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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

The applicant, IGT (“Applicant”), by its attorneys, responds to the final Office Action of May 17, 2011,
as follows:
 

REMARKS

Applicant filed to register the mark MINIBUCKS for “gaming machines, namely, devices which accept
a wager” in Class 9.  
 
On May 17, 2011, the Examining Attorney maintained and made final her objection to the specimen
Applicant submitted in support of the subject application on the ground that the mark as shown on the
specimen does not function as a trademark because it is merely used to identify a particular betting
level. 
 
In response, Applicant herewith amends the identification of goods to “a feature of gaming machines,
namely, devices which accept a wager,” and respectfully submits that the MINIBUCKS mark functions
as a source indicator for Applicant's feature of its gaming machines. 
 
Specifically, as referenced in Applicant’s previous response, the MINIBUCKS mark is Applicant's way
of labeling one of the progressive levels on its gaming machines.  Applicant has adopted the
MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and MAXBUCKS level names to correspond with the
theme of Applicant’s gaming machines. The MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and
MAXBUCKS marks are used in connection with various different gaming machines of Applicant,
including in connection with Applicant’s TRIPLE PLATINUM RICHES and EMERALD SEVENS
games. See Exhibit A.  The marks appear in a prominent manner on Applicant’s gaming machines, thus
indicating to consumers that the marks are associated solely with Applicant. See e.g., Exhibit B,
showing use of the mark in connection with large signage for multiple gaming machines owned by
Applicant. The MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and MAXBUCKS marks are not mere
ornamentation or informational matter.  Indeed, Applicant owns an incontestable registration for its
MEGABUCKS mark, which is the top award in the MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS



and MAXBUCKS series of marks. See Exhibit C.  Thus, consumers viewing the MINIBUCKS mark
will connect the mark with Applicant’s family of distinctive MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS,
MAJORBUCKS and MEGABUCKS marks and the various games on which the MINIBUCKS mark
appears and view the mark as a source identifier for Applicant’s gaming machines.  
 
Contrary to the Office Action, whether Applicant’s MINIBUCKS mark refers to a betting level or
feature of Applicant’s gaming machines does not diminish the trademark significance or source-
identifying function of Applicant’s mark.  Features, including betting levels, of gaming machines are
integral to the operation of gaming machines and can serve to attract consumers to play the gaming
machine and distinguish one’s gaming machine from other gaming machines, just as a feature of
computer software is integral to the computer software and can serve to attract consumers to buy the
computer software and distinguish the computer software from another’s computer software.  Indeed,
the Trademark has recognized in a large number of cases, including for a large number of Applicant’s
marks, that trademarks used in connection with features or components of goods are capable of
trademark significance.  For example, Applicant’s STACKED WILDS mark was registered for “a
feature of gaming machines, namely, devices that accept a wager.”   See Exhibit D.  The mark is clearly
shown on the front of the gaming machine and thus serves to distinguish this particular feature of
Applicant’s gaming machine from features of third party gaming machines.  See id.  Similarly,
Applicant’s HOVERING WILD MULTIPLIER (Registration No. 3,880,916), DAREDEVIL
(Registration No. 3,064,222) and WILD ROLLOVER marks (Registration No. 3,966,894) also cover
features of gaming machines and are displayed on the front of Applicant’s gaming machines in a
manner such that consumers would perceive the marks as identifying particular features of gaming
machines associated solely with Applicant.  See Exhibit E.  Other examples of registrations Applicant
has obtained for features of gaming machines are attached hereto as Exhibit F.
 
Moreover, in addition to the ten PARTY and PARTY LEVEL marks referenced in Applicant’s
previous response, Applicant also owns several registrations for other marks that are similarly
trademarks for levels within Applicant’s gaming machines and have been recognized by the Trademark
Office as acting as source identifiers of Applicant’s gaming machines.  For instance, Applicant owns
Registration Nos. 3,873,957, 3,868,033 and 3,873,956 for the marks GARNET, AMETHYST and
AQUAMARINE, which are used as level names on Applicant’s gem-themed gaming machines.  See
Exhibit G.  Copies of examples of the specimens submitted for the GARNET, AMETHYST and
AQUAMARINE marks are attached as Exhibit H.  The MINIBUCKS mark is used in an even more
prominent manner than Applicant’s various GARNET, AMETHYST, AQUAMARINE, PARTY and
PARTY LEVEL marks.  As a result, Applicant respectfully submits that the specimen for its
MINIBUCKS mark should similarly be accepted.
 

EVIDENCE SECTION

        EVIDENCE FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_A.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0002.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0003.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_B.pdf



       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0004.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0005.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_C.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (3 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0006.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0007.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0008.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_D.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (5 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0009.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0010.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0011.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0012.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0013.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_E.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (17 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0014.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0015.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0016.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0017.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0018.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0019.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0020.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0021.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0022.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0023.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0024.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0025.JPG



        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0026.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0027.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0028.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0029.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0030.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_F.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (18 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0031.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0032.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0033.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0034.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0035.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0036.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0037.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0038.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0039.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0040.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0041.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0042.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0043.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0044.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0045.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0046.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0047.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0048.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_G.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (10 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0049.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0050.JPG



        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0051.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0052.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0053.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0054.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0055.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0056.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0057.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0058.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF
FILE evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_H.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF
FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0059.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT11\IMAGEOUT11\775\076\77507603\xml13\RFR0060.JPG

DESCRIPTION OF
EVIDENCE FILE

EXHIBIT A - Images of Applicant's gaming machines; EXHIBIT B -
Marketing materials; EXHIBIT C - TARR Status Report; EXHIBIT D - TARR
Status Reports; EXHIBIT E - TARR Status Reports; EXHIBIT F - TARR
Status Reports; EXHIBIT G - TARR Status Reports; EXHIBIT H - Specimens
of record for Applicant's registrations

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION (current)
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DESCRIPTION Gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager
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COMMERCE DATE At least as early as 10/19/2010

FILING BASIS Section 1(b)

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION (proposed)

INTERNATIONAL
CLASS 009

TRACKED TEXT DESCRIPTION

Gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager; A feature of gaming machines, namely,
devices which accept a wager

FINAL DESCRIPTION

A feature of gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager



       FIRST USE
ANYWHERE DATE At least as early as 09/30/2010

       FIRST USE IN
COMMERCE DATE At least as early as 10/19/2010

FILING BASIS Section 1(b)
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Request for Reconsideration after Final Action
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

Application serial no. 77507603 has been amended as follows:

ARGUMENT(S)
In response to the substantive refusal(s), please note the following:

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION

The applicant, IGT (“Applicant”), by its attorneys, responds to the final Office Action of May 17, 2011,
as follows:



 
REMARKS

Applicant filed to register the mark MINIBUCKS for “gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a
wager” in Class 9.  
 
On May 17, 2011, the Examining Attorney maintained and made final her objection to the specimen
Applicant submitted in support of the subject application on the ground that the mark as shown on the
specimen does not function as a trademark because it is merely used to identify a particular betting level. 
 
In response, Applicant herewith amends the identification of goods to “a feature of gaming machines,
namely, devices which accept a wager,” and respectfully submits that the MINIBUCKS mark functions as
a source indicator for Applicant's feature of its gaming machines. 
 
Specifically, as referenced in Applicant’s previous response, the MINIBUCKS mark is Applicant's way
of labeling one of the progressive levels on its gaming machines.  Applicant has adopted the
MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and MAXBUCKS level names to correspond with the
theme of Applicant’s gaming machines. The MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and
MAXBUCKS marks are used in connection with various different gaming machines of Applicant,
including in connection with Applicant’s TRIPLE PLATINUM RICHES and EMERALD SEVENS
games. See Exhibit A.  The marks appear in a prominent manner on Applicant’s gaming machines, thus
indicating to consumers that the marks are associated solely with Applicant. See e.g., Exhibit B, showing
use of the mark in connection with large signage for multiple gaming machines owned by Applicant. The
MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and MAXBUCKS marks are not mere ornamentation or
informational matter.  Indeed, Applicant owns an incontestable registration for its MEGABUCKS mark,
which is the top award in the MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and MAXBUCKS series
of marks. See Exhibit C.  Thus, consumers viewing the MINIBUCKS mark will connect the mark with
Applicant’s family of distinctive MINIBUCKS, MINORBUCKS, MAJORBUCKS and MEGABUCKS
marks and the various games on which the MINIBUCKS mark appears and view the mark as a source
identifier for Applicant’s gaming machines.  
 
Contrary to the Office Action, whether Applicant’s MINIBUCKS mark refers to a betting level or feature
of Applicant’s gaming machines does not diminish the trademark significance or source-identifying
function of Applicant’s mark.  Features, including betting levels, of gaming machines are integral to the
operation of gaming machines and can serve to attract consumers to play the gaming machine and
distinguish one’s gaming machine from other gaming machines, just as a feature of computer software is
integral to the computer software and can serve to attract consumers to buy the computer software and
distinguish the computer software from another’s computer software.  Indeed, the Trademark has
recognized in a large number of cases, including for a large number of Applicant’s marks, that trademarks
used in connection with features or components of goods are capable of trademark significance.  For
example, Applicant’s STACKED WILDS mark was registered for “a feature of gaming machines,
namely, devices that accept a wager.”   See Exhibit D.  The mark is clearly shown on the front of the
gaming machine and thus serves to distinguish this particular feature of Applicant’s gaming machine
from features of third party gaming machines.  See id.  Similarly, Applicant’s HOVERING WILD
MULTIPLIER (Registration No. 3,880,916), DAREDEVIL (Registration No. 3,064,222) and WILD
ROLLOVER marks (Registration No. 3,966,894) also cover features of gaming machines and are
displayed on the front of Applicant’s gaming machines in a manner such that consumers would perceive
the marks as identifying particular features of gaming machines associated solely with Applicant.  See
Exhibit E.  Other examples of registrations Applicant has obtained for features of gaming machines are



attached hereto as Exhibit F.
 
Moreover, in addition to the ten PARTY and PARTY LEVEL marks referenced in Applicant’s previous
response, Applicant also owns several registrations for other marks that are similarly trademarks for levels
within Applicant’s gaming machines and have been recognized by the Trademark Office as acting as
source identifiers of Applicant’s gaming machines.  For instance, Applicant owns Registration Nos.
3,873,957, 3,868,033 and 3,873,956 for the marks GARNET, AMETHYST and AQUAMARINE, which
are used as level names on Applicant’s gem-themed gaming machines.  See Exhibit G.  Copies of
examples of the specimens submitted for the GARNET, AMETHYST and AQUAMARINE marks are
attached as Exhibit H.  The MINIBUCKS mark is used in an even more prominent manner than
Applicant’s various GARNET, AMETHYST, AQUAMARINE, PARTY and PARTY LEVEL marks.  As
a result, Applicant respectfully submits that the specimen for its MINIBUCKS mark should similarly be
accepted.
 

EVIDENCE
Evidence in the nature of EXHIBIT A - Images of Applicant's gaming machines; EXHIBIT B - Marketing
materials; EXHIBIT C - TARR Status Report; EXHIBIT D - TARR Status Reports; EXHIBIT E - TARR
Status Reports; EXHIBIT F - TARR Status Reports; EXHIBIT G - TARR Status Reports; EXHIBIT H -
Specimens of record for Applicant's registrations has been attached.
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_A.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (2 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_B.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (2 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_C.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (3 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2
Evidence-3
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_D.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (5 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2
Evidence-3
Evidence-4
Evidence-5
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_E.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (17 pages)
Evidence-1



Evidence-2
Evidence-3
Evidence-4
Evidence-5
Evidence-6
Evidence-7
Evidence-8
Evidence-9
Evidence-10
Evidence-11
Evidence-12
Evidence-13
Evidence-14
Evidence-15
Evidence-16
Evidence-17
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_F.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (18 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2
Evidence-3
Evidence-4
Evidence-5
Evidence-6
Evidence-7
Evidence-8
Evidence-9
Evidence-10
Evidence-11
Evidence-12
Evidence-13
Evidence-14
Evidence-15
Evidence-16
Evidence-17
Evidence-18
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_G.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (10 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2
Evidence-3
Evidence-4
Evidence-5
Evidence-6
Evidence-7



Evidence-8
Evidence-9
Evidence-10
Original PDF file:
evi_691745820-094805272_._EXHIBIT_H.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (2 pages)
Evidence-1
Evidence-2

CLASSIFICATION AND LISTING OF GOODS/SERVICES
Applicant proposes to amend the following class of goods/services in the application:
Current: Class 009 for Gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager
Original Filing Basis:
Filing Basis: Section 1(b), Intent to Use: The applicant has a bona fide intention to use or use through
the applicant's related company or licensee the mark in commerce on or in connection with the identified
goods and/or services as of the filing date of the application. (15 U.S.C. Section 1051(b)).

In International Class 009, the mark was first used at least as early as 09/30/2010 and first used in
commerce at least as early as 10/19/2010.

Proposed:
Tracked Text Description: Gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager; A feature of
gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager

Class 009 for A feature of gaming machines, namely, devices which accept a wager
Filing Basis: Section 1(b), Intent to Use: The applicant has a bona fide intention to use or use through
the applicant's related company or licensee the mark in commerce on or in connection with the identified
goods and/or services as of the filing date of the application. (15 U.S.C. Section 1051(b)).

In International Class 009, the mark was first used at least as early as 09/30/2010. and first used in
commerce at least as early as 10/19/2010.

SIGNATURE(S)
Request for Reconsideration Signature
Signature: /Kathryn Starshak/     Date: 11/15/2011
Signatory's Name: Kathryn Starshak
Signatory's Position: Attorney of record, Illinois bar member

The signatory has confirmed that he/she is an attorney who is a member in good standing of the bar of the
highest court of a U.S. state, which includes the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and other federal
territories and possessions; and he/she is currently the applicant's attorney or an associate thereof; and to
the best of his/her knowledge, if prior to his/her appointment another U.S. attorney or a Canadian
attorney/agent not currently associated with his/her company/firm previously represented the applicant in
this matter: (1) the applicant has filed or is concurrently filing a signed revocation of or substitute power
of attorney with the USPTO; (2) the USPTO has granted the request of the prior representative to
withdraw; (3) the applicant has filed a power of attorney appointing him/her in this matter; or (4) the
applicant's appointed U.S. attorney or Canadian attorney/agent has filed a power of attorney appointing
him/her as an associate attorney in this matter.



The applicant is not filing a Notice of Appeal in conjunction with this Request for Reconsideration.
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