic tales about his life and teachings 19 . !
His teachings involved charismatic leadership from a rural following, and stressed new teachings that
emphasized the closeness between the zaddik (holy man) and his disciples, the Hasidim 20 . ’

Despite opposition to Hasidism, Hasidic teachings were carried to communities throughout Eastern and

Central Europe by Hasidic disciples who had witnessed the new ways and the new miracles at first hand at J
the court of Dov Ber and later at the Courts of other Rebbes 21 . Hasidic ways of piety, humility, and |
enthusiasm, infused with kabbalistic insights, transformed religious practices and religious authority (Mintz, |

10). | |

While Hasidism spread throughout the world, the majority of its followers presently reside in the United States.
The history of Hasidim and Hasidic communities in North America began in the late nineteenth century. As |
early as 1875, Rabbi Joshua Segal, known as the "Sherpser Rov," arrived in New York City and became the
"Chief Rabbi" of some twenty Hasidic congregations known as "Congregations of israel, Men of Poland and
Austria." By the sixties, the Hasidic population in New York was believed to be between 40 ,000-50,000

people. With Satmar at 1,300 families and Stolin, Bobov, Lkausenberg, and Lubavitch havmg between 100 to \
500 families between them 22 . Today Hasidism continues to grow strong, and remains an organization that |

upholds its beliefs. |

* of Hasidim from style of dress 1o different philosophical and poltical focuses
atmar, Vishniizers, Gerers, Klausenbergers,

There are also Bl 118 e
Some of the different types are Lubovilcher, Bobover, Belzer, S

Skverers and Bratslavers

Dailly Life of a Hasidic Jew :

Hasidic courts became dynamic courts, each with a Rebbe as the leader. The central structures of the hoyf |
{court) were the houseof the Rebbe, the besmedresh (bet ha-midrash: the house of study and synagogue), a;
yeshivah, and a mikvah 23 . Living nearby were the resident followers of the Rebbe. The morning began with \
purification rites. The most dedicated Rebbes spent much of the day in leaming and prayer. When the

Hasidim visited their Rebbe or listened to his toyre {teachings), they sensed that they were in the presence of

someone standing in the Heavenly Court 24 .
t
Continuina tha Lineaas of Haslidism * :
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With Ba'al Shem Tov's death in 1760, the framework of Hasidism and possibility for future leadership was not

defined. After disagreement among the disciples, the Tzaddik movement was created 25 . The most

recognized leaders of the first generation of Tzaddikism consisted of Rabbi Dov Baer of Meseritz, Rabbi

Jacob Joseph of Poinoye, Rabbi Shneiur Zalman of Ladi, Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav, Rabbi Levi Isaac of

Berditshev, and Rabbi Menahem Mendel of Kotzk. Since the heirs of the Tzaddik were sons of the ‘
- predecessors, they didn't have many qualifications. The rise of izaddikism , was seen by critics as having

debased Hasidism 26 . As the number of Rebbes multiplied, so too did complaints of abuse of their position

and power. Some Rebbes acquired notoriety among their opponents for opportunism and materialism. ‘

Israel Friedman of Rizhin (1798-1850), the great-grandson of Dov Ber of Mezritch. During his lifetime became ’
preeminent among Ukrainian tzaddikim and the most controversial figure in the Hasidic world. Visitors of
Rizhin and later to Sadagora in Bukovina found the Rebbe seated on a throne, as elegantly dressed as a
Russian noble 27 . He also had a hat laced with gold embroidery. }

Critics of Hasidism frequently cited the customs of the Rebbe of Rizhin and derided his excesses. To his loyal
followers, however, the Rizhiner's display of wealth was a symbol expressing the nobility of their homage.

Reb Israel, the Rizhiner Rebbe, had established one of the great Hasidic family synasties, firstin Rizhin and }
then in towns such as Sadagora, Husiatin, Tchortkov, Shtefanest, and Leovo as his five sons established

courts of their own 28 . In 1845, after spending twenty-two months in prison, accused of ordering the murder of :
two Jewish informers, Rizhiner Rebbe received permission from the Austro-Hungarian emperor to settle in the )
town of Sadagora. When the Rizhiner Rebbe died in 1850, his eldest son, Reb Shalom Jaseph, survived him

by only one year, and his second son, Reb Abraham Jacob, remained in Sadagora and was known as the |
Sadagora Rebbe. When Reb Abraham Jacob died in 1883, he left two sons, Isaac and Israel 29 .

When Reb Isaac died in 1917, he was succeeded by his son Reb Mordchei Shiomo Friedman. His social and \
economic prospects were poor because he was the youngest of the Rizhin dynasty.

Ba'al Shem Tov's great grandson Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav founded the Breslov Movement . Bresiov comes
from the town of Breslov where the now "Rebbe" Nachman spent most of the last eight years of his life. A
distinctive practice in the Breslov movement was hisboddidus when means “to make oneself be in saolitude”
30 . Itis a personalized style of prayer that is practiced along with continual worship in the synagogue. He
stressed the importance of soul-searching and that "all Jews could reach the same level as he."

Breslov Hasidism today doesn't have a Rebbe, and 'each individual is free to go to any Jewish guide or
teacher. But there are a number of mailing groups, which maintains mailing lists for the followers 31.. \

Rebbe Manachem Mendel Schneerson is the best known contemporary leader. He was a descendant of ‘
Shneur Zalman of Lyadi. He died in the summer of 1994 at the age of ninety-two. His creation of Chabad
Houses worked dynamically to bring back Jews 32 . Rebbe Shneerson wrote the Tanya, a widely read mystical
book. Several of Schneerson's followers labeled him the Messiah.
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111, Beliefs of the Group

The uniqueness of Hasidism is that it not only stresses teachings, but a way of life that focuses on the I
importance of community 33. The personal attitude of faith works to form community. The teachings are
carried on by their life. Each leads an individual life that forms community 34 . i

"I have come into the world," maintained the Besht, “to show man how to live by three precepts: love of God,

love of Israel, and love of the Torah" 35 . According to the Besht, there are no divisions between the sacred

and the secular, and there are no veils between Man and his Creator. “A man's every act must reflect the
worship of the Creator” 36 . Ba'al Shem Tov has three important principles that pertained to his teachings. His
theory of emotion over intellect held the importance of God's emmanence, joy, and prayer. The highest Hasidic |
importance was of devekut, which means a communion or attachment to God. To Ba'al Shem Tov, it should ‘
not be seen only as a means to magic or the mystic, but for religious observance. |

Ba'al Shem Tov taught through his parables and put an emphasis on the idea of having a pure heart and
worshipping God. Joy was also very important in having a good relationship with God. Ba'al Shem Tov also ‘
said that depression was something that was negative and only altered the communication that is needed

between Jews and the Creator 37_. : \

Realizing that there is an ever loving Creator should lead to feelings of joy. Ba'al Shem Tov wanted to prove an
alternative way or worship that was different from the negative antics beset by Polish and Russian Jewry. Ba'al |
Shem Tov's theory was that feeling good about yourself meant that you felt good about God and your
relationship with Him. He encouraged joy through activities of singing, dancing, story-telling, drinking, etc.




Another important doctrine was worshipping through prayer. The two main ideas surrounding this
phenomenon are:

1. Devekus ("Clinging," constant devotion). The unceasing consciousness of God's presence.
2. Hislahavus ("Bursting into flame," ecstatic enthusiasm): The experience of spiritual exultation as the soul is

elevated towards God.

Here is a list of other important teachings Ba'al Shem Tov taught through his parables and he put an emphasis
on the idea of having a pure heart and worshipping God. Joy was also very important in having a good
relationship with God. Ba'al Shem Tov also said that depression was something that was negative and only

altered the communication that is needed between Jews and the Creator.
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1IV. Main Hasidim Communities

Lubavitch

The Lubavitcher movement is known as Chabad , an acronym for Hokhmah, Binah, Da'at - wisdom,
understanding, and knowledge 38 . This philosophy was created by Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Ladi (1745-
1813), the first Chabad-Lubavitcher Rebbe. Lubavitch is concerned with uplifting Jewish consciousness
throughout the world. The mission of Lubavitcher Hasidim is to renew the commitment to the laws of the Torah
in those who have neglected it 39 . Lubavitch is the only present-day court that seeks out other Jews in order to

preserve their Jewish heritage 40 .

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, is the seventh Lubavitcher Rebbe since Rabbi Shneur Zalman 41 .
Since 1950 after succeeding his father-in-law as Rebbe, he has concentrated on training young leaders to

revitalize Jewish communities throughout the world.

The majority of Lubavitcher live in Crown Heights, a middle-class neighborhoad in Brooklyn, New York. A
Lubavitch mainsion is located at 770 Eastern Parkway. The old mansion houses the yeshivah, the shul
(synagogue), the official library, and the Rebbe's offices. An apartment building adjacent to it contains the

educational center and publishing offices for Lubavitch 42

Satmar

Satmar is the most traditional type of Hasidism. it was among the first to take on the challenges faced by
Hasidim who found themselves in New York instead of Europe 43.. . :

Rabbi Joel Teitelbaum had held the center stage for Hasidic life from his youth at the turn of the century in
Hungary. He first attracted followers in 1904, soon after the death of his father. Joel's older brother, Rabbi |
Chaim Hirsch, succeeded their father as the Rebbe and chief rabbi in Sziget. Sziget was one of the Hasidic
dynasties 44 . Joel Teitelbaum eventually left Sziget to become the leader of a congregation, Satu-Mare. The |
Satu-Mare Jewish community of fifteen to twenty thousand included Hasidim, Misnagdim, and more modemn |
Orthodox. Because of the diversity of power in the community there was a struggle to name Joel the chief

Rabbi 45 ..
|

He was determined to maintain contemporary Hasidic life like it was in the past and he rejected Zionism and
secularism 46 . When he arrived to New York in 1847, he was sixty-ane years old, and determined to change
Chasidism in America 47 . His main purpose was to bring about a Torah-based way of life.

|

Rabbi Friedman also saw an importance for education in the community. He concentrated his energy on
creating a new yeshivah system, the United Talmudic Academy. In time the Hasidim created their own
téxtbooks in English, but initially they utilized texts from the city system. The United Talmudic Academy soon
had five thousand students, and with the population increasing daily, the promise of expansion was greatfor |
f

the future 48 .

|
The Satmar educational system focused solely on religion, which was the goal of Rabbi Friedman. Advanced |
secular education, college, university, and professional training in science, medicine, and secular law, which :
were an accepted part of Jewish life, were not options for Hasidic students 49 . The United Talmudic Academy
was able to transcend religion with education and was successful by Rabbi Friedman'’s philosophy and i
teachings. !
b

Lubavitch vs. Satmar
|

Today, in Brooklyn, strife between the two leading Hasidic courts in America is very commonplace 50 .. Their “
differences evalve around issues concerning the causes of the traaedv of the Second Warld War .Jael




féitelbaum, the Satmar Rebbe, declared.iirig Holocaust had been?)hﬁfshment for the evils of Zionism.
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, believed that "the tragedy of the Holocaust is an
unanswerable question. There is no human rationale whatsoever that can explain such indescribable suffering”

51.

Their focus on beliefs are different as well. Satmar seeks its controlling vision exclusively in the past, while
Lubavitch looks forward to the joy of spreading Yiddishkayt and educating fellow Jews. The two Hasidim
communites also different in dress. Satmar Hasidim dress exactly like Orthodox garb in Hungary a century
ago, while Lubavitcher Hasidim follow more contemporary style. The reason behind the different mode of
dress is that Satmar is concerned with keeping a safe distance between themselves and nonbelievers 52 .

The Lubavitch are eager to interact with secular Jews.

Satmar and the Lubavitch have really opposing attitudes about Zionism and the State of Israel. While all
Hasidim oppose the secular orientation paramount in Israel, the most zealous scorn the very existence of the

new state.

Animosity between Hasidic courts heightens when courts decide to moderate their feuds with the government.
Different Hasidim communities (especially Satmar and Lubavitch) did not agree on the adherence to religious
law and the contral of community life, which was the basis of disagreement for some Hasidim communities 53.
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V. Women in Hasidism

The social division between the sexes begins early in childhood and lasts throughout life. Modesty of the
Hasidic girl is protected from the age of three by long stockings, long sleeves, and high-necked blouses 54 . In
the Hasidic hierarchy of values, women are accorded less importance than men. As a result, educationis
considerably different for hasidic giris than for boys. As the hasidim do not regard the intellect of girls to be

equal to that of the boys, it is considered sufficient if they learn about the Bible, the religious holidays, and the -

dietary laws 55 .

Alsg, young hasidic women are carefully shielded from boys from their early years until marriage. Matters
relating to sex are never discussed. There is no preparation for the bodily changes that take place at puberty,
nor is there much exchange between mother and daughter concermning marital relations 56 .

Women's education extends at least through high school and a few attend college; some take jobs in business
concerns or factories before marriage. There are no career women, but after marriage a woman may work
unti! pregnancy ends her outside remunerative activities §7..

Marriage and Family Life

Men are the religious and political leaders of the community. Women care for the children and maintain the
purity of the marriage and the household 58 . Women help raise funds for the needy, and look in on the sick,
shop, and cook meals for them. They light the Shabbes candles and prepare the house for the holy days §9.

A curtain or a woven wooden lattice shields the women from the men's sight. On holy days some of the women
congregate behind the lattice to pray and to watch the activities on the main floor of the besmedresh. In the
saocial, as well as the relgious spheres, men and women remain apart 60..

Usually, the Hasidic young man and young woman marry into families much like their own. A Hasidic marriage
does not have the tension between fulfillment of career aspirations and family needs that is commonplace in
nonreligious marriages §1.. A woman's lower station in the religious sphere is considered to be balanced by
the respect they receive for their role in the household. The well-matched couple are able to establish an

enduring and happy marriage 62..
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Links to Hasidism Web Sites
Hasidi

This site offers a lot of information concerning Hasidism. Everything from why and how Hasidism was
formed. This site also includes a biography of Ba'al Shem Tov and followers.

hitp://http AAwav.acs.ucalgary.ca/~elsegal/363_Transp/Orthodoxy/Hasidism.htmi
idic T. .




Complete listing of teachings taught to Hasidim. A list of over 63 topics conscerning Hasidc life and
worship is on this site. This is an excellent sourcel
httpiAvwny. bresiov.orgfteachings.htmi

EAQ on Hasidi
A list of frequently asked questions conceming Hasidism and the Hasidic lifestyle.

hitp/lpinenet.com/~roosterfhasid 1.htmi

*

This is a site quoting Hasidism directly from Ba'al Shem Tov. This site can help in understanding Ba'al

Shemn Tov's teaching for Hasidism.
hitp./Avwnv. tolalb.com/~mikeg/relfhasidism/baal_shem.himi

This is by far the best site on Hasidism. It contains a lot of information on the history of Hasidism along
with the lifestyle, and contemporary issues conceming the Hasidim.
http.fAwwv.pbs.org/alifeapartindex.html

This is a college professor's page with a lot of links.
hitp:/Avnw philo.ucdavis.edu/~bruce/RST23/STDNTPAGE Sfacob.htmi

Sui “hat .
A lot of links on Chabad Hasidism. This site includes an art gallery, movies, clip excerpts, and literature

on Chabad Hasidism.
hitp:/Avwv.kesser.org

A standard printed Talmud page.
hitp:/Avww.acs.ucalgary. ca/~elsegal/T almudPage.html

The Jewish Yellow Web
The Jewish Yellow Page allows you to lock up all the Jewish pages on the World Wide Web. Pages are

derived from the United States, Israel, and Europe,
http/Avwnv. yellowweb.co.il/

New World Hasidism '
Popular links on this site inlude Jewish orgamzahons Jewish publications, Jewish youth and student

organizations, and even a listing of Jewish smglesl Features include a newsletter, survey, and
information on hot topics around the world conceming Judaism.
hitp/Anwv. nerdworld.com/users/dstein/mv266.htmi

: List of ish Li
This site has hundreds of links. The index includes topics such as Jewish literature, philosophy, and

psychology. Geneology and Jewish publications is also included along with a Jewish search tool on the

site as well.
http/Anwv.mes.net/% 7 Egrossman/jewish.html

Short Bi Martin E
Martin Buber was a philosopher, storyteller, and scholar of Hasidism.
hitp/Anw. emanuelnyc.org/bulletin/archive/34. htmi/

Short explanation of Hasidism and how it came about.
hitp:/Ainw.us-israel org/isource/JudaismiHasidism.himl

The Seeker's Guide: Judai _
Informative site on Lubavitch Hasidism. includes information on worship, scriptures, and practices and
behavioral standards. Very extensive site with addresses to the main Lubavitch organization in New

York.
htip:/Anwv.atlanticus.com/seekerjjudaismviubavitch.htrmi

Very good hstmg of books pertammgtoHasndusm Kabbalah and Contemporary Mysticism.
http/Anwv.acs.ucalgary. ca/~elsegal/RelS_BGS/Kabbalah_Gwde html

Very to-the-point glossary of Hasidic terminology. '
hitp/Anw.digiserve.com/mystic/Jewish/glossary. htmi




Breslov on the Internet :
An extensive site on the message of the Breslov Chassidus movement, founded by Rabbi Nachman of

Breslov.
http./Avwv.bresiov.cony

Kabbalah FAQ
Provides a brief introduction to the Kabbalah by answering questions to help understand what the

Kabbalah is all about and how it was created. The site also gives links to additional information.
htip/Anwv.ecauldron.com/kabbalah.html

An extensive dateline of Judaism. A good site for historical references.
hitp:/Awny.crystalinks.comjudaism.htmi
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The Bobuver rebbe died o Bk 43

Wednraday. It was the doy

before Purim, the most joyousty thestsical
heliday on the Jewish calendar and a
particularly dear one to the Bobov Hagidim,
who are perhaps the largest of the Hasidie
secty in Borough Park, Brookdyn. Each year,
[ihe Bobov stage eluborste spoots of the story of
Esther, called Purimspielen, to gladden the
heart of their grand rabbi.

But the rebbe, Nuftali Balberstam, was dead,
and even worse, 8 successlon batte leomed.
He had icft no sonsz, but ke had o younger
hatf-brother, Benzion Halberstam, and two
song-indaw,

Benzion Halberstam and ane of the
sons-in-law, Mordecai D. Unger, each claimed
to be the anwvinted sucoessor.

Nafiali Halberstam was buried very carly on
Thursday in New Jersey. By widmorning,
many withesses said, punches flew between
the Halberstam and Unger camps in the
granite-walled worship hall offehe grand
Bobover gynagegue on 15th Avenue in
Borough Park.

On Thursday afternoon at the synagogue, the
headquarters forfshe worid's 20,000 or 8o
Bobev, tight-lipped supparters of Benzion
Halberstam guacded the door to the rebbe's
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Barough Park Joirnal, A Battle for Succession Takes No H...
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office. They said that he was inside, snd that
this proved hie was in charge.

On the street, the stories were different. Some
young men outside [1] Bobover yeshiva clsimed
victory for Rabbi Unger, Others said that ihe
sect would split. At Rabbi Unger's apartment
two bloeks from the synagogue, his son said
through the closed door that the rabbi was too
busy to answer guestione.

Purim was fast approaching, Out on 16th
Avenur, Borough Park's suain shopping street,
the sidewalks filled with fusmilies laden with
Bakery bags and wine bottles; at Your Party
Stare, children snapped up the squeaky noges,
rutchet-powered noisemakers, cap guns and
rag dolf costumes.

‘Parim is still Purim,” said the store munager,
1. Bernstein, who deckined to provide his first
name.[2] Bobover boy about 12 asked hira, “Do
you have bow tiex?"

After sunset, the 100,000 Orthodox Jews of
Borough Park flocked to synagogues for the
reading of the Meglilah, the scroll that tells
bow Eather, the Jewish queen of the Perstans,
saved het people fram extermination at the
hands of the evil nobleman Haman,

Aterward, [Sundreds of Bobov swirmed 15th
Avenue, singing a Purim song and completely
blacking traffic,

"Get aut of the street!” the amplified voice of &
police officer pleaded.

His order drew only smifes from the younger
marcherns,

The provession passed by Senzion
Halberstomn's house and ended triumphantly
at Rabbi Unger's apartment building. A man
who would not give his name said that Rabbi
Unger had been chasen right sfier afterncon
prayer. He said that while Bengion Halberstam
was & decent man, Rabbl Unger was a real
leader.

But yesterday mocning, it was Bervion
Haudberstaon, a 49-year-old with & full gray
beard, standing on the raised platform in the
center of the synagogue, ringed by hundreds of
mei in fringed prayer shewls and dozens of
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buys dressed 28 clowns, cops, nomads or
Eather's beloved Untle Mosdecal. A young boy
in fatigues fired & can of party string at the
floar. Every time Haman's name was
mentionsd, the bays swuag nolscmakers and
storaped feet.[t] fow Bobov lighted firewarks.

1n the vestibule, a congregant namid Abraham
Fleischer expladned what had happened to the
Unger contingent.

“They conceded,” hie said, becanse Benzion
Halberstam is the son of Naftali's predecessor,
the great ecbbe Shlomo Halberstam, and
brcsuse they were outnumbered “about 90 to
10.” Mr. Pleischer added that be harbored no
itl will, “We hope that there should be peace
Detween us alt,” he said.

Three blocks from the synagoegue, though,
Rabbi Unger had rented out the ground floor
of & Hasidic girls' school. The plain boxy yoomn
was craguned with as many men as were st
the synagogue. “What you sce here is the
condnuation of the leadership of the previous
rebbe,” sald Harry Reicher,[2] Bobover und an
adjunet professor at the University of
Pennsylvania Law School.

Mr. Reicheér said that Rabbi Unger bad agreed
to leave the synagogue on Thursday to defuse
the tensions, but that “at this siage, the
situation is fluid.” He said he hoped the
suceession dispute would be scitied before it
wound up in rabbinical court,

As the prayer service concluded, Rabbl Unger,
# youthfid-luvking St-yom-uld, lod Lis
{ollowess int song. Ment and boys stood on
folding tables to sing aleng. A big box of
samantaschen, the triangular pastries snade
in the shape of Haman's hat, made its way
around the tables. Soan there was nothing left
but crumbs,

“t'chayim?™ Rabdl Uager shouted and left in a
car.

From the steps of e Blobover synagogue, men
and boys watched warily as a beistetous ¢crowd
went past and headed once more towsrnd Rabbi
Unger's hame.

Photo: The celebration of Purim, with its
noisemakers and costumes, continued
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yesterday in Borough Park, Brooklyn, despite

the death of the grand rabbi offthe Bobov -
Hasidire and the ensuing successian drama, ‘ S
{Phioto by Robert Stolarik for The New York oo
Tioaes) : ;
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Hasidic Rabbi's Grave Illness Raises Succession Issue
Between 2 Feuding Sons

ANDY NEWMAN (NY'Y) 628 words
ggum:ms,m

Far seven years, the largest sect of Hasidic Jews in New York has been riven by a power struggle
between two gons of the ruling rabbi over who will succeed him when he dies.

That day may be close at hand, Moscs Teitelbaum, the 91-year-old grand robbi of the Satmaor
Hazidim, is xeverely ill. :

According to Sutmar leaders, he has boen hospltalived since Thursday and is on @ respirator. He
is being trented for spinal cancer, us well as for an infection apparently causcd by radiation
trentmenit, the failure of kis one remaining lidney and  stroke.

He isin critical but stable condition at Mount Sinal Hoapital, , said Joel Weiss, & spokesman for
one faction of the Satmmar sect, which is bascd in Willlamsburg, Brooklyn, and numbers more
than 60,000 worldwide. One indication of the gravity of Rabbi Teitelbouny's condition is that the
Suelmars declared an official day of prayer for their lender vestorday, gachering in synagogues,
schools and at the cemetery in Orange County where his predocessor is busied.

Anather is that his feuding song, Aaros and Zalmen Teitelbawrn, sre both at thdr father's
bedside, facing caels other for the first time in several years, Mr. Weiss snid.

The bad blood goes back to 1999, when the grand rabbi chose Zalmen, his third son, to take over
the sect's main congregation in Witliameburg. He had previously named Aaron, his eldest son, to
run the scoond-largest Setmar congregation, in Kiryas Jodl in Orange Cotsraty.

Zalmen's supporters claim that the move made Zalmen the de facto heir. Aaron's supporters say
otherwise. The dikpute has spawned & never-ending coust battle and periodically erupted in the
streets and aynagngues of Willinmsburg,

There is much st stake. In Hasidism, an ecstatie, mystical brand of uitrs-Orthedox Judaism, the
grand rabbi is revered as a gad-king and halds profound sway over members’ lives. in the
temporal realm, the Sutmayr grand rabbi controls a real estate empire worth hundreds of millions
of dallars, « powerful network of schools and socinl services and & fumed matzo factory.

I 2004, o judge in Brooklyn refused to rule in the Satmar dispute, saying tsat (e matter was
for the grand rabli to decide. But the grand rabbi has been silent.

Samuel Heilman, a disunguished professor of sociology at Queens Coltlege who studies Orthodox
Jewish sects, said he did not expect the grand rabbi to clear up the succession issue now.
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Heauidic leaders are ofien reluctant i choose their successocs, e said, ‘

“Thiy oftén have many song and they want 16 keep them in the business, no succession is a real
probiem,” Professor Heilman said. "Or the guy doesn’t believe be's going to die. There are so
many variations on this theme.” .

E}zc Lubavitcher Hasiditn have not chosen & suctessor to thelr last grand rabbl, Menachem : ..
Mendel Schineerson, who died in 1994. Last year, the death of{Zhe head of the Bobov Hasidim set : .
off 3 succession battle between his half-brother and a son.indaw. . O

Professor Hellman rnaid that the Satmars were probably the largest Hasidic sect in the country
and certainly the bipgest in New York. B ‘
Mozes Teitelbaum himself was chosen by the sect's board of rabbis after a contentious SR
interregnum in 1979, when the previous grand rabbi, his uncle Joel Teitelbaum, died childiess ' o
without itauning a suceessor. n his 27 veurs at the helm, Moses Teitelboum has presided over

|
explosive growth of the communitics that Joel established in New York after fleeing the Helocaust R |
and helped hia followers fight off pressure to assimilate, Professor Hellman vaid. S
|
|

Now@w Satmare have two boards of rabbis, cach claiming legitimacy. Mr. Weiss, the spokesman
for Aaron's faction, said it was unclear what would happen next. "This time it woa't be sa
zmooth, so straight,” he said, \

Photo: Rabbi Mases Teitelbaum. Two of bis sons are feuding over who will succeed hirn, ’
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¥one Says Courts Burred From Hearlog Religious Dispule Between Sntmar Sects
Tarn Feronia
82122008

Zn appeals panel yasterday ruiod T the Lousts shdadd giay ro pert vy 8o B1tense dispute betwaen (bl tactiong of
Hew York's Saunmar Communily, saving the Fast Anendment of the U.S. Congtibzion pirevonts judicisl inguirms inte
religous Lws or baliefs,

Cr julys dsserted snd sugpested that the inguiry shudd cominge untd it becomes styokiicly dear that tha
Citgetn Gareck be resclest withoos conalemtice of reigious dottrine,

The wnpgned dacesion trom the Appalate Divisinn, Second Depertment, @ ffTec ol Cav elfan ¥ v
LRI ANG: 4 2L0A-0T16, cormus 2372 mooting after e dagth of Soses Teiteibauny, tre orarst seliby of the
fetmanr secs of KasRIC dows.

The decision will e putilishud Fridsy.

T of thie gravd ratite’y wonv, Radbl Zutmen Teiteibaum and Kabbi Asron Tereibsum, Davee f0r six years fought over
who will succend Y fathier, eath dacked by thair own fofowins. AL e & more tao spintudl kadership: The sea
£ private sohogi syRom and & rato 1318ady, #nd sank real extate ol totateg hundreds of entlinn of dofars.

in 3004, the grang redde, wow died a2 age 91, Kad appuintes Rabbdl Zulmen to ed the Sact's Mmaln (oagregtion in
Willsrmbury, Srooidyn, He had fredousty eamed Rebbi Apron t ad 3 canjregation in Kiryed Joel, Crange County.

in 2001, two alixticns within The conwrumity reaches ditenere conclusions on why dwxid be president of the toards
wregregatien: Jaocty Cahan, who fotlows Ratitd Zeimen, and Berl Fragman, who folgms Rebb) Asren,

Tha grend rebbe stegedly centificd the aliction of Mr, Kshen, and the secr's ecclasiaebcal authorkies found that he
hid wiso expetied Mr, Friecdraan (Rabibi Apecn's futowers O5pute thise ching).

Ratbi Asron's talomurs Sued, Clieving the elaction vicidted the Raligizs Corporation Law, In Oztoner 2004, Brooklyn
Su«mg( %a;st Justice pledin S, Baracch milnd at the tatter was & its esserce 8 redgious dspute not it for
AN {ourts,

A 31 paret of the Secand CRparmen 3ffisred that rutng yestenday, dting the U.S, Sugreme Court's St E.
Svthodan Dicomse far (5 and Darads ¢ Rivmievion, 426 US 69§,

“Contrary 1o the spetants’ coreenriors, this disguts over the rightful Gcans of the Cocgragation Yeter Luv D'Sutrwar,
ing. (hereinaRer the Congragation) and whither the respendents’ claction vidfatad tw Retginug Corpuratons Law
LArECR e o tid Dy afiieation of reutrel printiples of tw,” Ihe Court wicte. *fadiver, resulution of the poties’
dispute would aasissanly lnvilve unpmervasioie Inguiries Into religicus ductrng and the Congregution’s mambership
reQaraments.

Dns judge, Jultive Rebert A, Spoiting, 531 the ecli of the Kowet was 1ot levited WEH Feligion Was naT 3¢ 1he (lnter
of L eguaenns,

“fs 1 nen £ Justioe Spolino wecte, “tse ismues an b resotved by the 351N of neut:al printipies of ew,
wEROUT 1OGRIA U mattes of rdglous dactrine
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