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report from 2000 (cited in the Jan. 15 New York Times): one third of the production
of such goods was domestic. In 2011 it was a mind-bogglingly small 2.3 percent. Yes,

2.3 percent.
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‘Will this trend change?

It appears U.S.-based mom and pop manufacturers are feeling invigorated by the
renewed enthusiasm for American-made products - especially in the baby market. At
the same time, I recently launched Oliver & Adelaide, which offers new parents
bespoke packages featuring heirloom quality toys, furnishings and clothing for their
toddlers — all Made in the USA.

See how to turn your business

American Manufacturers Speak Out! ideas into a business plan
In early January, I went to the ENK Children's Club Show for Fall in New York City to
talk to manufacturers and retailers to understand why Made in the USA is poised for a QLMY ECED,

comeback.

Lisa and Curzon Peier moved from London to southern California and opened Petite
Frites, makers of bibs, baby blankets and other products. Peier's anonymous survey of
their customers found twenty-five percent believe strongly in locally made. And this
startling fact: "They would not buy produets from us if we changed to

manufacturers. And, they understand that manufacturing in the US cost more." SUGGESTED FOR YOU

Support is growing, according to Elizabeth Joyce, owner ot Country Kids Clothing in
Hanover, NH. "I am in a small rural location and Made in the USA appeals to our Carl Reiner On The New Guard Of Late
customers a lot. We have a cross section: from blue collar to affluent parents that are Night: James Corden Is "Unbelievable’
highly educated and have global awareness. We found that advertising we are a local
owner selling Made in the USA for children has helped us. We sell 25 different brands
that are Made in the USA."

Patricia Gambis, a Forest Hills, N.Y. dressmaker's daughter whose mother taught all
the children in her family, even the boys, to sew, knows all elothing is not constructed
equally. She markets her handmade reversible dresses to many venues and sees her
patrons’ loyalty. "l have noticed that customers who appreciates made-locally is also
the shopper in pop-up shops and in markets that support local makers.”

Bernie Sanders Campaign Site's 404
Page Is The Most Bernie Sanders Thing

Bonnie Matthews owns Blu Pony Vintage, maker of timeless children's clothes Ever,

inspired by the 1920's and 30's in lock and manufacture - back then there were no
synthetics, so none are used now. She knows her suppliers inside and out. "I know the
kids of the people manufacturing my clothes and am sure of the quality.” Matthews
stresses the collaborative nature of her business: "I appreciate this connection." She,
and they, all know we are all in this together. "Our makers' livelihood is connected to

our success.”
While there's elearly enthusiasm in the children's market, it's elear we need to expand Senior Takes A Dig At School Dress
our support for these nationally-based manufacturers to complete the Made in the Codes With A Sassy Yearbook Quote

USA comeback story. .

Follow Gary Oshorne on Twitter: www.twitfer.com/garyoshornenye l

MORE: Baby Clothing, American Made, Baby Products, American Made Toys, Baby Gifts, Made in America, | |

American Made Clothes, Made in the USA, Made in USA, Baby Gifts, Brands Made in the USA, Amercian

Made g :% ‘
YOU MAY LIKE by it ‘
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These Bespoke Fashion Companies Prove That Some

Things Are Worth Waiting For
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Patience is a virtue -- but that doesn't seem to apply when comes to fashion, where we
want everything quick, fast and in a hurry. While we can't deny the instant
gratification that comes from being able to buy anything our hearts desire, sometimes
it's nice to just slooooow down.

b S i Al Felon o BusbiaBlS pratliotion prastieas andlisvarall
consumer awareness when it comes to clothing, but for the purposes of this post,
we're taking the term more literally. Bespoke, or custom-made fashion, is the ultimate
personal style upgrade. Is there anything more glamorous than having clothes
constructed to your exact specifications, both in terms of size and style?

Most clothing and accessories are being churned out at dizzving speeds. but

EVERPURE

SULFATESREE

Keep the
Color You
Love Pure

For Up To
32 Washes*

LOREAL

SUGGESTED FOR YOU

Carl Reiner On The New Guard Of Late
Night: James Corden Is "Unbelievable’
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Most clothing and accessories are being churned out at dizzying speeds, but
thankfully there are also companies dedicated to slowing down the process and
creating made-to-order items that will blow your mind.

Queddy, a made-to-order shoe company based in Maine, is one of many brands solely
dedicated to creating a business around bespoke.

"Right now the world has warehouses full of produets designed by brands who push
these produets at consumers -- many of which [consumers] don't want,” John
Andreliunas, the president of Quoddy, told HuffPost Style. "We give [consumers]
what they want to buy, not what we want to sell.”

The waiting game is the hardest part, since most custom-made items take several
weeks to produce. And contrary to popular belief, not all custom fashion is expensive.
‘Websites such as Etsy and Custom Made celebrate the quality, accessibility and
atfordability of made-to-order goods. Made-to-measure brands also provide options
for people with tricky sizing specifications (extra large feet, broad shoulders, petite,
tall, ete).

With that said, Andreliunas believes that more people have --and should-- eonsider
going the made-to-order route. "There are eertain items, and certain brands, in which
people are willing to make an investment if the enduring value and compelling
experience is available to them.”

‘We agree. So we rounded up a list of companies that prove that some
things are worth waiting for.
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Amal Clooney's Travel Dress |s Exactly
What You're Looking For

The Nail Polish Color Everyone Will Be
Wearing This Summer

Have you ever loved a dress but wanted it to have long sleeves or a short hemline?
Well you're not alone. The folks over at eShalti allow you to do just that, while 2lso
ensuring that the clothing fits your specific body. The website is filled with plenty of

'y hing dresses and that cater to women from sizes 0 to 36. Each
item of clothing is cut to order, so you'll want to allow about 14 business days for
your threads to arrive.

Scandal Mounts For Duggar Family As
Past Comments Come To Light

Acustom Apparel
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Acnstom Apparel is a one-stop shop for the dapper dude who wants pretty much
everything in his wardrobe made specially for him. From suits and ties (starting at
$990) to corduroys and jeans (starting at $175) the company calculates your
measurements via a 3D body scanner, which gathers approximately 200,000 data
points to ensure the clothes are a near perfect fit. You'll have to visit the New York
City headquarters to be scanned. However if a trip to the Big Apple is out of the
question, you can simply visit a local tailor to be maliciously measured and Acustom
T e
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Picture a workshop in Maine with wooden benches, a few basic tocls and tables of
beautiful tanned leathers. That's Quoddy. The company prides itself on crafting its
handmade men's and women's shoes via skills that have been passed down through
the generations. Once you've selected a style of their classie moccasins, boat shoes or
boots, you can then customize your pick from top to bottom. The shoes start at $275

and take about 4-6 weeks to make.

Gorgeous Couture

e e T e | M he Moming Email ] style
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Gorgeous Couture's "Made To Measure” service allows you to customize (both style
and size) the company's fabulous assortment of gowns, cocktail dresses and
jumpsuits. Beyoncé, Emma Watson, Kim Kardashian and Lupita Nyong'o have all
been spotted in the Ggure-lattering garments.

RYE
BRAND INSPIRED,

HUFFPOST MINDED.

RYE serves up plenty of drool-worthy bags, but those locking for something extra
special are in luck. The New York City-based brand lets customers set up private \
appointments at their studio and design custom bags. If you're not in NYC but still = P
want a taste of exclusivity, RYE's "Lost and Found" eollection is comprised of

completely one-of-a-kind bags.

BRAND INSPIRED,
HUFFPOST MIND

Learn out O
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Sumissura

The possibilities are endless when it comes to designing your wardrobe via
Sumissura. The made-to-measure women's clothing site is chock full of classie
silhouettes that are just waiting for your personal touch. After living out your
fashion designer dreams, it will only take 15 days for your creations to arrive at your
door.

Black Lapel
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Learn More About Our Award Winning Studio

L )
BRAND INSPIRED,
HUFFPOST MINDE

Learn More About Our Award Winning Studio
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Learn More About Our Award Winning Studio
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One of Black Lapel's core values is to "amaze and wow customers with the best
possible service at every interaction.” With that said, the New York City and
Shanghai-based company is helping lead the bespoke movement. It may take 4-5
weeks to get to your suit, fellas -- but know that it will fit you perfectly once it
arrives. Plus the website offers an awesome tutorial video for taking your
measurements correctly. Genius!

The Left Shoe Company

i
@

The Left Shoe Company might use artisans skilled in old-world shoemaking
S ] methods in Portugal, but its approach to sizing is distinctly modern. In order to geta
o5 precise measurement of your foot, the company uses a special 3D scanner that takes
a perfect 360-degree picture of each foot - providing 150 detailed pictures of your
feet and ankles. With that said, a scan is necessary before you place an order.
Currently there's only one United States store in Los Angeles and seven
international locations - London, Dubai, Japan, Germany, Sweden and two in
Finland. The shoes take 6 weeks from purchase time to delivery.

Like this? Check out more from our Storytelling series.
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